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Sunday, September 6th, 2020 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Questions of the Heart 
 

     

“Love to fall like April rains on your hurts.  
Love to shine like summer sun on your joys.  

Love to gold balm your sorrows when September sunsets come.  
Love in all your winter griefs,  

Till new life wakes again.”    
 

                                            -Grandma’s Blessing, Norah Hanson 




Gathering Music                 Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory  
   
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 
Welcome                                                 Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
 
Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle   
 
Call to Worship & Opening Prayer     
 

~ from All Things New, written by Rev. Susan A. Blain and Rev. Scott Ressman. 
Posted on the United Church of Christ website. 
http://www.ucc.org/50/pdfs/worship-resources.pdf 
 
O Living God of past and future, 
 we praise you 
 for this present moment. 
And so we pray, Holy God,  
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 Fill us with your joy and empower us with your Holy Spirit, 
 that our strength may be renewed 
 to sing a new song of your glory 
 in a world which longs for your justice and peace. 
 All this we ask in the name of Jesus, 
 in whom we become 
 your new creation. 
Amen.  
 
Hymn   “Sing a New Song Unto the Lord”  
Songwriter: Dan Schutte 
Also in Catholic Book of Worship III 563 
 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; 
Let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
Singing alleluia. 
 
Yahweh's people dance for joy. 
O come before the Lord. 
And play for him on glad tambourines, 
And let your trumpet sound. 
 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; 
Let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
Singing alleluia. 
 
Rise, O children, from your sleep; 
Your Savior now has come. 
God has turned your sorrow to joy, 
And filled your soul with song. 
 

Sing a new song unto the Lord; 
Let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
Singing alleluia. 
 
Glad my soul for I have seen 
The glory of the Lord. 
The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised. 



4 
 

I know my Savior lives. 
 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; 
Let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
Singing alleluia. 
 
Growing Together   “Lamb’s Ear”   

 

I brought something special today, from the garden. It is a plant that grows a bit 

like a weed, called “Lamb’s Ear”. It is called that because of its shape, it looks 

like a lamb’s ear, and also because it is soooo soft. It is like a feather.  

 

When I touch it, it brings me comfort, because it makes me think of Jesus 

cradling the lamb in his arms. We are like that lamb, God is our comfort too.  

When we are afraid, maybe we are afraid of back to school, maybe afraid of 

getting sick, we can remember that God is our comfort. God loves us and brings 

us comfort when we are afraid.  

 

For today’s prayer, I invite you to wrap yourself in a hug. Imagine God is 

hugging you, giving you comfort.  

Let us pray.  

 

Loving God,  

Thank you for being our comfort. Thank you for loving us no matter what. We 

are sometimes afraid. In our hearts, we can talk to you about our fears, let’s do 

that now…  Please help us to know you are with us, always.  

Amen.  

 

Hymn  “Jesus Loves Me”   
 
Scripture  Psalm 149  “Give Praise to Our God”   (VU 872)  

 

This week we will sing the psalm to close our series, after all, it is a psalm of 

praise intended to be sung!  

You are welcome to join in singing, or perhaps let the words of the psalm wash 

over you.  
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Give praise to our God and sing a new song,  

amid all the saints God’s praises prolong; 

a song to your maker and ruler now raise, 

all children of Zion, rejoice and give praise.  

With timbrel and harp and joyful acclaim, 

with gladness and mirth, we praise your great name; 

for now in your people your pleasure you seek,  

with robes of salvation adorning the meek.  

In glory exult, you saints of the Word; 

with songs in the night high praises accord;  

go forth in God’s service, be strong in God’s might 

to conquer all evil and stand for the right.  

For this is God’s word: the saints shall not fail,  

but over the earth the humble prevail;  

all rulers and nations shall yield to their sway.  

To God give the glory; sing praises for aye.  

 
Introduction to the Summer Series, Week 10 
 
      
Prayer  
 
               
Personal Prayer & Reflection  
 
Hymn  “Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary”  (MV 18) 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community                    
 
Offering Invitation         

Song of Thanksgiving (“Grant Us, God, the Grace”, Voices United 540) 
Prayer                

 
Duet     
 
Prayers for Ourselves & Others  
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~Adapted from “World News This Week in Prayer”, a ministry of the Episcopal 
Church of St. John the Baptist, Lodi, California, as viewed on 
www.worldinprayer.org  
 
Holy One, 
 
As we center ourselves for prayer, remind us that you are as close to us as our 
very breath, even in these times when you may feel so far away to so many of 
us; in these times when many of us find it so hard to breathe. You are there with 
us. 
 
So we begin our time of prayer with three deep breaths. As we breathe in, may 
we breathe in your peace. As we breathe out, may we breathe out your love. 
 
We lift up prayers of healing for the United States, after months of civil unrest 
over police brutality and attacks on innocent black lives. We pray for the lives of 
the protestors who were killed and injured by a white teen with an assault 
weapon during related protests in Kenosha, Wisconsin. God of Justice, help each 
of us do our part as we seek to redeem the soul of the United States as it faces 
the sin of racism. 
 
We continue to pray for the Middle East, where turmoil seems ceaseless. We 
especially pray for those affected by the airstrikes in the southern Gaza Strip, 
after 11 straight days of bombing. Our hearts are still with Beirut, Lebanon, 
where explosion survivors are trying to pick up the pieces and rebuild their lives. 
God of Reconciliation, guide us into new ways of hope and peace. 
 
During this seemingly never-ending global Coronavirus pandemic, we lift prayers 
for all who are affected, and pray especially for children who are starting a new 
school year, for the many stresses on families, for teachers and administrators, 
and for wisdom for our leaders as they try to determine a way forward. We pray 
specifically for Spain, as the surge in cases has made it the new epicenter of the 
virus, and for Brazil, where new cases and deaths continue to rise. God of Grace, 

help each of us to do our part as we continually seek to slow the spread. 
 
We pray for the Earth, as we face ramifications of climate change and natural 
disasters in so many parts of the world. We see over one million acres of 
California, USA, burning with wildfires; we see flash floods killing dozens in 
Charikar, Afghanistan as they were sleeping. We pray for those in the path of 
Hurricane Laura, as it has made landfall at the border of Texas and Louisiana, 
USA, where over 500,000 people evacuated, the storm bringing with it punishing 
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winds and torrential rains. And all of these evacuations in each of these cases 
are more challenging due to the coronavirus. 
 
Breathing in smoke from wildfires, or from explosions, makes it hard to breathe. 
 
Seeing the lives of innocent people cut short due to prejudice makes it hard to 
breathe. 
 
Experiencing the fear and loss of a global pandemic is making it hard to breathe. 
 
Fill us with your Holy Spirit that, even now, with tensions high everywhere we 
turn, we may breathe in Your peace, and breathe out Your love. Help us to 
breathe, so that we may do the work of healing that is so desperately needed, 
and that we may find some joy along the way.  
 

In all these things, abide with us, O Spirit and Word of Comfort and Truth.  

As we pray together the prayer Jesus taught us to pray:                           

The Prayer of Jesus  
 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
now and forever, Amen.  
 
Hymn “Draw the Circle Wide”  (MV 145) 

 
Blessing & Sending Forth 

 
~”Grandma’s Blessing” by Norah Hanson in Acorns and Archangels: Resources 
for Ordinary Time by Ruth Burgess. Glasgow: Wild Goose Publishing, 2009. 
 
“Grandma’s Blessing”  
 
Health in the springtime of your life.  
The hue of briar rose upon your cheek.  
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Strong and supple limbs to stride through life  
and embrace all that it will offer.  
Deep peace in your soul.  
The courage of lions in your heart.  
 
Love to fall like April rains on your hurts.  
Love to shine like summer sun on your joys.  
Love to gold balm your sorrows when September sunsets come.  
Love in all your winter griefs,  
Till new life wakes again.  
 
   
Sung Blessing   “Peace Be with You” (More Voices 215)  
 
Postlude      
 




