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Sunday, July 26th, 2020 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Questions of the Heart: 
‘Make known what God has done.’ 

 
     



“I’ll shout it from the mountain top; I want my world to know: 
the Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it on.” 

(Kurt Kaiser, “It Only Takes a Spark”, 1969) 
 







Gathering Music                 Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 
Welcome                                                                 Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
Hello there, and welcome to worship here with Trinity United Church, Beamsville.  
It is always good to know you are there, gathering in together – and it is always 
humbling to know that you accept this offering with the graciousness that you 
do.  Just about every time that I come to prepare this point in the service text, I 
find myself longing for something new and fresh to say for a time of welcome… 
and then God reminds me, that is entirely not the point.  It is, instead, entirely 
God’s point that we are welcomed here, however we may feel, whatever we 
have come through this past week, and month, and more.  God welcomes us, 
always and especially now, precisely so that our hearts can receive reassurance 

that we can be renewed and refreshed – in body, mind, and spirit; as often and 
as deeply as we need.  
 
Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
     (Voices United 400) 
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Call to Worship & Opening Prayer 
The psalmist calls us to give thanks; to call on God’s name. 
From time beyond our understanding, God’s people, across all boundaries, 
have been called, invited, welcomed into holy space like this, 
that we might claim our voices,  
to make known to the nations what God has done. 
May we lift our voices, in song and in prayer: 
praying again, and then again and again,  
that all God’s children will know this truth: 
you are loved, you are needed, you are part of God’s story. 
Let us lift our voices in prayers of greatest thanksgiving: 
 
Holy God of life and love, 
we gather together, and yet apart. 
We gather in trust, and ever-renewing hope,  
that you are in the midst of our lives and our loves. 
You are holding us together, when we feel most frayed. 
You are binding us to one another, when we feel most alone. 
You are infusing us with new breath, when we feel most weary. 
You are giving us all that we need and more, 
to sing with an outpouring of praise. 
Thanks be to you, O God, for this life, and your love. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn     “Morning Has Broken” (Voices United 409) 
 

Growing Together   How far does an apple fall from the tree?  

 

Hello my friends, and welcome back to this time of growing together. 

 

I’m excited to tell you that, this past week, I had a chance to go and visit 

some of our friends who live almost as close to the church as you can.  I think 

you might know who I mean?  That’s right… I went for a backyard visit with 

Owen, Rosie, and Eli, and their parents Melanie and Kevin.  We were getting 

ready for this week’s ‘Questions of the Heart’, and the whole family was able to 

be part of sharing their thoughts and their faith story right now. 

 Before I even arrived at their house, I had a pretty good hunch that I 

would be greeted by one or two or maybe all three of the Hugill-Bourque 

children… and I also had a hunch that I would be very warmly welcomed, with 

wonderful manners and hospitality.  Hospitality is a big word, I suppose, but it 
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really just means how we greet one another; how we make one another feel 

welcome, and at home in each other’s presence. 

 I knew that I would receive that wonderful hospitality, that kind and 

generous welcome, because that’s what I know Owen, Rosie, and Eli have been 

taught by their parents.  There’s a saying out there that says, “an apple doesn’t 

fall far from the tree’… which is true when it comes to apple trees, but it is also a 

way of saying that children usually learn what they live.  We aren’t exactly like 

our parents, but many children often live in ways that resemble their parents’ 

choices – especially the good choices.   

 I have a book on my shelf that also reminds me parents/adults can learn 

from children.  It is this book, called ‘Guide to Good Manners:  From Precious 

Parents to Precious Kids’.  If ever you’re wondering how to set the dinner table, 

or how to share the sidewalk, or how to keep your fingernails clean, this is the 

book for you.  It’s written from the perspective of what children need to learn 

from their parents, but here’s the thing:  there are some things in this book that 

are far more for adults to learn from children.   

 Here’s one example:  In the section called ‘Wireless Manners’, it has lots of 

good advice, like keeping your phone on silent when you’re in a public gathering; 

and keeping private matters private.  That’s good advice for anyone of any age.  

But then at one point it says, “Don’t text in a seminar or meeting”, and that 

struck me as a little bit funny, because I don’t know many children who go to 

seminars or meetings – and then I thought, you know what, this author is pretty 

smart.  I think she realizes that it isn’t just the children who are to learn from 

their parents.  Parents always have something to learn from their children, even 

in the books we share and the examples we set for one another. 

 So, I know that working on our manners is something we’ll all be doing for 

all our lives, but I also know that, even at your young age, God has given you 

wonderful ways to set a fine example for all those around you.  It may be how 

you say hello to someone when they come for a distanced visit.  It may be how 

you share with others, or play with others, or call or write to others.  Whatever 

you do in a day, every day, God gives us all the chance to let others know that 

we are loved; that we matter to one another, and most of all, each and every 

one of us matters to God. 

 

 Shall we pray together… 

 

Hymn    “Jesus Loves Me” (Voices United 365) 
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Scripture      Psalm 105: 1-11, 45b (VU 828 Part One) 

Give thanks and call on God’s name. 
Make known to the nations what God has done. 
Sing, O sing the songs of praise; 
tell of all God’s wonderful deeds. 
Exult in God’s holy name; 
let those who seek God be joyful in heart. 
 
Turn for help to the One who is your strength; 
seek God’s presence continually. 

Remember the marvels the Most High has done, 
the wonders and judgements God has given, 
O children of Abraham and Sarah, God’s servants, 
O offspring of Israel, chosen of God. 
 
You are the eternal God, 
your justice reaches every corner of the earth. 
You are ever mindful of your covenant, 
the promise you gave to a thousand generations, 
the covenant you made with Sarah and Abraham, 
the oath you gave to Isaac. 
You confirmed it for Jacob as binding. 
To Israel your everlasting covenant you declared, 
“To you I give the land of Canaan, 
as your appointed inheritance.” 
 
Bless God, my soul.  Hallelujah! 
Amen. 
 
Introduction to the Summer Series, Week 3 
 
 I’m guessing you’ve all that had feeling in your life where you realize that 
someone who hasn’t been in your life all that long is so much a part of your life 
that you can’t remember when they weren’t… or, at the very least, you always 
marvel that it’s such a relatively short time you’ve known one another.  That is 
entirely how it feels for me, and I suspect for most of you, when it comes to the 
Hugill-Bourque Family.  Who would have thought that only two years after 
moving to Beamsville from Montreal, Melanie, Kevin, Owen, Rosie, and Eli would 
be so deeply connected to our congregational life – and yet, once you get to 
know them, the question really becomes, how would they not? 
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 Getting to know this family better is what you get to experience next, in 
this summer’s ‘Questions of the Heart’.  You’re going to see and hear Kevin and 
Melanie in ways they don’t usually have the chance, as they work week in and 
week out to bring these online services to life.  You’re going to see and hear 
these perfectly wonderful, fully unrehearsed moments of their life together, with 
everything from the backyard sounds of Ralph working away on his pile of Holy 
Scrap (metal) on the other side of the fence; to Eli trying to make up his mind 
whether he wanted to be on camera or off.  Beginning to end, you’re going to 
grow in love and gratitude for this family that is part of this congregational 
fabric, alongside all of you.  Beginning to end, this is all about our shared 
adventure of making known what God has done, and continues to do.  Let’s take 
a look… 
  
Questions of the Heart The Hugill-Bourque Family: 
     Melanie, Kevin, Owen, Rosie & Eli 
 
Prayer 
Generous God, thank you for the generous, joyful, faith-filled love of this family:  
for you, for one another, and for all of us, all together.  Thank you for bringing 
our lives together, in pursuit of life with you.  Thank you for the lifelong ways 
you bring us new relationships, new beginnings, new places to call home.  Thank 
you for giving us the security, comfort, and strength of knowing our home in 
you; and for giving us all the courage and gratitude we need to share this true 
home, with all whom we meet.  I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
Personal Prayer & Reflection  
 
Hymn “It Only Takes a Spark” (Voices United 289) 
   
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 

Once again this week, I call your attention and your generous giving to the 
Announcements that remind us of the ongoing needs of the neighbours we know 
in the local migrant farm workers.  Thank you to all who have contributed 

already, and thank you for your ongoing prayers and support.   
The same gratitude is extended to you for your patience as we move 

through the process of determining our best next steps, in this pandemic life.  As 
you can see, we are still relying on recorded worship for all of our congregation 
as our building policy remains unchanged, but we are watching and listening 
carefully to where we can go next, and determining what is best to come next 
for us. 
 



7 
 

Offering Invitation 
In our waiting for what is next, may we continue to work toward God’s vision of 
what can be, now.  Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the full mission 
and vision of our place, our collective voice here in Lincoln, and far, far beyond. 
Let us prepare to give thanks for the gifts God has given us to share, far beyond 
ourselves. 
Song of Thanksgiving  “Grant Us, God, the Grace”, Voices United 540 
Prayer 
Grant us, God, the grace of giving with our whole selves.  For those we know, 
and for those we will never know, may these resources be taken for your 
blessing, your wisdom, your calling, your building of true justice, for all your 
people.  This we give and this I pray, in the name and the Way of Jesus.  Amen.   

 
Duet  “Come, O Spirit, Come” (Paul F. Page) 
 
Prayers for Ourselves & Others 
 
The prayer that follows is not in the usual flow or structure of prayers for 
ourselves and others.  It does not explicitly make space for detailed petitions to 
God, but it does name clearly some of our most collective places of brokenness; 
and, most importantly for my heart, it makes strong and repeated affirmations of 
trust in God’s presence, mercy, and healing power, in bringing us through all that 
surrounds us right now.  Written by Britney Winn Lee, it is the closing litany from 
a new book to be released next month, entitled Rally:  Communal Prayers for 
Lovers of Jesus and Justice.  Britney’s prayer is called, “All Shall Be Well:  A 
Closing Prayer for Making it Through Together”, and as the publishers of Rally 
say so well, “This prayer reminds us that hope endures; goodness prevails; 
people surprise us; and love cannot, has not, will not fail.” 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Everything can change in a moment.   
Disaster can take our certainty, 

our plans for the coming months, the health we thought would be ours,  
and the people that made our lives whole. 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
Tragedy can shake the firmest foundation,  
and consume our homes by flood. 
Grief can rob our chests of deep breaths, 
and our minds of every clear thought. 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
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The darkness can threaten the marginalized,  
who are vulnerable before its coming. 
It can bring the worst out in our humanity, and expose the fears that we nurse. 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
War, disease, disaster, and violence can rewrite a story we loved. 
Injustice can leave us beyond exhausted. How long, O God, we cry out. 
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
But here’s what it cannot do: it cannot stop the sun from rising,  
or grace from being free.  
It cannot contain the abundant creativity that explodes amid limitations. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
Loss cannot restrain the helpers from meeting the needs of neighbours. 
Pain will not keep people from singing or the grass from growing again. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
Every ounce of chaos couldn’t kill the bravery we learned was inside of us, 
and no new normal can steal the memories that taught us how to love. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
This moment, no matter how dark or how long,  
can’t make us belong to one another less;  
and not one single thing in all of creation can separate us from God’s love. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
All shall be well, and love has not failed. We’ll make it through together. 
All shall be well, and love will not fail. We’ll make it through together. 
All shall be well, and love cannot fail. We’ll make it through together.  Amen!  
 
Hymn “Through the Heart of Every City” (Voices United 584)   

 
Blessing & Sending Forth  
Through the heart of this community is a longing for peace, in its truest form. 
Through the heart of this global family is a longing for love, in its highest form. 
May your speaking, your acting, your sharing, your being, be part of proclaiming 
that such holy love and peace are not just possible, but real and alive. 
May your proclamation be real and blessed.   

May you use words when necessary. 
Peace be with you, always!  Amen. 
  
Sung Blessing  “Peace Be with You” (More Voices 215)  
 
Postlude      
 




