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Sunday, September 27th, 2020 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

Creation Time 3 in the Season of Pentecost 
 

Celebrating the Season of Creation 
 

     

“Like a healing stream in a barren desert, 
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth, 

God is trickling through our lives as in a dream unfolding, 
Promising revival and rebirth… like a healing stream."  

(Bruce Harding, More Voices, 144)    
 





Gathering Music                 Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their relationship 
with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We acknowledge that we are 
gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and Haudenosaunee and give thanks 
for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 
Welcome                                                                 Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz  

Good morning, and welcome to worship here with Trinity United Church, 
Beamsville.  For those of you I haven’t yet met, my name is Heather Weaver-Orosz 
and I am perpetually grateful to name myself as minister of this fine flock of Jesus’ 
followers.  This morning I am here with our Student Minister, Kassandra Matthews; 
our Music Director, Andrew Poaps; our soloist Melanie Hugill; and our tech team, in 
Tania Szabo and Kevin Bourque.  Today we are also joined by a small group of 
folks from our Church Council, here as a test group of sorts, as we are moving 
through a first-run of our Return to Worship procedures and practices.  We are 
thankful to them, for taking on this important task, as we look toward our official 

return to in-person worship, next Sunday, October 4.  We are also so thankful to 
have some faces looking back at us, masked and unsinging as they may be.  As 
you’ll hear often through today’s service, we know God is always with us, but this 
sanctuary has often felt a lonely place these last six months and more.  Smiling 
eyes before us is a wonderful gift to behold – so please know that now, in addition 
to looking at you through the camera, our eyes will be scanning the sanctuary to 
see those in the room, too.   
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 That said, we know that many of you have laboured long over your decision 
about whether it is possible for you to return to the building at this time, and we 
both respect and support your decision, whatever it may be.  We continue to say 
how much we treasure knowing you are out there joining us online and in print, 
and we continue to say that God binds us together in faith, for as long as this time 
apart may be.   
 Last but not least, while we will say more about Communion when we reach 
that point in the service, this also seems like a good time to remind you to gather 
in some simple elements for the holy feast we will share together.  Live streaming 
doesn’t allow you to hit pause right now, but we won’t know if you scoot away to 
get what you need.  All will be well.  It already is.   

Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship, together… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle   
 
Call to Worship & Opening Prayer  Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
Creator Spirit, wellspring of our lives,  
open to us today the sea of your mercy and water us with full streams 
from the riches of your grace and the springs of your kindness. 
As the rain falls on the just and the unjust alike, refresh us with your mercy.  
As a stream flows steadily on, defying all the odds of stone and water,  
Flow over every boundary and border that separates us from one another.  
As waters of our baptism washed and welcomed us,  
renew us now in newness of life and unity of love.  
As we were once held in the waters of our mother’s womb,  
hold us in the power and peace of your abiding presence.  
We pray in Jesus' sweet name.  Amen. 
 
Hymn  “All Who Are Thirsty” (More Voices 4) 
    
Growing Together        Kassandra 

Oh those Israelites, grumbling again. But no matter how much they grumble, 
God is always with them, often revealing Godself in nature, this time giving them 

water just when they needed it most. I have a song to teach us that explains how 
God is with us, better than I could!   
“Like a Rock” (More Voices 92) 
There are some actions: …  
“Like a rock, God is under our feet 
like a starry night sky, God is over our heads.  
like the sun on the horizon God is ever before,  
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore.” 
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Scripture Exodus 17: 1-7 (NRSV) 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no  
water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give 
us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 
you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people  
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill 
us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord,  
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord  
said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel 
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will  
be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water  
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the  
Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or 
not?” 
 
Message  “Re-Creation: I will be standing there”  Kassandra 
 

Let us pray: May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all of our 
hearts be acceptable in your sight O God, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

When I was a little girl, I loved church and I loved God.  I remember singing 
the hymns and would play communion and offering with my teddies and dolls. But 
I had terrible nightmares, and there were seasons when I would wake my parents 
up almost nightly. My mom, probably half out of compassion and half out of a 
desperate need for sleep, had a brilliant idea. She brought me a touch lamp, and 
told me whenever I was afraid I could touch the light and it would remind me God 
is with me. As I remember it worked fairly well!   

This needing to know the closeness of God is natural at any stage of life, to 
need reassurance. My asking of “where is God” was childlike, and I responded with 
a trusting childlike faith.  

We find the Israelites in today’s scripture passage in what some scholars call 

the “adolescence” of their faith. They seem to believe God is there to meet their 
needs, and if God does not respond quickly enough, they get angry and rebel, in 
this case, threatening to stone Moses.  

Now, I don’t want to downplay their needs, by any means. The Israelites 
have been on a long and draining journey. They have just been told this journey is 
going to be a lot longer than they could ever have imagined – forty years in a 
desert. For many of us we may relate on some level to this journey, as we journey 
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through the difficulties of life, and for the last 6 months, the difficulties of a global 
pandemic.   

Last week, Rev. Heather spoke about the murmuring Israelites, and how God 
came through despite it and provided Manna.  As their journey continues in the 
desert, they are growing thirsty. Extreme thirst is no joke, I do not want to suggest 
their complaining is superfluous. They have been through so much. Taken from 
their home country to live in slavery for generations, finally brought out into 
freedom – and it is not as sweet as they’d hoped. Hope seems lost for them in this 
wilderness, in this desert. And so they ask a perennial question that all of humanity 
may ask: “Where is God?”  

Judy Fentress-Williams writes in the Africana Bible that this story is often 
evocative for Black and racialized individuals, who were stolen from their land, and 
whose first taste of eventual freedom was a bitter one. The promise of forty acres 
and a mule was empty. Fentress writes that this experience caused many to ask, 
“Where is this promised land?” and, “Where is God?”  

Elie Wiesel, Nobel Prize winning author of Night and holocaust survivor, 
writes about a time when in the midst of such unspeakable horrors, a fellow 
prisoner asked, “For God’s sake, where is God?” 

In our darkest moments of wilderness we may ask, “Where is God?” 
Wisdom and mature faith come from a young dutch woman named Etty 

Hillesum, who wrote these words well beyond her years from a concentration 
camp:  

“There is a really deep well inside me. And in it dwells God.  
Sometimes I am there, too …  
And that is all we can manage these days, and also, all that really matters:  
that we safeguard that little piece of You, God, in ourselves.”  
Perhaps we all have this symbolic well that she speaks of. In some seasons 

where our faith is more adolescent, the well may be shallow, and empty when 
circumstances arise.  As our relationship with God develops over time and trust 
builds, perhaps our well may expand and grow deeper.  

What I believe is constant is that God is always here. When we sing “come, 
Lord Jesus come”, as we did this morning, I don’t believe we are asking God to 
enter the building, or enter our living rooms. God is already with us. My 

understanding is that we are really inviting ourselves to open ourselves, to expand 
the well of our souls, to become increasingly aware of God’s presence. Our lives 
and our circumstances can get in the way, and can fill our well with things that 
make us less aware of God. As Richard Rohr writes: 

“God cannot abide with us in a place of fear.  
God cannot abide with us in a place of ill will or hatred. 
God cannot speak inside of so much angry noise and conscious deceit. 
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God cannot be born except in a womb of Love. 
So offer God that womb.”   
(Richard Rohr, September 19, 2020; Center for Action and Contemplation) 

(Rohr invited his followers to consider a diet from the news for a month’s time for 
this very reason).  

Spiritual maturity comes with developing awareness of what is filling our 
spiritual wells. If we have wells full of hate, fear, complaining, God is certainly 
there with us through it, but we take up our well with space that prevents us from 
knowing and benefiting from God’s presence.  If we invite God into our 
circumstances and make space, we may sense God’s presence and peace more 
readily in our difficult circumstances. I don’t mean to suggest that if we “just find 
God”, all our problems, all our thirst will go away. (As God did not pluck the 
Israelites from their wilderness). But rather I encourage us to develop our 
awareness of God’s presence with us through it all, as God was with Moses, 
promising him, “I will be standing there”. I will be with you.  

For the Israelites in the desert, water is provided where there were only 
rocks. Water is life, we literally need it to survive. This story is one of many stories 
in scripture where people were calling out for God’s presence, and God came 
through in a special way. We’re 3 months from Christmas when we will again 
celebrate Jesus, God revealing in a very special way that God is our companion, 
that God is present, Emmanuel, God is with us.  And it is not lost on me today as 
we prepare to share in the Sacrament of Communion, that God is with us in the 
breaking of the bread.  

For the Israelites in todays story, in the midst of their deepest needs and 
longings, a table is spread for them. There is gift of drink where only dry rocks 
could be found. Just when they thought God had forsaken them, God provided a 
promise of presence, God provided water, provided life - where it seemed there 
was only death.  

And as God used Creation yet again to reveal Godself, this time in the 
provision of water from a dry rock, so I believe wholeheartedly, instinctively, that 
nature so often still reveals God to us. That being in nature is something that helps 
to fill our well. Jesus often went out into nature, even to wilderness, with intention: 
to discern, to pray and ‘refuel’ if you will.  In Zen meditation there is a tenet, “Sit in 

nature for 20 minutes a day. If you’re busy, make in an hour”. Christine Valters-
Paintner writes in Earth, Our Original Monastery:  

“When you bring attention to something in nature and bring yourself fully 
present to it, you can sense its inner stillness, meeting a place of stillness in 
your own heart. You can experience how much it rests in the great Being 
who holds all of us, with no divisions, and in that awareness you discover 
that place within you as well.”   
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And as you do, as the Israelites did, may you become aware of God’s 
presence with you, there.  May your well overflow with peace and awareness of 
God’s constant presence, enough to sustain and quench you on your journey, come 
what may.  

 
Let us pray:  
Holy One, we pray for all who thirst in physical ways:  
for all who live in dry lands, struggling to survive without access to safe drinking 
water. Forgive our misuse of Your creation.  
We pray for a world where resources are better shared and cared for.  
We pray God for all who thirst in spiritual ways:  
whose circumstances prevent them from tapping into your peace.  
We pray O God, for when that is people we love.   
We pray God, for when that is us.  
May our hearts overflow with compassion for all, that we may be conduits of hope  
and assurance of your presence in this world.  
We pray in Jesus’ holy name.  Amen.  
 
Prayer & Personal Reflection  
 
Hymn   “Like a Healing Stream” (More Voices 144) 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community    Heather    

There is still so much for us to lift up and celebrate, in our life and work 
together.  I know things have been radically different for so long, and yet I see, I 
hear, and I know first hand how you continue to be a faithful community of Jesus 
followers.  There are, of course, the many ways you continue to give and share 
resources, and to care for one another, with connections and meals and safe 
visiting.  I’m also keenly aware of your prayers for one another, and the difference 
that makes to this journey.   

For your prayers this week and long after, could you please include Jane & 
Stewart Capell, and all of their extended family, as they mourn the death of Jane’s 
cherished mother.  In Jane’s words, her mother was good until she wasn’t, and this 

will be a difficult time of releasing and mourning.  Even so, there is cause for 
gratitude as Jane and all her family were able to accompany her mother on her 
journey home; and we trust that God is close with them all, in every moment.     
 
Offering Invitation        Heather 
Whether we are together in body or physically apart and bound firm by faith, may 
we hear God’s invitation for our shared lives, as the Body of Christ.  Again this day, 
and for always, we are called to be bearers of God’s Good News:  to share all that 
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we know and have, for the sake of God’s great purposes, far beyond our own.  Let 
us prepare to do so again this day, with joyful, grateful generosity. 
 
Song of Thanksgiving   “Grateful” (More Voices 182, chorus only) 
Prayer          Heather 
Take, O God, what we offer in trust and in humility, blessing these gifts as signs of 
your good news for the world.  Bless us in the giving, forming us for Christ’s Way in 
our living.  Amen. 
 

The Celebration of Communion 
 

Welcome & Invitation        Heather 
 On this Communion Sunday, we are especially joyful to welcome you to this 
sacred time – even as we say that there isn’t anything particularly special about 
this Sunday, that we might celebrate Communion.  The truth is that next Sunday, 
October 4 is when a great portion of the global Christian community will be 
honouring World Communion Sunday, and it is normally our practice to be part of 
this remarkable, uniting day.  However, it was also a very intentional decision on 
our part to not add too many elements in to the mix on the same Sunday we are 
planning to return to in-person worship.  One new thing at a time, we have strived 
to say, and so that means marking Communion today.  Our test group from Council 
is testing some practices for us, off-screen as they may be, and we will continue to 
learn and grow, all together.  
 That said, we approach this table with awe and gratitude, knowing that 
God’s great and love-filled Spirit gathers us in, from near and far, to prepare our 
hearts for all the ways of holy transformation.  We trust that you have had a 
moment already to prepare your elements for this holy feast, and that when the 
time comes for us to share the bread and juice, or crackers and water, or whatever 
you have prepared, Jesus is setting that table alongside us. 
 This is holy ground, in body, mind, and spirit.  Let us prepare to enter into 
most fully, as we unite our hearts in prayer: 
  
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The earth is God’s creation, and everything in it, 
and God’s glory covers the earth as the waters over the sea. 
The trees of the field clap their hands, the birds of the air sing songs of praise. 
And if we should fail to express our worship, 
even the rocks and stones would cry out! 
And so, we lift up our hearts, and we lift up our voices. 
And we offer thanksgiving and adoration to the Creator of all. 
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Prayer of Confession 
Yet Creator God, We come before you asking for your grace.  
For all that you have made and we have destroyed – we ask your forgiveness.  
For all that you have shared and we have squandered – we ask your forgiveness. 
For all that you have saved and we have abused – we ask your forgiveness.  
For all that you have loved and we have diminished – we ask for your forgiveness. 
For all that you have blessed and we have neglected – we ask for your forgiveness. 
Renew us in your love, recreate us, reconnect us and restore us  
to your community of creation, that we may live always in you. Amen. 
 

We give thanks and praise as we pray as children turn to a mother  
who watches over them, saying together: 

 
The Prayer of Jesus, sung (Songs for a Gospel People 12) 
 
Breaking the Bread and Filling the Cup 
Blessed are you, Creator of the Universe, 
for from seeds sown into the earth you have given us the gift of bread 
to feed and nourish us. 
At Jesus’ last meal with his friends, He took bread, blessed it and broke it. 
Then he passed it among them saying: 
This is my body, broken for you. Take and eat, and do this to remember me. 
(bread is broken and held up)  

 
Blessed are you, Creator God,  
for from grapes which grow ripe and sweet on the vine, 
you have given us the gift of wine to refresh and heal us. 
And at Jesus’ last meal with his friends, He took the cup of wine and blessed it. 
Then he passed it among them saying: This is my blood shed for you. 
Take and drink, and do this to remember me. 
(juice is poured and held up) 

 
And now we come to your table again Jesus, 

mindful of how you laid your life down, 
so that we and creation could be born anew; 
mindful of how you took your life up again, 
so that we and creation could be filled with the life abundant; 
mindful that we cannot earn or purchase this privilege, 
but that it is your grace which beckons us, 
and your grace which ensures that all creation may be one and whole. 
May your Spirit work in these fruits of earth, 



10 
 

so that they may become for us a sharing in this work. 
May your Spirit work in we, who are children of earth, 
so that we may be transformed into Christ’s body, 
carrying his life, his care, and his love to all creation. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Loaf and Cup 
“The bread of life, the cup of blessing” 

 
Hymn   “Deep In Our Hearts” (More Voices 154) *Verses 1 & 3 
 
Prayer After Communion    (in unison) 
In this moment (and in this sacrament), 
we have remembered the whole of creation. 
And that the whole of creation is filled with God’s grace. 
And that the whole of creation has been renewed in God’s love. 
And that the whole of creation reflects the glory of God. 
So we go now, in peace and hope, to share this message 
in word and action, in risk and compassion, with all of creation.  Amen            

  
 Hymn          “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” (Voices United 481) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth                                                         Kassandra 
May the blessing of the God who danced the dawning of creation, be with us. 
May the blessing of the Son who challenges us  
to dance the pain of the world’s suffering, be with us; 
and may the blessing of the Spirit who invites us to join in the dance of celebration, 
be with us, from now into eternity. Amen. 
 
Sung Blessing  “Sing Amen” (Voices United 431)   
 
Postlude    





Used with permission & gratitude: 
Opening Prayer:  by Kathy Galloway, “Opening Response” in Wild Goose Big Book 
of Worship Resources. Iona: Wild Goose, 2017; p.232. (adapted) 
Offering Prayer:  by Gord Dunbar, Kincardine UC in Gathering:  Pentecost 2 2020, 
UCPH, 43. 
Communion Liturgy:  by John van de Laar © Sacredise 2007 - http://sacredise.com 

(adapted)     



