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Trinity United Church, Beamsville 
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Camping Sunday 

 


 
“Little Acorn was afraid. ‘Just be the tree God made you to be’,  

said Mother Oak.”     
                                        – The Oak Inside the Acorn, Max Lucado 

 


 
Gathering Music                                                     Andrew Poaps 
 
Welcome                                          Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
                                                          -Hannah, Victoria and Colin Pattemore, Addison Koabel 
 
Campfire Song:         Give Me Oil In My Lamp  
 
Opening Prayer & The Prayer of Jesus                             –Abbey Orosz and Jonah Moore 
 
(adapted from Celebrate God’s Presence, p. 526)                              
 
Gracious God,  
You are so good to us.  
Today we offer a prayer of thanksgiving  
for all of the blessings revealed to us through camping ministries.  
For your gift of time and the cycle of nature;  

for opportunities in the out-of-doors to reflect,  
where we feel your presence very near to us;  
for rest and recreation,  
For the countless people who have supported camp ministry for generations  
through offerings of time and talent: builders, counselors, mentors, administrators;  
for the gifts of all who create and maintain an environment of faithfulness  
and healing through their example at camp,  
For the blessings you have made known to us through those who participate at camp;  
for the questions and discoveries; for the friendships and fun;  
for the music and stories, we give you thanks, O God.   
This year as camp is taking a very different format,  
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we pray that you would give us new opportunities to find you afresh  
and live out the value of community and faith that we learn at camp,  
as we seek to follow in the footsteps of Jesus who taught us to pray:  
Our Father,  who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
For thine in the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
Forever and ever, Amen.  
 
Hymn:   It Only Takes a Spark (VU 289)  
CCLI song number 14284 CCLI license number 3081738  

 
Growing Together           Brynna Toogood-Segrave, Children and Youth Ministries 
 
Reminiscing:  
 
Story Time:   The Oak Inside the Acorn by Max Lucado  
                                                                              -Donna Bennie, Nursery Care Provider  
Hymn:        I Saw a Tree By the Riverside     

 
Scripture             Romans 12: 4-8  The Message     
                                                                       - read by Owen Bourque and Lauren Moore 
 
Today’s scripture reading is taken from Paul’s letter to the Romans, Chapter 12 verses 4-8, from the 
Message translation of the Bible.  
 

In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning from the body 

as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re talking about is Christ’s body of chosen 

people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a chopped-off finger 

or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into all 

these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and 

be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or 

trying to be something we aren’t. 

If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, don’t take over; if you 

teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you don’t get bossy; if 

you’re put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you’re called to give aid to people in distress, keep your 

eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let yourself get 

irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face. 

May God Bless this reading of holy wisdom to our understanding.  
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Message                                  Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 

 

Let us pray.  

May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight oh 

God, our rock and our redeemer.  

When I was a little girl, my mom taught me this:  

“Here is the church, here is the steeple, open up the doors and look at all the people!” 

Reminds me of some glory days, gone by.  

Churches everywhere, all over the world, are empty right now.  

What an eerie and strange thought.  

And yet, you’ve probably heard it said before, “we are the church”.  

It has never been so evident to me as it is now, that the church is you. The church is us.  

But how can we be the church, when we can’t congregate? The very nature of the word 

congregation supposes a meeting, a gathering of the body.  

In the scripture today, Paul has some words of wisdom for the Roman church, and it can find new 

meaning for us today. He suggests that we as individuals are very much part of a whole. He invites 

us not to worry about what others are doing, but to focus on what we can do; in Eugene 

Peterson’s eloquent paraphrase, to be who we were created to be, and leave the rest to God. That 

in some miraculous way, God would unite us and our sometimes awkward, sometimes feeble 

ways, to become the body of Christ;    to become as one.  

I suspect if we sat around talking about what we love about camp, it wouldn’t be long before 

s’mores came up. The combination of marshmallows, chocolate and graham crackers just melt in 

your mouth!    The ingredients are really great on their own, but when they melt together, divine! 

Like a holy trinity of yummy, gooey goodness. On our own, it’s just not the same. God binds us 

together into something divine, something s’more.    It just isn’t the same without you; a smore just 

wouldn’t be a s’more without all components. As Paul suggests, our very identity is part of a larger 

whole, the body of Christ. We could never look at a graham cracker the same way once we’ve 

experienced a s’more.  No matter where it is, it is part of something amazing, and is identified as 

part of a greater whole. So, too, with us – we are always part of something amazing, part of a 

whole, a community united by God. And I trust in the power of God,  to meld us together, like holy 

fire, to bind us in ways beyond our imagining, that even when we are apart, we are united in spirit 

and can “be” the church, when not in the same place.  God’s divine love keeps us stuck together 

as a community.  

I remember as a VBS Camp leader for the former Niagara Presbytery, if I’m honest, there were 

moments when I thought – things would go smoother if I just did them myself. Have you ever felt 

that way? I occasionally had to resist the urge to step in, and served myself humble pie regularly. 

(notice - That’s my second dessert reference in about a minute!) 



 

5 
 

 
 

 With the team of twelve youth, as part of their training, we conducted a Spiritual Gifts Inventory. 

It involved a comprehensive questionnaire for each participant.  I was astonished with the results– 

among twelve youth and two senior leaders including myself, every single gift was represented.  

And I witnessed this play out over the summer, as the diversity of their gifts added elements to the 

program that I could not have imagined when I planned it. It took away any illusions I had that I 

could do it better myself.  As the Message text reads,“So since we find ourselves fashioned into all 

these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be 

what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or 

trying to be something we aren’t.”  

I learn so much from parenting my son. I’ve learned that the efficient way, or the way that I think is 

best, is not always the best way to do things. My 19 month-old son James and I spend a lot of time 

outside. We go for at least one daily walk. I am a fairly purposeful walker: it is in my nature to want 

to go from point A to point B. And it is in my son’s sweet nature to want to explore, to walk slow 

and lollygag. If I’m a straight line, he's a zigzag. He teaches me to slow down.  He also is 

particularly fond of opening books and reading them from the middle. When it is supper time and I 

am cooking, I invite him to “help” me. And he “helps”. He drops things and fusses, he likes to sit 

right under my feet, and he really likes to make a big mess and a whole lot of noise. None of this is 

efficient. But who am I to say that it isn’t the right way. I am learning, slowly, to not be too quick to 

chase the child out of him, to urge him to grow into the rush of the world.  I am bringing someone 

I love into a sense of himself as a human being and sharing in human work, side by side with 

others. I am striving to help him to be the boy God made him to be. And I think I benefit most from 

this exercise, of allowing him to be his toddler self.  

I wonder if the way I look at my son, is the way God looks at us, the church. There is no way we are 

the most efficient way for God - who created earth and sky- to get things done.  We make messes, 

we get all tangled up in conflict. The Message scripture paraphrase reads, “If you help, just help, 

don’t take over; if you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that 

you don’t get bossy; if you’re put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you’re called to give aid to people in 

distress, keep your eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let 

yourself get irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face.” Surely in our 

humanity, we can all relate and find ways to apply this to our own lives.  

And God is a loving parent, patiently showing us how to share, with Jesus, in the work that makes 

us God’s children.  

Our faith calls us to proclaim that Jesus right now is inviting us into the holy work of being the 

church: of healing, forgiving, standing with the oppressed and undeserving – from right where we 

are.   We can continue this holy work, this hard work, from right where we are in our own homes 

and families, in all with whom we come into contact.  

Even when “church” is closed.  
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Our faith calls us to hold hope that beauty and renewal will come from the ashes of despair and 

disease.  

Our faith calls us to trust that our little deeds and acts of kindness matter. And that we are 

mysteriously not alone even when physically alone, that we are knit and held together with our 

creator and united as a people.  

In the story Donna read today, “The Oak in the Acorn”, we were reminded that within our humble 

human selves is the God of creation. The little acorn wanted to be an orange tree and a flower, but 

ultimately found the most fulfillment and purpose when he became just who he was created to 

be. The shade of his tree was a gift he would have never imagined. 

You have gifts and ways that are unique to you. My hope in highlighting today’s text is that we can 

be affirmed in our god-given gifts, and encouraged to see and encourage the gifts in others, gifts 

that we may have overlooked, forgotten about, or not recognized. And to remember that we are 

not alone, we are part of something much, much greater, the body of Christ. I encourage you to 

spend some time today reflecting on who you are as a child of God, and take an inventory of the 

God-given gifts that are unique to you. And how you can bring them to your circle of love. And also 

to attune your hearts to the gifts of those around you, to encourage and give space for theirs to 

grow.  

As scripture says, “So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and 

marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be what we were made to 

be…” 

Mister Rogers speaks something similar right to our hearts, “you’ve made this day a special day, 

just by being you. There’s no one in the world quite like you, and I like you just the way you are.”   

I close with the words of St. Teresa of Avila, who puts this much more eloquently than could I:  

Christ has no body but yours,  

No hands, no feet on earth but yours,  

Yours are the eyes with which he looks with 

Compassion on this world,  

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,  

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.  

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.  

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

Amen.  

 
Personal Prayer & Reflection 
 
Reminiscing 
 
Campfire Song:    Deep & Wide (public domain)  
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The Life & Work of Our Church Community    
 

 We are overjoyed to share that earlier this week, we coordinated a driveway pickup and 
with the generosity of our faith family, were able to donate 452 lbs of needed items for 
Community Care!  Thank you to all who donated, coordinated and delivered. 

 We have made the difficult decision to cancel our Cave Springs Camp booking, as well as 
Summer Music Camp. We look forward to what is to come with plans underway for a day 
camp in the fall, on a PA day. Stay tuned! 

 
 Offering            

Invitation 
Song of Thanksgiving (VU 544) 
Prayer 

 
 Prayers for Ourselves and Others         
 ~Adapted from the Prayers of the People in the Book of Common Worship, PC(USA)  
 
Almighty God,  
who taught us to pray not only for ourselves but for people everywhere, hear us as we pray. 
Let us pray for creation.  
(Silent prayer)  
Creator of all, we thank you for the beauty of creation that surrounds us every day. We give 
you thanks for the water that refreshes us, the land that we inhabit, and the air that we 
breathe. Forgive us for overlooking the blessing that is our world and for abusing the 
resources with which you have trusted us. Help us to be better caretakers of all your 
creation.  
 
Let us pray for Camp Ministry. 
 (Silent prayer)  
Eternal God, we thank you for the unique ministry that takes place at our camps and retreat 
centres across the country. We acknowledge the pain that many feel that camp this year may 
not continue in its normal format, for safety reasons. We lift up especially in prayer our local 
camp, Cave Springs. We recognize the strain they face with a new building, without the 
ability to host campers and rentals. We pray over all who will have attended and been part od 

making camp happen, that God in your creative spirit, all will still encounter you, your 
creation and your everlasting love, even if it cannot be at the special camp, this time.  
 
Let us pray for all in government and leadership.  
(Silent prayer). 
Guide the leaders in government and health officials as they make exceedingly difficult 
decisions in the days and weeks to come. 
 
Let us pray for peace.  
(Silent prayer)  



 

8 
 

 
 

Bringer of Peace, our world is pierced with strife, conflict, anger and hatred. We pray 
especially for justice following the senseless killing of Ahmaud Arbery, a 25 year-old black 
man out for a run in his neighborhood. We pray peace and relief for his family and for all who 
suffer oppression. Strengthen all who work for peace around the world with courage and 
perseverance. 
 
Let us pray for our community. 
 (Silent prayer)  
Merciful God, we live in a world that is hurt and broken. Be with all who suffer and grant 
them peace. Watch over our community that it may be a place where we can live in 
relationship with one another as you modelled for us in the life of Jesus Christ. Strengthen 
parents to be responsible and loving that their children may know security and joy. Guide 
children to honour and cherish their parents with compassion. May all people discover your 
parental care by the respect, grace, and love given them by others.  
 
Let us pray for all who suffer, those we know, and those unknown to us.  
(Silent prayer).  
We pray for comfort to all who grieve, peace to all who are anxious, caution to those who 
needlessly risk their health, hope for all who are struggling 
economically,socially,mentally,physically,and in any manner because of the current pandemic.  
 
Finally, we pray for ourselves.  
(Silent Prayer)  
As a potter fashons a vessel from humble clay, you transform us into a new creation.  
Help us to discern and identify ways to reach out across the spaces with Your hands and 
heart, to be Your presence and comfort, extending Your peace and mercy to the sick and 
hurting, to give voice to the voiceless and companionship to the lonely. Form us into a 
healthy, vital, growing followers of Jesus, joined in purpose and vision; united in our search 
for a deeper relationship with you, and guided by the presence of the Holy Spirit.  
 
We pray all of this in Jesus’ holy and strong Name, Amen.  
   
Duet  “This Little Light of Mine”     

-Melanie Hugill & Andrew Poaps 
Blessing & Sending Forth            

As you go from this time together, may you remember who you are, and to whom you 
belong, for the Love of God is yours to share, the peace of Christ is yours to extend, and the 
grace and power of the Holy Spirit is with you, this day and always, Amen.  
 
Choral Vespers    May the God of Hope Go With Us (VU 424) One License 
 





 


