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Gathering Music           Andrew Poaps, Music Director  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 
Welcome                                                 Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
 
Welcome to TUC Beamsville! Merry Christmas! Many of us may still have 
decorations up, perhaps still remnants of Christmas wrapping here and there, 
and hopefully a few leftovers and cookies left. Even so, Christmas is just 
beginning – today is the first Sunday after Christmas in our church year. It is an 
appropriate time to reflect more deeply on the meaning of Christmas – for each 
of us. Today’s service will have a special format, with beloved carols, prayers and 
scriptures from the gospel of Luke intermingled, with the opportunity to pause 
and reflect on the heart of Christmas ; on the story of Christmas on a more 
personal level. So now, I Invite you to settle in, get cozy, and… 
 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
    
Opening Carol:    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! (VU 35) 

 
Opening Prayer:  
 
Let us pray,  
Holy One,  
As we once again ponder the story of your birth,  
we see your divine love moving through the lives of all the characters in the narrative.  
Your voice can be heard in the angels,  



sent to deliver your message and allay human fears.  
Your presence and provision is evident in the faithful and courageous hearts  
of Mary and Joseph.  
Your love is in the heart of the innkeeper, offering what he has.  
We see you in the vulnerability of the newborn baby. We hear you in the sweet voices 
of the angel chorus and in the surprised voices of the incredulous shepherds.  
All who saw you on that night held you in the centre of their hearts.  
We, too want to worship you, hold you, and feel your love direct all our paths. 
It is for this reason that we are gathered here. May it be so.  
Bless us and this time together we pray, In Jesus holy name, Amen.  
 
Scripture  Luke 2: 1-4 

 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 
 
In this passage that begins our journey, we find Mary and Joseph returning to 
his hometown. At this time, I invite each of us to think of some of the places and 
people who form part of our ‘roots’.   (pause) 
 
Carol:   Once in Royal David’s City (VU 62)  
 
Scripture  Luke 2: 6-7 
 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
I invite you to recall occasions when you may have felt excluded, not part of 
what is going on, or not given treatment you needed  or deserved. (pause) 
I invite you to think of times when you have not fully included other people. 
(pause)  
We remember all who come to mind as individuals and groups who are cast 
aside: the homeless, marginalized and racialized groups, migrant workers, 
refugees... 
 
Prayer of Confession:  
 



Let us pray,  
Lord Jesus Christ, you are loving and merciful. As we adore You who came as a 
tender babe in a manger, let us remember that you grew to be one who 
challenges us to end divides, to love not only our neighbours but our enemies, to 
turn the other cheek, to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. Forgive us for our 
compromises and narrowness of vision. Remembering your humble beginning 
and gracious life, open us to your grace, that we may hear again the song of the 
angels, and respond with a song in our hearts. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
Carol:   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (VU 44) 
 
Scripture  Luke 2: 8 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 
As the shepherds tended to their sheep, I invite you to reflect on particular 
people who have expressed care for you, in this present season and in seasons 
past. (Pause).  I invite you to recall those for whom you have shown care.  
 
Carol:    What Child Is This (VU 74)  
 
Scripture  Luke 2: 9-10 
 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; 
These words, “do not be afraid”, occur 366 times throughout the Bible. I invite 
you to consider and name to yourself anything in your life of which you are 
fearful, worried, apprehensive or concerned about.    (pause). I invite you to 
place these concerns in God’s hands, from the silence of your heart, now.  
(pause)  
Holy God, we give you thanks that you are with us, that we are not alone, that 
we can entrust you with our fears. Give us the strength, courage and assurance 

we need, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
Carol:   Angels We Have Heard on High (VU 38) 
 
 Scripture  Luke 2: 1-4 
 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 



for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to all!” 
I invite you to recall times when you have experienced great joy…  (pause) 
I invite you to repeat the words of the angel, but replace the words “in the city 
of David”, with your own name. “Today in (me), the saviour is born”. (pause) 
 
Special Music:   Il Est N é (He Is Born) VU 50   
       -Melanie Hugill & Andrew Poaps 
 
Offering: 

Scripture  Luke 2: 19 
Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart.  
Invitation: Like Mary, we take a moment to personally express gratitude 
to God, for all the people and things we hold dear, as blessings.  
Pondering in our hearts the gifts you’ve given us, we now will take a 
moment to give thanks for our offering.  
Song of Thanksgiving  In the Bleak Midwinter (VU 55 verse 4) 
Prayer:  
Gracious God,  
we give profound thanks now for your generousity to us, so much so that 
you would give of yourself. We give thanks for all who have supported the 
ministries of this community, in time, talent and treasure, and ask that you 
would bless both gift and giver, in Jesus’ name and for His sake. Amen.   

 
Scripture  Luke 2: 20 
 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them.    
 
Like the shepherds, may we not depart unchanged. May we remain thoughtful, 

reflective, prayerful and full of wonder.  
 
Closing Carol Go, Tell It on the Mountain! (VU 43) 
 
Benediction:  
 
And so, Let us go from this place proclaiming that we have seen the glory of God 
Believing that there is a light that shines in the darkness 



Which the darkness shall not overcome 
And may the love of the Creator 
The joy of the Spirit 
And the peace of the Christ-child  Be with you this Christmas, and evermore 
Amen. 
 
Sung Blessing  Away in a Manger   VU 69, verse 3 
 
Postlude    





Used with Permission and Gratitude:  
 

Opening Prayer written by Elizabeth Henderson, Emmanuel UC, North Bay, ON as 

printed in Gathering Year B, 2020-2021.  

Benediction written by Cara Heafey, as found on Worship Words. 

Liturgy adapted from a daily devotional, Praying Each Day of the Year by Nicholas 

Hutchinson, Essex, UK: Matthew James Publishing, 1998.  


