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Gathering Music                Andrew Poaps  
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                     Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister 
 
Happy New Year!  
 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle (Andrew’s choice) 
    
Call to Worship      (Judy and Kass) 
 
The Magi had a dream. 
They dreamed of a Messiah. 
They dreamed of just rulers. 
They dreamed of a new day for all people. 
The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action. 
They journeyed to unknown places. 
They followed a star. 
They walked for days to get to Jesus. 

So may we be like the Magi, 
May our dreams inspire action. 
May we worship the one true God. Amen. 
 
Hymn      The First Nowell (VU 91)    
 
Prayer of Confession                                    Kass 
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God, I love to worship you when the stars are bright above me. 
I love to worship you when the sky is clear, and the breeze just right. 
I love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one. 
Unfortunately, as you know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy. 
Now and again, the stars disappear. 
My feet get blisters, and the journey is far too long and lonely. 
On these days, forgive me for giving up quickly. 
Forgive me for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home. 
I want to be as brave as the Magi. 
I want to persevere. 
Guide my feet. Show me the stars. Amen. 
 
Growing Together    Rev. Judy Bowman, Minister Emeritas 
Humphrey’s First Christmas. 
Written and Illustrated by Carol Heyer. 

 
Hymn    When Heaven’s Bright With Mystery (VU 93)  
 
Scripture  Isaiah 60: 1-6 
 
The Ingathering of the Dispersed 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
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Duet     “Walk in the Light”               Andrew Poaps and Melanie Hugill 
     
Scripture Matthew 2: 1-12 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 

Message  Those Who Dream: Persevere           -Kassandra Matthews, 
Student Minister 
 
Prayer of Illumination: 
God of the Milky Way, 
We, like the Magi, are walking toward you. 
One foot in front of the other, we are walking toward you. 
It is our very prayer to move your way. 
So if you can, leave the light on and the front door unlocked. 
Leave a fire in the hearth and food on the stove. 
And when we start to get lost or doubt our dreams, 
Give us the will to persevere. 
We are walking toward you, O God. 
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So like the parent that throws open the door, 
Open the door to us through this text. 
Amen. 
 
(<Message>)  
 
Let Us Pray,  
Holy God,  
You came to this earth as a child, 
Wwew born to unmarried teenage parents, 
And were quickly made a refugee. 
We believe that this child grew up to heal the sick, 
See the poor, 
Dine with outcasts, 
Welcome foreigners, 
Wash the feet of sinners, 
Offer second chances, 
And bless the children. 
And so help us remember that Christmas is only the beginning. 
The dream does not end with a manger. 
The dream ends with God’s promised day. 
So until all God’s children are home, 
We will follow the Magi’s lead— 
Walking, seeking, and looking up. 
May it be so, for this we believe. Amen. 
 
Prayer & Personal Reflection  
 
Hymn  Arise, Your Light Is Come (VU 79)   
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community                 Judy         
 
Offering                                                       Judy 

 Invitation   

  There are many ways that we can gift others with our love. The Magi did it with 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. Humphrey did it with a warm blanket. At Trinity we 

do it by reaching out to those who need a hand up with finances, food, clothing, 

companionship or spiritual support. Some of this is done with the work of our 

hands. Some is done with time given and some is done through our ongoing 
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offerings to the work of this church. All ways of giving are important. With 

gratitude we accept them and seek to use them wisely in Christ’s name. 

Song of Thanksgiving   “As with Gladness Men of Old”  VU 81 vs 3  
Prayer 

Holy God 

Receive the gifts we bring this day and through the year. May they be a blessing to 

those who receive them. May those who gave them know that their generosity is a 

sign of your continuing presence in the world. Amen. 

Prayers for Ourselves and Others        Rev. Judy Bowman 

God of Christmas Past, Present and Future: 

It seems we prepare for Christmas for such a long time. We start opening up our 

boxes of decorations and wrapping paper not long after we box up our Hallowe’en 

costumes and fake pumpkins. We can’t wait to get at all those treasured ornaments 

and lights that lift our spirits and inspire us to spread love and good will into our 

family relationships  and community. And when that long awaited Christmas day 

comes we are overcome with such gratitude for the many blessings in our lives. We 

want to sing like the choirs of angels who witnessed Jesus’ birth in the stable. Like 

the Magi who followed the star so far to find the Promised One we too have 

journeyed long through the days and weeks to the final destination of Christmas 

day. 

Like the Magi we cannot stay in this stargazed season forever. We must return to 

our lives, to our community and complicated world where there is work to be done, 

lessons to be learned, new ways of reaching out to others to be put into practice 

and love to be shared. 

As we journey through the cold days of winter let us not forget the love of the 

Christ-child that wraps around us like a warm blanket or shawl. Let us not forget 

the love and prayers for us by those known to us and those we don’t know. May 

we open our blankets in whatever ways we can to receive those who struggle to 

survive in the cold and heartless places of our community and the world. May we 

find new says to share with them the gifts we have been given. May they know 

your love through our sharing.  Amen. 

When the Magi started for home, having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another way. The following is another way 

of expressing The Lord’s Prayer.  
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Luminous Presence, luminous in all creation, Hallowed be your name.  Thy kin-dom 

come.  May we reflect on earth the yielding perfection of the heavens.  Help us to 

receive an illumined measure from Earth this day.  Forgive us when we trespass 

against others, human and other-than-human, as we forgive others who trespass 

against us.  Keep us on the path of wisdom when we are tempted to take the 

selfish path.  May it be your rule we follow, your power we exercise and your 

radiance that allures.  May this be the truth that guides our lives, the ground from 

which our future will grow, until we meet again. 

Amen. 

Hymn           Will You Come and See the Light  (VU 96) 

 
Blessing & Sending Forth                                                                 Kass 
 
Now as we go from this time together,  
The light of Christ leads us into the world.  
May the light of Christ illumine our own shadowed places.  
May the light of Christ within us help us love the world.  
May this light go before you and go within you.  
And may we recognize Christ’s light, everywhere we go.  
           
Sung Blessing  Away in a Manger     VU 69, verse 3  
 
Postlude    





Used with Permission and Gratitude:  
 
~ Liturgy adapted from a resources by Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art LLC, 
sanctifiedart.org 
 
Benediction by Robin Wardlaw, Toronto, ON as printed in Gathering, 2020-2021, p. 
43.  

 
Neil Douglas-Klotz, Prayers of the Cosmos. (Toronto:HarperCollins Canada 1990) 

 


