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Sunday, August 30th, 2020 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Questions of the Heart: 
‘…as we put our trust in you.’ 

 
     

"The world is indeed full of peril, and in it there are many dark places; but still 
there is much that is fair, and though in all lands love is now mingled with grief, 

it grows perhaps the greater."  -J.R.R. Tolkein 
 





Gathering Music                 Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory  
   
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 
Welcome                                                 Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
 
Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle   
 
Call to Worship & Opening Prayer     
 
We come to sing of God’s unending love for all of us this morning, 

We come to give thanks for signs of hope. 

And so we pray:  

As a flower stretches for the sunlight,  

As a cup seeks quenching at the fountain,  

As clay seeks direction from the sculptor,  

We pray that God would grow us, fill us and transform us,  
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opening us petal by petal,  

strengthening us little by little,  

warming us again into life 

especially in the places of our hearts most in need.  

Dearest Creator, we pray that you would bless this time together,  

and all who are with us in spirit,  in Jesus holy name, Amen.  

 
Hymn   O God, Beyond All Praising (VU 256) 
 

Growing Together   “An Ordinary Miracle”  

 

Hello friends!  

I have some joyous news to share, about two amazing miracles!  

A miracle is something that is unexpected, a surprise, and is a sign of God’s 

special presence with us.  

 

The first miracle I want to share with you is my sunflower. It is a miracle 

because of where it is growing – it is growing in a crack in the cement! And – I 

didn’t plant it! A birdie must have dropped a seed right in my driveway, and now 

I have this amazing sunflower!  

 

It takes great strength to grow in difficult conditions, like a driveway. And that is 

why it is such a miracle! I am so grateful for this sunflower, just about to bloom.  

 

Speaking of blooming, the second miracle I would like to share with you is happy 

news – I am expecting a baby! I am going to have a baby in a few months, in 

February! Little James is going to be a big brother. So we can watch my tummy 

expand over the next few months and know God is growing this baby, a sign of 

new life even during a pandemic!  

 

We may feel sometimes like there is a lot of bad news. But God is one who 

makes sunflowers grow in driveways, helps babies grow in pandemics, and helps 

YOU to grow in difficult times.  

 

Let us pray:  

Loving God,  
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Thank you for babies, sunflowers, and hope that things will always get better. 

You God are a God of miracles, a God who can bring joy out of difficult 

situations. Help us God, to see your signs of hope and joy in our lives, that we 

would know more and more deeply that you are here for us.  

 

Amen.   

 

Hymn    In The Bulb, There Is a Flower (VU 703)  
 
Scripture  Psalm 71  (VU 789, Part I) 

In You, O God, I seek refuge; may I never be disappointed.  

In Your righteousness save and rescue me, 

incline your ear and deliver me.  

Be a sheltering rock for me,  

a fortress where I may find safety; 

for you are my rock and stronghold.  

Rescue me, O God, from the hand of the wicked, 

from the grasp of the unjust and cruel.  

For you are my hope, my trust from my youth; 

from the time of my birth I have leaned on you.  

A mighty fortress is our God,  

a bulwark never failing.  

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word, thanks be to God.  

 
Introduction to the Summer Series, Week 8  
 
I had the pleasure of visiting Jane Cunningham and George Stephenson in their 
lush forested backyard. I trust you will find it refreshing as I did, the honesty and 
openness with which they speak. Despite the difficult realities of the last few 
months for their family, they remain with hope. So pull up a chair around their 
deck and let’s hear and learn from this remarkable family.  

      
Prayer  
 
Let us pray:  
Holy One,  
We are grateful for Jane and George, for their willingness to open their home 
and lives to us in this way. We give thanks for their incredible leadership in the 
community and for their resilience through this time. We thank you for the ways 
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this time has brought them together, and ask you to continue to bind them 
closely as a family. We pray peace, and time for restoration that they may find 
fresh strength for the seasons ahead. We pray especially for Emma and Will, as 
they prepare and pray for what is next. Give wisdom, discernment, courage, and 
always, new hope. This we pray in Jesus Name, Amen.  
                
Personal Prayer & Reflection  
 
Hymn Now Thank We All Our God (VU 236)  
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community                    
 
Offering Invitation         
Song of Thanksgiving (“Grant Us, God, the Grace”, Voices United 540) 
Prayer                

 
Duet     
 
Prayers for Ourselves & Others  
 
~Adapted from “World News This Week in Prayer”, a ministry of the Episcopal 
Church of St. John the Baptist, Lodi, California, as viewed on 
www.worldinprayer.org  
 

Dearest creator of us all, 

It is to you that we lift our souls and our very beings.  As we draw near to you in this 
very moment, we ask that you guide us, that you cover us, that you hold us in the palm 
of your hand and cover us with your ever present love.  It is this that we need as we 
long for hope.  Hope for a world to be more loving to one another, hope that your pure 
love might cover us both in our celebrations as well as in our mourning. 

God, we pray for healing of brokenness as we grieve the loss of life, of businesses, of 
your natural world.  We lift up the people in Iowa, USA where tornadoes have changed 
lives forever and have demolished the livelihood of so many. We ask for your presence 
to be off the coast of the Republic of Mauritius where an oil spill has damaged your 
beautiful creation. We pray for courage and resiliency for those facing wildfires in 
California, USA, especially for those in danger’s path and those who are suffering 
renewed trauma because of losses suffered in previous years.  We lift up the name of 
Jacob Blake, an unarmed black man who was shot in front of his children. We pray 
fervently for an end to such brutality and racism, and all who live in fear because of 
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their God-given skin colour. We pray especially for migrant workers in our community 
who are invisible because of their God-given skin colour. We ask for your healing and 
love in this world which can be so cruel. 

We celebrate with those of us who are celebrating the Islamic New Year.  As this new 
year begins, we ask for hope and love to spread across all of our hearts.  We are in 
deep need of moments to celebrate your love and your peace in this world.  Help us to 
seek out new ways to find pieces of hope in even the smallest parts of our world. 

God, as you continue to cover with love those who suffer from Covid-19, we now pray 
for those who have seemingly recovered from the virus, but may indeed experience life-
long effects.  As we imagine new ways of life, we pray for continual healing for our 
loved ones and neighbors who are suffering from these effects already.  We pray for 
those in Spain, Italy, and Iran where there have been significantly more cases in the 
past days.  We pray for your healing to spread out across to all of our neighbors around 
the world.  As we grieve these effects, we also grieve the losses of jobs and pray for 
those in dire need of income.  We pray for those in the United Kingdom where the 
economy is especially not well, as well as for those in so many other parts of the world 
where many do not know if their jobs will be there tomorrow or if they will be able to 
have a good meal tomorrow.  We pray that nourishment of all kinds might be had. 

God we are so grateful for our neighbors around the world to whom we can offer our 
love and from whom we also receive so much love.  Although we may not be able to 
send our specific love and prayers to each one of them, we ask for you to send them 
love on our behalf.  We are so grateful that no matter where we go or what we do, we 
can walk knowing that we have your love on our backs and your hope in our pockets.  
Be with our neighbors, Lord, and rekindle in us the need to come closer together even 
as we safely stay apart. 

In all these things, abide with us, O Spirit and Word of Comfort and Truth.  

As we pray together the prayer Jesus taught us to pray:                           

The Prayer of Jesus  
 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
now and forever, Amen.  
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Hymn He Leadeth Me 
 

Blessing & Sending Forth 
 
~Adapted from “God Sends Us Out” in Acorns and Archangels by Ruth Burgess, 
Wild Goose Publications, 2009.  
 
And now with fresh strength and renewed hope, 
 
God sends us out into this world –  
Not to build walls, but to dismantle barriers.  
 
Not to load on chains,  
but to liberate the oppressed.  
 
Not to close our doors,  
but to welcome the stranger.  
 
Not to further fragment the body of Christ,  
But to reimagine it.  
 
So Go now, out into this week, into this world,  
As you are, as a child of God,  
To seek out signs of hope, and reveal them to others,  
that you may live as a sign of God’s renewing presence in this world.  
Amen.  
  
  
Sung Blessing   “Peace Be with You” (More Voices 215)  
 
Postlude      
 




