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Thursday, December 24, 2020 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

Candlelight Service and Communion 
 

This Night, We are Those Who Dream 
 

     



Gathering Music                Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    

For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                      Rev. Judy Bowman 
Good evening everyone: 
Welcome wherever you are, however you are receiving this service and whatever 
the circumstances of your life. There’s just a handful of us here tonight – our 
student minister Kassandra Matthews, our music director Andrew Poaps, our soloist 
Melanie Hugill and our tech team Tania Szabo,                    , Kevin Bourke working 
on-line from home and myself Rev. Judy Bowman. Needless to say it is not like any 
Christmas Eve any one of us ever dreamed of but it is still Christmas Eve, the 
holiest night of the year, and even the corona virus cannot stop us from celebrating 
God’s coming among us. During the service we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Communion and you are invited to take part in the sharing of the bread and the 
cup. If you have not already done so please take a moment where it is appropriate 
for you to get a small glass of fluid of your choice and a piece of bread, (like this) 
and have it ready for later in the service.  
 
There is a stillness about this night. A profound stillness.  The shops and 

restaurants are closed, people are settled into their homes, there’s hardly a car on 
the road – along with that there is a sense that all of creation is still - waiting for a 
baby’s cry, waiting to once again welcome God into our hearts. Waiting for 
Emmaneul God-with-us. Waiting in the stillness.  
 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
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Introit    Still, Still, Still       47 VU 
 
Call to Worship 
This year we dreamed of world peace. 
We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. 
We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes. 
We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to disease. 
We dreamed, because to dream is to believe. 
For to dream is to hope, to dream is to see. 
So make room in your being to dream yet again, 
Of a world without fear, and a God that draws near. 
For it is almost Christmas. 
Love is almost here, 
May we dream to see, and hope to believe. Let us worship Holy God. 
  
Hymn     O Come, All Ye Faithful      60 VU   
    
Lighting of The Christ Candle     Kass B & Judy A 
(not in powerpoint, print only please) 
A: In the beginning God dreamed of a beautiful world. 
B: In Egypt, the Israelites dreamed of freedom. 
A: In the wilderness, the people dreamed of safety. 
B: In Jerusalem people dreamed of a Messiah. 
A: In Bethlehem, the shepherds and Wise Men dreamed of a new beginning. 
B: Then, several years later, Jesus walked the earth and dreams came 
true. 
A: The sick were healed. The poor had food. 
B: The forgotten and ignored were seen. 
A: The children were welcomed. 
B: Everyone was invited to the table, and the world has never been the 
same. 
A: So tonight, we are those who dream. 
B: Tonight, we dream the same dreams of our ancestors before us. 

A: Tonight, we dream of justice and mercy, of love and kindness, of peace and 
hope. 
B: Tonight we dream of a God who draws near to us out of unfailing love. 
A: May this candle be a reminder that there will be a day when every dream will be 
fulfilled. And until then we will be those who dream. 
B: Let us worship Holy God. 
 
Sung Response    “Hope is a Candle” (all verses)  



4 
 

Prayer of Confession                                    Judy 
Ever present God. From time to time we dream radical dreams. 
We dream of freedom for the imprisoned, food for the hungry and equality for all. 
We dream bold, radical dreams, until the world tells us that these dreams are 
impossible. 
And when that happens, we are tempted to tuck our dreams into coat pockets and 
let them collect dust on the shelves of our hearts.  
Forgive us for giving up so easily, for on this night we remember and celebrate a 
radical dream – that you dwelled among us. 
Give us the courage to dust old dreams off the shelf with the confidence that with 
you, the impossible is possible.  
With you, a light always shines in the darkness. 
With you, even an unwed teenage couple and a band of shepherds can bring joy to 
the world. 
Thanks be to God for a dream like that. Amen. 
  
Scripture  Isaiah 9:2-7      Judy 
 
Hymn     Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   8 VU 
 
Scripture  Luke 2:1-14.      Kass 
  
Message   All Wrapped Up          Judy  
  
Prayer & Personal Reflection  
 
Hymn   O Little Town of Bethlehem                 VU 64 
 
Service of Communion      Judy and Kass 
May God be with us. 
 God is here among us. 
Let us open our hearts to God. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

Let us give thanks to God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, 
Creator of light, giver of all life, Source of Love. 
We bless you for all your gifts. 
You bring creation to birth 
And send prophets to awaken us to your Advent among us. 
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We praise you for that holy night of hope 
And the wonder of this time of joy. 
We thank you for those who, like Mary, 
Have the strength and courage 
To give birth to your love in the world; 
For those who like the shepherds, 
Dare to seek out the Child of Bethlehem. 
 
We praise you that your everlasting light is shown to us   
 in womb and tomb 
 in cradle and cross, 
 in tenderness and compassion. 
For Jesus Christ 
In whom you gather hopes and fears of all the years, 
we bless your Holy Name, 
joining with all your people of every time and place, 
and with angels and archangels 
who proclaim the holy birth: 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
Power of life and love! 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory!  
Hosanna through the ages! 
Blest is the One who comes to bring your justice to earth! 
 
Let us remember together that vision of God’s reign 
shown to us in Jesus at table: 
 he shared food with followers and friends, 
with saints and sinners, 
 with crowds of thousands on the hillside, 
and a few friends in an upper room.  
 On the night before he died, 
 he had supper with his friends. 

He took a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks, 
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying 
 “Take, eat. 
 Do this in remembrance of me. 
Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks  
He passed it among them, saying: 
 “Drink this. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Through this loaf and cup, Jesus lives within us. 
 In word and deed, Jesus lives among us.  
 
Send, O God, 
Your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts 
that all who share this bread and cup 
may be the body of Christ: light, life and love in the world. 
 
At this time, we remember all those 
with whom you would have us share your feast. 
We pray for those who are in sorrow or in pain, 
All who are ill or alone, 
We pray for all who are suffering and afraid  
or have lost loved ones with the corona virus 
All who live in fear, oppression, or hunger 
All whom the world counts as last and least. 
We pray for children,  
for those who are ill,  
for  those who live in poverty 
for those who live in fear.  
 
And now we offer before you 
The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 
 
Breaking the Bread and Filling the Cup 
 
The Bread of Life 
given for you.      Judy 
 
The Cup of Promise 
poured out for you.     Kass 
 
Come for all things are ready now. 

 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
  
The bread of life.     Judy 
 
The cup of blessing     Kass 
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Prayer after Communion 
We give thanks that bread broken brings wholeness: 
that wine poured out replenishes; 
that time spent with the Risen Christ and one another 
is gift and grace.  Amen. 
    
Hymn    Silent Night, Holy Night.    67VU 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 
May the light that enlivens all the world,  
the light that darkness cannot overcome’ 
love’s pure light in Jesus Christ 
Shine on you and in our world this night. 
Amen. 
                                                                    
Sung Blessing   Away in a Manger     69 VU verse 3 
 
Postlude    





Used with Permission and Gratitude:  
 
~ Liturgy adapted from a resources by Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art LLC, 
sanctifiedart.org 
~ Service of Communion adapted from Celebrate God’s Presence, The United 
Church Publishing House 


