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Sunday, July 19th, 2020 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Questions of the Heart: 
‘God, you have searched me and known me.’ 

 


 
“Oh Lord, how shining and festive is your gift to us, if we 

only look, and see.” 
(Mary Oliver, “Look and See”; in ‘Why I Wake Early’, 2004) 

 




Gathering Music                 Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 
Welcome                                                                 Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 

Welcome back, or welcome for the very first time, to worship here with 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville.  If we haven’t met yet, my name is Rev. 
Heather Weaver-Orosz, and it’s my privilege to invite you in to this sacred time 
together.  Wherever you are, in whatever circumstances of life you find yourself, 
may you know that God greets you here.  God delights in your choice to be here, 
to worship, to restore, to renew ourselves in God’s great and unconditional Love. 

We are already in the third week of our summer series, where we are 
hearing God speak through our Trinity church family, as they answer ‘Questions 
of the Heart’.  One of the things that is always hardest about a summer series 
such as this, is that there just isn’t enough time to hear from all of you – and you 

all have your own stories to tell.  And so, what I have said to some of you 
already but want to repeat for everyone following along is that, from the 
beginning, our greater hope has always been that each of you would take time 
with these questions, for yourselves.  Maybe the answers are only something you 
choose to share with God, but I pray you take all the time you need:  to process, 
to reflect, and to give thanks to God for accompanying you, through it all. 
 There is so much to give thanks for, always.  Let’s prepare to do that all 
over again, now.  Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship… 
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Lighting the Christ Candle  “Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary” 
     (More Voices 18) 
 
Call to Worship & Opening Prayer 
“The God Who Calls”  (Copyright Carol Penner, leadinginworship.com) 
You are the God who calls. 
You are hiding in the pauses of the winter wind 
whipping around the corners of my house. 
You are present in the space between the opening petals 
of the first spring crocus. 
You are there in the silence behind 
the crickets chirping on the hot summer evening. 
You are in the autumn aching for what’s been lost when all is fallen. 
You call to us from the other side of Eden, your voice emanating from deserts, 
dreams, whirlwinds and burning bushes. 
And always on the mountaintop we find you; in wide vistas and clear air, 
whispering to us as we look down on all we know. 
I want you to be the God who calls me. 
Hear my [late night late life] lament. 
I’ve missed the train for glory too many times to count, 
a no-show in the parade of saints, absent without cause in the angel army. 
I’m here today to say, “I want to hear, help my unhearing.” 
Let the words of my mouth speak out the meditations of your heart, 
truly, clearly, faithfully, today and always. 
 
Hymn    “There’s a Spirit in the Air” (Voices United 582) 
 

Growing Together    “The Grateful Book” (Angela Kohler) 

 Hello my friends – it’s so good to spend this time with you again. 

 I wonder if you remember that last week I told you about a funny moment 

when I was recording the video with Tania.  Well, this week, I have a little story 

about when I was able to go and see our Kassandra, in preparing for this week. 

 So, on Tuesday evening I went to have a backyard visit with Kass, and her 

husband Dan, and their son James.  There’s a whole other story I can tell you 

sometime about James eating cookies, but for today what I thought you might 

like to know is that one of the reasons I record the video segment, the ‘interview’ 

so much earlier in the week is to give me time to think about how their answers 

can be reflected in some of the hymns we choose, or the prayers that are 

offered, etc etc.  I also use those answers to think about what this time together 

might look like. 
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 This particular week, I did things in a slightly reversed order, as I was 

going through some books and came across this one by Angela Kohler.  It’s 

called ‘The Grateful Book’, and it absolutely reminds me of Kass.  I’m going to 

read it in just a minute, and then you’ll hear how it’s all about finding reasons to 

give thanks, in all that we see and do in our days and nights.  That reminds me 

of Kass, because she has a way of showing us all how to do that.  Kass has what 

lots of people describe as a sunny personality… which doesn’t mean that she 

never feels sadness, or anger, or any other emotions other than happiness – but 

she remembers to say thank you for all that is good; for all the ways that God’s  

love shines through, even when it feels like it’s raining on our hearts. 

 The thing is, Kass did not know I had chosen this book for Growing 

Together today – and yet, you might have to keep both hands and some of your 

toes ready to count the number of times in our video that she and Dan say they 

are grateful.  They have had so many things change these last 4 months, and 

lots of disappointments, but they continue to not just feel grateful for who and 

what they have; they give thanks to God for who and what they have.   

 I pray that we can all do the same. 

 Let’s take a listen to this book by Angela Kohler… ‘The Grateful Book’ 

 

Hymn   “I Can Feel You Near Me God” (More Voices 48) 
 
Scripture     Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24 (VU 861)  
 
O God, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You discern my path and the places I rest; 
You are familiar with all my ways. 
Before a word is on my tongue, you know it, O God, completely. 
You guard me from behind and before, 
and lay your hand upon me. 
It is beyond my knowledge; it is a mystery; I cannot fathom it. 
Where can I escape from your spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
if I lie down in the grave, you are even there. 
If I take wing with the dawn and alight at the sea’s farthest limits, 
there also your hand will be guiding me, 
your powerful hand holding me fast. 
If I say, “Let the darkness cover me and my day be turned to night,” 
even darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, 
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for darkness is as light to you. 
It was you who formed my inward parts; 
you fashioned me in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully, wonderfully made. 
Wondrous are your works; that I know very well. 
My frame was not hidden from you when I was being fashioned in secret, 
intricately woven in the mystery of clay. 
Your eyes saw my substance taking shape; 
in your book my every day was recorded; 
all my days were fashioned, even before they came to be. 
How deep are your designs to me, O God!  How great their number! 
I try to count them but they are more than the sand. 
I come to the end – I am still with you. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my thoughts. 
Watch closely, lest I follow a path of error 
and guide me in the everlasting way. 
 
Introduction to the Summer Series, Week 3 
 With gratitude, I can say that I’ve heard from many of you these past few 
weeks, saying how much you’re enjoying this summer series.  I am, too – for 
many of the same reasons you’ve shared.  One of the things that is highest on 
my list of gratitude is the way that we’re able to see and hear from people that 
might otherwise get a little lost in the crowd.  Spouses of ministers fit into that 
category – including my own, and including Kassandra’s husband Dan.  Usually, 
publicly, Dan is quietly behind the scenes, and many of us might not yet know 
him very well… including his sense of humour. 
 The video that follows is going to give you a wonderful window in to more 
of who Kass and Dan are, as individuals but very much as a family unit; and if 
you wait until the very end (spoiler alert), you’ll get a funny glimpse in to Dan 
and his way of finding just the right moment to burst in, unexpectedly.  You’ll 
also see this great moment of reaction from Kass, but we watched it all back 
together and decided that it just had to stay in.  This is real life, and this is a 

very real, very grateful family, in the midst of some very surreal times.  In the 
words of Mary Oliver:  “Oh Lord, how shining and festive is your gift to us, if we 
only look, and see.”  Let’s take a look… 
 
Questions of the Heart The Matthews & Mucciarelli Family: 
     Kassandra, Dan, and James 
1. Can you start by telling us who you are? 
2. What have these last 4 months been like for you and your family?   
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     How has the pandemic affected your life? 

3. What kind of storm are you in and what kind of boat? 
4. How are you finding spiritual growth?  Who or what fills your soul? 
5. Apart from the Bible, have you read a spiritual or uplifting book that you can 

recommend and why? 
6. What are you able to do now that you didn’t have time for before COVID-19? 

     Have you added a new hobby or learned something new? 

7. Who or what is helping you?   
8. Who are you helping? 
9. What issues weigh most on your heart and mind right now? 
10. How are you able to speak and live with hope? 

11. What changes will you make, or what changes will you keep, after the     

         pandemic, and this present time apart? 

12. Is there anything else you would like to say to your church family? 
 

Prayer 
God, we thank you for James, and Dan, and Kassandra.  Thank you for their 
shared love and devotion, for each other, for their families, and for their wide 
circles of connection and care.  We pray your strength and peace will continue to 
surround them in all that they juggle and manage.  We pray that your joy would 
continue to shine through them, as they and we follow in the life-giving Way of 
Jesus.  In his name I pray.  Amen. 
 
Personal Prayer & Reflection  
 
Hymn “10,000 Reasons” (Matt Redman) 
   
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 
I guess we can know we are well into the summer season when the 
announcements about our Life & Work together have really slowed down.  We 
continue to invite you to our Zoom gathering of Coffee & Conversation, each 
Sunday at 11:45; and the Thursday Morning Men’s Group continues to gather on 
Zoom.  Please stay tuned for results and updates from our Return to Church 

Committee and the survey that took place earlier this month…but other than 
that, right now we’re moving along at a bit of a slower pace. For that, too, we 
can be grateful.    
 
Offering Invitation 
In this unofficial theme of the day, we continue to give great thanks for your 
generous support and care – for this congregation and our shared ministry 
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together; and for the wider community and world that God has entrusted to our 
compassionate sharing.  Let us prepare to give thanks, again. 
 
Song of Thanksgiving (“Grant Us, God, the Grace”, Voices United 540) 
 
Prayer   “Generous Giving Offering Prayer”   

(adapted; Copyright Carol Penner, leadinginworship.com) 
God of grace, we hear your call to generous giving  in the way you meet our 
needs each day, and in the peace you give which passes understanding. 
Having received so much, we offer all we have, our time, talents and money for 
your reign, on earth as it is in heaven. Bless these gifts for the work of your 
church.  Amen 

 
Duet  “Bow the Knee” (Chris Machen & Mike Harland; arr. Tom Fettke) 
 
Prayers for Ourselves & Others 
“Big Picture Congregational Prayer” (Copyright Carol Penner, leadinginworship.com) 

Thank you God for everything under us; 
for the chairs on which we sit, for our church’s firm foundation, 
for the soil with its burrowing animals and insects, 
for the rock down under that, layered by the sea in ancient times, 
for the water that flows in subterranean channels far beneath us, 
and for the miles upon miles of bedrock, (unknown and unexplored by all but 
you), all the way down to the living heat of our planet, 
the molten rock deep in the heart of the earth. 
Thank you God for everything above us; for the solid roof which shelters us, 
for the wind swirling and birds soaring skyward, 
for the airplanes and clouds high above, 
for the upper atmosphere and the stratosphere, 
for satellites orbiting, for meteors whizzing, 
for the moon and the planets  of our solar system, 
for asteroids and comets and supernovae and black holes, 
for galaxy upon galaxy stretching away into the vastness of space. 

The wide span of your work is a mystery we cannot fathom. 
You are above us, you are beneath us, God of creation! 
We pause now in silence as you hear our confessions and concerns: [silence] 
Thank you that even though we are so small in the scheme of things, 
you hear our prayers, you answer our prayers. 
Bless our church, and help us to be people who point others to you. 
Help us to be a faithful part of your big picture.   
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When we are together, and when we are apart, may we know ourselves bound 
to you and all your beloved Creation. 
May we speak, move, pray, and act as a whole people, united in gratitude for all 
that is; held in hope for all that is still to be. 
May we hear you calling us into our best next steps, as we follow, boldly and 
humbly, in the Way of Jesus. 
All this we pray in the name of the One  who taught us to find shelter in you, as 
a child in the arms of a mother,  and who gave us these words to pray together: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn   “I Have Called You by Your Name” (More Voices 161)   

 
Blessing & Sending Forth  
 
May you go from this time into all of your next times,  
with promise and passion to look, and see. 
May you open your eyes, your ears, your heart; the entirety of your whole being, 
so fearfully and wonderfully made.   
May you see every reason that there is to give thanks, 
and may you offer your praise to God of every blessing. 
God who has always been, is now, and will always be. 
There is indescribable blessing in trusting this to be true. 
There is indescribable blessing in sharing it, with all whom you meet.  
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
  
Sung Blessing   “Peace Be with You” (More Voices 215)  
 

Postlude      
 




