
 

Trinity United Church  
Beamsville 

 

 
 

Sunday, November 1st, 2020 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

All Saints Sunday 



2 
 

Sunday, November 1st, 2020 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
All Saints Sunday 

 
     



Gathering Music                 Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their relationship 
with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We acknowledge that we are 
gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and Haudenosaunee and give thanks 
for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 
Welcome                                                     Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
 
Good Morning! Welcome to Trinity United Church to this our time of Worship. We 
are grateful to be able to be together with all who join us online, and all who may 
be here in person. However you join us today, we trust God binds us together in 
ways beyond our understanding. My name is Kassandra Matthews and it is an 
honour to serve in Ministry alongside you as a Student Minister. Last Sunday we bid 
“see you soon” to Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz to enjoy sabbatical time. We have 
Rev. Judy Bowman, who is our Minister Emerita, covering this time beginning next 
week; how appropriate that she is with us today as a guest, as we celebrate All 
Saints Sunday.  
 
All Saints is a part of our tradition where we honour the ordinary and yet 
remarkable saints who have been part of our lives and our church: the great 
mentors, theologians, justice warriors, teachers, past clergy, family members, dear 
ones that have gone before us. People who have poured into our lives and shaped 
our lives as we know them.  
 
As we light the Christ Candle this morning, to remind us of the presence of God 
always with us, let us pause and consider who these saints have been, who has 
shone the Christ light for us, in our lives and history.  (Let us prepare our hearts 
and minds for worship.)  
 
Lighting the Christ Candle   
    
Call to Worship  
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God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, 
we join our voices this morning with the voices who spoke before. 
we join our choruses with those who have sung before.  
In all our weakness and our strength,  
with our youth-filled spirits and aging bodies,    
We come to be your people, O God.  
 
Strong in faith and eager with questions,  
singing our praise and whispering our prayers,  
We come to be your people, O God.  
 
Filled with saintly determination 
yet mindful of our human limitations,  
We come to be your people, O God.  
 
Made strong in your endless love for us,  
we know ourselves to be yours, and  
We come to be your people, O God.  
 
Opening Prayer   
Ancient God,   
We remember those who have gone before us,  
who were transformed by your power.  
Your spirit gave wisdom to the humble,  
eloquence to the voices that would speak,  
courage to the fearful,  
bright hope to the suffering and imprisoned.  
 
Present God,  
we long for strength and renewal;  
we long for a church that is the living body of Christ for the world.  
Fill us with your spirit’s power.  

Give us grace to trust your promises and offer your faithfulness,  
knowing you are always at work; 
seeking, healing, renewing, transforming.  
We pray you would seek, heal, renew and transform us today, even now,  
as we join together in the prayer that Jesus taught us:  
 
The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 
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Hymn  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You” (VU 232)    
  
Growing Together  
 
(TUC photo album, family photo album, the bible.) 
 All of these have one thing in common – we are all part of the same story. The 
story God is telling through our lives.   God gives each of us a special gift or talent, 
and a special call – to share it with the world. Maybe it is humour. Maybe it is 
compassion, or being kind to people when they are hurt. Maybe it is standing up 
for people who are left out. Maybe it is helping people to learn, or sharing music. I 
invite you to go through family photo album and talk together about the people in 
your album. Ask your family who was important in their lives, and how they gifted 
the world. And I pray that you may know you are a very special part of this 
community, and a special part of the story God has been telling forever. 
Let Us Pray… 
 
Hymn    “Blest be the Tie That Binds” (VU 602) 
 
Scripture  Joshua 3:7-11, 4:1-7  (New International Version) 
 
And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all 
Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. Tell the priests 
who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s 
waters, go and stand in the river.’” 
 
Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your 
God. This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will 
certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, 
Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all 
the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 
 
When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 
“Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to 

take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests 
are standing, and carry them over with you and put them down at the place where 
you stay tonight.” 
 
So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, 
one from each tribe, and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your 
God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his 
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve as a sign 
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among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones 
mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.” 
 
Duet    “Come to My Heart” Joe Pinson 
        Andrew Poaps and Melanie Hugill 
 
Scripture Matthew 5: 1-12 (New International Version) 
 
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. 
 
He said: 
 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 

evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
Let Us Pray. God of the Ages, You have used these words to speak to generations 
who seek to follow you, know you, and love you. Use these words today to connect 
each one of us to the story that binds us all together, throughout time and space, 
as Your community. And may the words of my mouth, and the meditations of all of 
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our hearts be acceptable in your sight O God, our rock and redeemer. Amen.  
 
Message   
 
Prayer & Personal Reflection  
 
Hymn “Come Touch Our Hearts” (MV 12) (*verses 1,2,3,4) 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community            
 
Offering                  
 Invitation  
We are invited to offer ourselves in service to others, and we do that in so many 
ways, through the ways we live, support one another and help where we can. And 
as we are able, we are invited to share our gifts for the work of Christ’s church; in 
our own community and throughout the whole world. We are grateful for all who 
continue to give. Let us give thanks in song.  
 

Song of Thanksgiving   “Grateful” (More Voices 182, chorus only) 
Prayer 
  
Loving, Gentle, wonderful God, you gave us gifts, and we have used them, 

filtered them, multiplied them, regenerated them; we offer them now to you as 
love, gentleness and wonder. Be pleased to accept our gifts, we pray in Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others        Rev. Judy Bowman 
 
God of ancient days: 
Today we are remembering and giving thanks for our ancestors in Christ,  
the men and women known to us in the stories of our faith, 
the followers of Jesus who embraced his ministry in his life 
and spread it through their world in his death, 

who built communities of faith and recorded the stories of his life 
so that generations to come would know him and be inspired by him. 
Some were persecuted for their actions, some martyred themselves,  
all laboured selflessly to bring the gospel to life through their lives. 
We pray that we maybe as faithful and persistent as they were 
and in doing so be an inspiration to the people of our world. 
 
God of present days: 
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Today we are remembering and giving thanks for those we have known  
and revered in our day. 
Some are deep thinkers who respect the claims of their ancestors 
but seek to explain them in new ways, sometimes challenging them. 
They too are often persecuted. 
Some are great organizers who build churches and camps and hospitals 
such that the gospel is still being spread throughout the world. 
Some have developed new ministries through new technologies 
so that even in this day, in the midst of an unprecedented virus 
the word and the music of the community can still be heard. 
Some are uncomfortable, always aware of who is being left behind, 
who is a victim of racial or sexual injustice or a cruel regime 
who is born into a culture of poverty from which they cannot rise.  
These followers cannot be silenced. They too are often persecuted. 
Finally there are those who quietly share their gifts  
sewing, baking, cleaning, repairing church buildings, making music, 
teaching the youngest, visiting the oldest, managing finances. 
They may not be persecuted but they are often unnoticed, unsung. 
These are the saints of our day and we give thanks for them. 
 
Sadly we are aware that some among us or known to us 
are struggling with illnesses over which they have no control 
and hope for healing is slowly slipping away. 
We call them into our heart and mind at this time............. 
we hold them close trusting that they and we with them 
are all being held in a great cloud where the love of God abides. 
 
We pray in the strong name of Jesus in whose steps we follow 
Amen. 
    
Hymn           “Blessed are the Poor in Spirit” (By Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 
used with permission)  
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; all God's realm is surely theirs. 
Those in mourning will find comfort as an answer to their prayers. 
 
Meek ones whom this world despises will inherit everything. 
God, your kingdom still surprises; may we seek the reign you bring. 
 
Blessed, too, are those who hunger and who thirst for what is right. 
They will not be prone to wander, for your will is their delight. 
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Those who show God's care and mercy will receive that mercy too. 
God, in Christ you show us clearly of the joy we have in you. 
 
Those who share the peace God gives them will find blessings as God's own. 
Those oppressed for faithful living will call heaven's kingdom Home. 
 
When the world's ways seem distressing and we feel life's painful sting, 
God, remind us of the blessings of the wondrous life you bring. 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 
 
Go on your way rejoicing; 
Surrounded as you are by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
take courage as you face each new challenge, 
and comfort when you pick yourself from a fall, 
In whatever good you choose to do, 
precede it with hope, 
accompany it with prayer, 
and follow it with thanksgiving. 
 
The blessing of God Most Wonderful, 
whom the saints have trusted as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
will be with you 
now and ever more. 
 
Amen! 
           
Sung Blessing  “Peace Be with You” (More Voices 215)   
 
Postlude    





Used with Permission and Gratitude:  
 
Offering Prayer written by Kate Gregory, Belwood-Metz P.C, Belwood, ON.  


