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Sunday, January 17, 2021 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

Second Sunday After Epiphany 

 
     



Gathering Music                Andrew Poaps  
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 

Welcome                                                     Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 

 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle (Andrew’s choice) 

    

Call to Worship      (Judy and Kass) 
 

When we are alone and afraid, O God, we come to you. 
When we experience upheaval and uncertainty, O God, we come to you. 

When we are overwhelmed and don’t know what to do, O God, we come to you. 
When we mourn division and hatred, O God, we come to you 

When we want to know the truth, O God, we come to you. 

When we are losing hope, O God, we come to you. 
Burdened and heavy-laden, O God we come to you. 

Just as we are, O God, we come to you.  
 

Prayer of Approach  
 

God of abiding love, present in all our beginnings, acquainted with all of our ways, 

intricately woven into the depths of all things – You understand our thoughts from 

far off, and know our ways intimately.  
As we gather to worship You, nothing is hidden from You.  

May we recognize Your voice in our midst.  
As we sing, pray and tell our stories,  

Grant that when we come to the end of ourselves,   we would find -- You. Amen. 
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Hymn  “Be Thou My Vision” VU 642 

 
Growing Together    Rev. Judy Bowman, Minister Emeritas  

 
At any age God needs us and calls us to do the “age-related” work that we can. 

The little boy Samuel didn’t understand that the voice that was calling to him in the 

night was not coming from Eli – the only person in the temple. But Eli, although 
very old and tired, recognized that the voice that Samuel was hearing was the 

voice of God. Eli then advised Samuel how to respond to God’s call, which he did. 
They needed each other for Samuel to answer the call. 

 
Hymn   “Let My Spirit Always Sing” MV 83   

 

Scripture  1 Samuel 3: 1-11  (NRSV) 
 

Samuel’s Calling and Prophetic Activity 
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord 

was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 

was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord 

called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here 
I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 

and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 

again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not 
yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got 

up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 

that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and 
if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel 

went and lay down in his place. 
 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, 
“See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who 

hears of it tingle. 
 

Hymn   “Take My Life and Let It Be”    VU 506 (vs 1-3) 
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Scripture John 1: 43-51  (NRSV) 

 
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 

 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 

found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the 
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 

said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come  
and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 

 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you 

get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 

the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 
Message  -Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
 
If someone had told me 15 years ago that I would one day be a Minister, I would 

have never believed them, and I would have laughed hysterically.  

In 2005, I was studying at Brock University, taking courses toward an undergrad 
degree with minor in social justice and equities. And perhaps for the first time, in 

the courses I was taking, my innocent eyes were opened to the evil of the world. 
Brokenness, corruption… etc.  And I was so incredibly impacted that I was often 

moved to tears. I desired a way to respond and prayed passionately to God. As 
Frederick Buechner says on calling, “the place God calls you is the place where 

your deep gladness and the worlds deep hunger meet”. I wasn’t feeling particularly 

glad, but there was a fire in my belly that needed to be quenched, and I needed to 
learn how it could. I needed to respond to the needs of the world. 

I heard about some trips going to Peru with Br. Raoul Masseur and with our own 
George Addison to South Africa, where students could receive credits for volunteer 

work in areas of need. It was just what I was looking for, something concrete I 

could do. I went to orientation and meetings, feeling a sense that it was where I 
was supposed to be, even though I had absolutely no means of affording to go. 

Then, on the Friday before the Monday when the money was due, I received a 
cheque in the mail. OSAP had miscalculated my financial situation and gave me 

$2200 that I did not need to repay. Away I went.  
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I learned that there was a way to respond to the brokenness of the world. I had 

been so overwhelmed with the complex mega issues of famine and poverty and 
corruption, which seemed far too big for me. Then I learned that in the words of 

Mother Theresa, I could start by simply loving the person in front of me. That 
simple. I could begin there. And through the years, 15 years, my call was honed 

more and more into where I am now, with discernment and spending time in 

silence to speak with God, I came to a sense of “knowing” God was inviting me in a 
direction.  

In this liturgical season of Epiphany, we celebrate call stories and such epiphanies. 
But it’s fair to wonder, as I often do, why do we not get to regularly hear from God 

the way they do in scripture? I profess belief in a living God. But I haven’t regularly 
seen miracles like the magnificent epiphany stories we see in the Bible.  Doves 

coming from the sky, the heavens opening with glory, water turning to wine, God 

waking me out of sleep to call me by name as with Samuel. Nor do I run into 
people needing to say “hold on a moment, I’m just hearing from God, gotta call 

you back”.  
If you wonder that sometimes, that’s okay. My own understanding has developed 

over time. Used to imagine God as old man white beard with sort of levers, healing 

some, finding parking spaces for others, speaking to some. I have come to 
understand God’s existence much more subtly; more as finding our way home. 

Home in God, where we may have a sense of knowing, and where we are known. 
There was a time when farmers on the Great Plains, at the first sign of a blizzard, 

would run a thick rope from the back door of the house, out to the barn.  They all 

knew stories of people who had wandered off and been frozen to death, having 
lost sight of home in a whiteout while still in their own backyards. 

In today’s call stories, we find both characters lost, unable to see what is in front of 
them, too.  

For Nathaniel, what stands in his way is prejudice. “Nothing good can come out of 
Nazareth” he says, as he stands before Jesus of Nazareth. His prejudice has 

clouded his way from seeing the lead he is being offered. Tying this to today, I 

want to point out that 3 years ago when this election was in turn, Trump had just 
said “We don’t want people from (forgive me) shithole countries coming here”.  I 

just want to formally and unabashedly denounce white supremacy in all of its 
forms. I think we need to name it when we see it. One step further, it is (hopefully) 

easy to identify such prejudice in others. And I think as people trying to walk in the 

way of Jesus, we ought to consider our own biases. For Nathaniel; his preconceived 
ideas about Nazareans nearly kept him from knowing that of course, someone very 

very good did come out of Nazareth: Jesus. And being able to see past that 
changed his life, brought him on an unexpected path. You could say he found the 

rope to lead him on his way.  
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In the call of Samuel, there is something clouding his vision, too, keeping him from 

finding his Way. Being a youth, Samuel naturally relied heavily on the priest Eli for 
wisdom. So when God was calling him by name, he questioned his own ears 

several times, going to someone else, Eli, to understand. But God saw something in 
Samuel that he didn’t see in himself. He may have been young, but he had a call to 

be a prophet!  Nathaniel and Samuel are both very ordinary people. Scripture reads 

that Samuel did not even know God nor had he learned scriptures yet. So let this 
affirm you that you don’t need an M.Div, or to be well versed in scriptures. You 

don’t need the UCC to stamp your bottom and say you’re a Minister to be able to 
hear a call from God. Trust your own ears, trust your own heart to know God will 

lead you on your way. 
  Both Samuel and Nathaniel were being offered a way, but they had blizzards of 

prejudice and self-doubt clouding their vision. Today we have no shortage of things 

to cloud our vision, you could say we   live   in the midst of a blizzard. It swirls 
around us as economic injustice, ecological ruin, physical and spiritual violence, and 

their inevitable outcome, war.  We all know stories of people who have wandered 
off into this madness and lost their moral bearings and even their mortal lives; and 

they make headlines because they take so many innocents down with them. 

Yet in both call stories, God is generous and not only shows them a way forward, 
but reveals that they are known. Jesus tells Nathaniel details about himself, makes 

him realize there’s something special about him. God shows that he knows lowly 
unexpecting Samuel, and what he is capable of becoming. He offers them both a 

figurative rope to follow. 

In these days when we are so inundated with messages and noise on the news, so 
many voices, perhaps with even our own prejudice or self-doubt or any number of 

worries, I’d like to invite you to   tie   your   rope   home.  
And the way to do that is prayer. I encourage you to carve out time today or this 

week to intentionally lay yourself before God, and like Samuel, say “Here I am”. 
And I trust you will be reminded that you are known, that you have the fingerprints 

of the Creator and the love of God in you. You may even wish to light a candle, or 

hold a little rope or piece of string to remind you of the connection you have to 
God, to one in whom you are known, to “home”.  

Now, in this time of prayer and personal reflection, I invite you to sit with intention; 
to take time in the silence of your heart to listen for God, to attune your heart 

anew to God. To    who    God   is, and to who God says you are.  

 
 
Prayer & Personal Reflection  
 

Solo     “You Speak” by Audrey Assad       -Melanie Hugill  
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The Life & Work of Our Church Community                 Judy         

 
Offering                                                       Judy 

 Invitation   

Continuing on with the time we had earlier with the children we want to thank you 

for the many ways you have responded to God’s call to you over the years of your 

lives. Some  of you have responded by sharing your expertise in maintaining the 

church building and property around it; some of you have shared in the 

administration of finances and programs, some of you have shared your domestic 

gifts of food preparation and sewing, some of you have enhanced our worship life 

with your prayers, music, teaching of children, some of you have reached out to 

others who are ill or struggling in some way and some have contributed to the 

ongoing ministry of the church through your financial offerings. All of these and 

more are ways that we respond to God’s call. Let us dwell on these things with 

thanksgiving for the gifts shared in this congregation for more than 150 years.  

 

Song of Thanksgiving   
Prayer 

We dedicate these gifts and our intentions to align with your will for the 
greater good of all. Bless and use these offerings, and us, to bring the light of your 

healing love to the shadowed places in this world. Amen.  

Prayers for Ourselves and Others        Rev. Judy Bowman 
O God 

It is always a good and pleasant thing to offer our prayers in the company of 
people of this faith community. For this we are eternally thankful. 

We continue to pray for the people of Niagara, indeed the people of the world as 
the corona virus continues to ravage communities and take the lives of many, 

particularly those who are living in close proximity to each other or are aged or 

have pre-existing conditions. We pray for healing for those who are currently ill 
with the virus; those at home, those in hospital, possibly in ICU’s or on ventilators.  

We pray also for those who are afraid or discouraged and will struggle further as 
we work our way through this more intense lockdown, which though necessary will 

result in increased isolation and lack of human contact. At this time, we offer again 

our thanks for the front-line workers in health care, law enforcement, grocery and 
other essential stores, schools – in effect all essential workers who encounter some 

level of risk. And finally we offer our concerns for the vaccine – that procurement 
of it that will increase and along with it the equitable distribution of it to the 

communities and the administration of it into people’s arms. 
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We hold before you today the migrant workers who live among us for half of each 

year producing the food we eat and while most have returned to their homes for 
the winter some remain here and are stressed by the required isolation from the 

virus and the winter weather of which they are unaccustomed. We remember the 
many who suffered from the virus this past summer and especially those 

succumbed to it and commend them to you. We give thank for the many in this 

region who reach out to the workers whenever they are aware of their need. 
 

This week we offer our concerns for our neighbours in the United States as the day 
of inauguration approaches. We pray that those who protest will do so only in non-

violent or destructive ways, that president elect Joe Biden and vice-president elect 
Kamela Harris and their families will be safe and that the country may move on 

with a coordinated effort to address their many concerns especially those related to 

the virus. 
 

Finally, we pray for ourselves. Some of us are struggling today with issues 
unrelated to the virus but are enhanced because of the restrictions of the virus. 

Come into our thoughts, calm our fears and fill us with a sense of peace and hope 

for a better tomorrow. We pray in the name of the very compassionate Jesus.  
Amen. 

 
The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 

    

Hymn           “Here I Am, Lord” VU 509 
 

Blessing & Sending Forth                                                                 Kass 
 

inspired by speech by U.S. Senator Ben Sasse on January 6, 2021.  
 

As followers of Christ Jesus, let us speak hope. 

 
As witnesses of ugliness in the world, let us speak beauty. 

 
As neighbors of all God’s people, let us speak astounding transformation. 

 

As your people, O God, let us commit to doing what we speak.  
 

And as you go from this time together,  
may you remember who you are and to whom you belong,  

for the love of God is yours to share,  
the peace of Christ is yours to extend,  
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and the grace and power of the holy spirit – who is still speaking –  

is within you, this day and always, Amen.  
 

Sung Blessing   “Unto the Hills”     VU 842, vs 4 
 

Postlude    




Used with Permission and Gratitude:  
 

Call to Worship by Barb Hedges-Goettl, as found at Rev Gal Blog Pals 
https://revgalblogpals.org/2021/01/11/worship-words-january-17-2021/ 

 

Offering Prayer: Jani Francis, St. Andrew’s U.C., Indian Head, Sask. 
  

https://revgalblogpals.org/2021/01/11/worship-words-january-17-2021/

