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Sunday, December 20, 2020 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

Those Who Dream: Are Not Alone 
 

     



Gathering Music                Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    

For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                      Rev. Judy Bowman 
 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
    
Call to Worship 
I knew joy, but when I heard the laugh of my child, 
Suddenly, joy was overflowing. 
I knew love, but when you held my hand, 
Suddenly, love was overflowing. 
I knew God, but when you showed me grace, 
 when you forgave me, 
 when you loved me, 
 when you raised me, 
Suddenly, God was overflowing. 

So let us worship God together 
As a reminder that God is here and we are not alone. 
This is community. 
This is the body of Christ. 
Welcome home. 
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Hymn  “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”   VU 36 
 
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting     Kass B & Judy A 
(not in powerpoint, print only please) 
 
A: I dream of music that makes my heart swell. 
B: I dream of trees that take my breath away. 
A: I dream of sunrises that wrap me in light. 
B: I dream of family dinners that feel like home. 
A: I dream of church services that give me hope. 
B: I dream of love as the default. 
A: So today, as we draw near to Christmas day, we light the candle of love. 
B. So may this light burn as a reminder that God is here and God is love.  
A: We are not alone. Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession                                     
 
God of Good News. 
You say to me, “you are highly favoured” but I struggle to see how that could be. 
You say to me, “do not be afraid,” but I am afraid all the time. 
You say to me, “Even the impossible is possible, just look at Elizabeth. 
Teach us to trust like the angels. 
Forgive us when we can only do one at a time, or none at all. 
Amen. 
 
Sung Response     “Hope is a Candle” (verses 1-4) 
 
Growing Together  Blessing of the Prayer Shawls 
 
Hello Dear friends! I have something special to show you today. I have them 
tucked here in the manger. Like little blankets, prayer shawls. These have been 
made with love. Some special people in our congregation made these by hand, 

stitch by stitch, and their prayer as they stitched was for the person who would 
receive it. They hoped they would be enfolded in these blankets, and know our 
love. We have a whole bunch made now, and so we’re ready to give them to 
people who need them: people who have had surgery, or bad news, or are 
lonesome, or just anyone who needs to remember they are loved. It reminds us 
that we are a community, we are knit together, we care for each other. So would 
you like to help me bless these prayer shawls, before Judy and I give them out this 
week?  
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Let us pray:  
 
Loving God, thank you for the love you have for us. Thank you for the love we 
have for each other. We pray that each person who receives one of these blankets 
would feel your love, and our love, and we pray that you would bless the hands 
that made them. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.   
  
 
Sung Response   “Hope Is a Star”  (VU 7, vs 4)    
 
Scripture  Luke 1:26-45 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 39 In those days Mary 
set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
   
Duet                    All Earth Is Waiting   VU 5 
  
Message  The Impossible Dream Becomes Possible        Judy and Kass     
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Affirmation of Faith   
We believe that this world is hard… 
Harder than it has to be. 
When the world falls apart around us, 
We believe in listening for the angels that say, “Do not be afraid!” 
And in seeking out the Elizabeths in our lives –  
Those who laugh with joy upon our arrival 
And throw open the doors to their homes. 
We believe that healthy relationships can offer healing, 
Through laughter of cousins, 
The joy shared between siblings, 
And the home found in partnerships. 
 
Therefore, we believe in church families, 
In chosen families, 
We believe in friendships, 
In neighbours, 
And in leaning on each other when the going gets tough. 
We believe in the Triune God- 
Lover, Beloved and Love itself- 
Inherently relational, always connected, and never alone. 
 
We believe that same belovedness exists for us.  
We believe that we are loved and claimed, 
Never alone. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 
Prayer & Personal Reflection  
 
Hymn       To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary   VU 14 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community             
 

Offering                                                
 Invitation     

Song of Thanksgiving   In the Bleak Midwinter VU 55 (verse 4) 
Prayer 
  

Prayers for Ourselves and Others            
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Loving God - as we approach the day of Christ's birth help us to throw wide the 
doors of our hearts in preparation.  Help us to sense the importance of what 
happened so long ago when Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel, to remember 
the words of the angels and the prophets and the teachers of old, and to celebrate 
all the promises that you made through them.  Help us to take firm hold of the 
meaning of all these things and to know in the depths of our being that even now 
you are seeking to work in us and through us to fulfill the promises you have 
made....  Lord hear our prayer.... 
 
Lord - may this Christmas season be for us and for those around us a season of 
healing, may it be a season of hope and of love and of joy, may it be a time of true 
sharing and of rejoicing in all the earth....   Lord hear our prayer... 
 
We pray too, O God for the children of our world - and all those of tender faith, all 
those who have no home to call their home, all those who are hungry and thirsty.  
Bless the humble and the powerless and bring down from their thrones those who 
full of pride and those who are indifferent... Lord, hear our prayer.... 
 
Jesus, You brought 
   love to those who were unloved 
   hope to those who had nothing to look forward to 
   peace to those who were full of anxious daily cares. 
 
May your love motivate our care for this neighbourhood and for the wider 
community and help us all to play a part in helping to overcome the social ills that 
drag so many into despair. 
 
Revive our dreams of justice and restore our passion for the world, as we pray 
especially for people enduring tensions in Venezuela due to the election. The more 
than 300 people in southeastern India hospitalized with an unidentified illness. Our 
hearts ache as we see violence in Ethiopia, Sudan, Afghanistan, and Nigeria.  We 
grieve the losses, including at least seven people have been killed in ongoing 
violent protests in northern Iraq. 

 
We pray O God for those in need around us: for those who need a tender touch 
and a healing word....   Lord, hear our prayer... 
 
Bless we pray, too, each special one we name before you now...    Lord hear our 
prayer…. 
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We ask these things O God, with hope and praise in our hearts, our minds, and our 
souls, through Christ Jesus our Lord, Amen. 
 
The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 
    
Hymn   Angels We Have Heard on High    VU 38      
 
Blessing & Sending Forth                                                                   
 
May your souls magnify the Lord, 
and your spirits rejoice in God your Saviour. 
For God has looked with favour upon you, 
and all generations will call you blessed. 
 
Go in peace and love. 
Amen. 
           
Sung Blessing   Go Now in Peace 
 
Postlude    





Used with Permission and Gratitude:  
 
~ Liturgy adapted from a resources by Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art LLC, 
sanctifiedart.org 


