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Sunday, February 28th, 2021 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 

The Lenten Journey: 
Toward a Community of Perseverance 

 
     



“Nothing is sweet or easy about community. Community is a fellowship of people 

who do not hide their joys and sorrows but make them visible to each other as a 

gesture of hope.  In community we say: “Life is full of gains and losses, joys and 

sorrows, ups and downs—but we do not have to live it alone. We want to drink our 

cup together and thus celebrate the truth that the wounds of our individual lives, 

which seem intolerable when lived alone, become sources of healing when we live 

them as part of a fellowship of mutual care.” 

(“Community Makes God Visible”, henrinouwen.org) 




 

Gathering Music                             Andrew Poaps  

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 

Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
Good morning, and welcome to worship this last day of February.  On behalf of our 
entire worship team, I warmly welcome you here.  I will also say right away that, if 

you’re joining us from somewhere quite removed from Beamsville, of course your 
experience of winter this year, and this February Sunday of winter, could be quite 

different than the almost springlike temperatures we’ve basked in for a good part 
of this last week - but I do hope and pray that, wherever you are, you are catching 
more than fleeting glimpses of the changing seasons.  In the incredible Creation 

around us, God is giving us daily opportunities, daily reminders, that we will come 
into a season of renewal and new life.  In this, because of this, because of God’s 

patient and faithful call forward, we will persevere into each new day.   
In that love-filled truth and gift, let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
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Lighting the Christ Candle & Lenten Candles        

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” (Voices United 121, 2nd Sunday in Lent) 

 

In our call to be a blessing, may we be a blessing true; 

may we live and die confessing Christ as Lord of all we do, 

Christ as Lord of all we do. 

 
Call to Worship 
Blessing for the Morning Light, by David Whyte 

 
The blessing of the morning light to you. 
May it find you even in your invisible appearances. 

May you be seen to have risen from some other place you know  
and have known in the darkness and that that carries all you need. 

May you see what is hidden in you as a place of hospitality and shadowed shelter. 
May what is hidden in you become your gift to give. 
May you hold that shadow to the light  

and the silence of that shelter to the word of the light. 
May you join every previous disappearance with this new appearance,  
this new morning, this being seen again, new and newly alive. 

 
Let us worship in the holy light of God, that sees us, and claims us,  

and calls us worship again. 
 
Opening Hymn  “God Is Here” (Voices United 389) 

 
Opening Prayer & The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 

Lent is a journey of deepening reflection and renewal,  

an opportunity to make new commitments in faith. 

We prepare for the journey by setting aside burdens that would weigh us down. 

Let us turn to God, for accompaniment, strength, and merciful release. 

Let us pray: 

 

There are some things that we can only share with you, O God;  

decisions that we have made that we regret, bringing brokenness into our living. 

We offer our brokenness to you, Risen Christ, as confession. 

We open ourselves to you, cleansing Spirit, asking for renewal and for wisdom. 

Hear the prayers of our deepest selves in our silent prayer. (silent prayer) 
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Thank you, loving God, forgiving Christ, transformative Spirit, 

for you have put a new heart within us. 

You didn’t turn away but embraced our deepest truths, 

loving who we are and restoring your image within us, 

promising to never abandon us but to always sustain us. 

 

With thanksgiving, and promise, we pray all these things in the Way of Jesus,  

who taught us to pray, as children turn to a mother who watches over them, 

saying together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Sung Response  “Don’t Be Afraid” (More Voices 90) 

 

Don’t be afraid. 

My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear. 

Don’t be afraid. 

My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near. 

  

Growing Together Alfie & Tharan, and another Heather 

 
Hymn   “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” (Voices United 593) 

 
Scripture   Mark 8: 31-38 (The Inclusive Bible) 
 

Then Jesus began to teach that the Promised One had to suffer much, be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests, and religious scholars, be put to death, and 
rise again three days later.  Jesus said these things quite openly. 

Peter then took him aside and began to take issue with him.  At this, Jesus 
turned around and, eyeing the disciples, reprimanded Peter: “Get out of my sight, 

you Satan!  You are judging by human standards rather than by God’s!” 
Jesus summoned the crowd and the disciples and said, “If you wish to come 

after me, you must deny your very self, take up your cross and follow in my 

footsteps.  If you would save your life, you’ll lose it, but if you lose your life for my 
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sake, you’ll save it.  What would you gain if you were to win the whole world but 
lose your self in the process?  What can you offer in exchange for your soul?  

Whoever in this faithless and corrupt generation is ashamed of me and my words 
will find, in turn, that the Promised One and the holy angels will be ashamed of 

that person, when all stand before our God in glory.” 
 

Message   ‘Neither Sweet Nor Easy: What Nouwen & Portnoy Said’ 

 
Prayer & Personal Reflection 
 

Hymn  “Will You Come and Follow Me” (Voices United 567) 
 

The Life & Work of Our Church Community                         
 
Offering Invitation 

 

Song of Thanksgiving “With gratitude and humble trust” (VU 518, v. 3) 

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best to you, 
not just to serve your cause, but share your love with neighbours too. 
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your son, 

help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done. 

 

Prayer 
 
Anthem          Melanie Hugill, Norma Weller, Andrew Poaps 

 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

 
As we move into a time of prayer for ourselves and others, let me begin by noting 
that the opening text of today’s prayer is adapted from work by Julie McGonegal, 

published in ‘Faith on the Move: Daily Reflections on Hope and Change’.  There are 
many prayers that I will turn to again, over time, but this particular one I shared at 

the opening of our Staff Meeting this past Tuesday.  It speaks with depth and 
breadth for our world, and also specificity God’s call on our individual lives.  I pray 
you will hear and know it’s powerful invitiation, too.   

 
At that Staff meeting, we were mindful of and praying for our most recent Student 
Minister Kassandra, giving thanks that she and Dan welcomed baby Jesse on 

Sunday evening, but also knowing that, at that time, Jesse was receiving some 
extra support in the NICU.  Jesse has improved well and is thriving, and was 

brought home with great joy by the end of the week.  Kass says she is immensely 
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grateful for all the prayer and well wishes they’ve received, and I’m sure you will 
join me in prayers of thanksgiving and support for their entire family. 

 
I will also ask for your prayers for our beloved Doreen Stokes, who is recovering 

from a fall and subsequent surgery for a broken hip.  Doreen is reported to be her 
usual remarkable self, and welcomes your prayers for her speedy recovery, 
because if you know Doreen, you know that she has lots of life plans left to see 

and do.   
 
I also invite your prayers for our Harold Canning, as he recovers in hospital from 

pneumonia.  Harold is working hard to be well and strong again, and is grateful for 
the love and care of his church family, his chosen family.   

 
In these situations and countless more, we are privileged with the opportunity to 
love and care for one another, in joy and in sorrow.  With humility and gratitude, 

let’s join our hearts together in prayer now: 
 
God of the journey, 

as we continue on our Lenten pilgrimage, 
lift our eyes to the hills to see that you are with us –  

in the refugee fleeing war and searching for safety, 
in the migrant worker bringing food to our table, 
in the street person looking for shelter for the night, 

in the trafficked child travelling in a treacherous world. 
As we walk with strangers in our midst, we walk with you. 

As we welcome those who are rejected and outcast, we welcome you. 
Be our comfort and our companion on this road to the cross, 
so we may be comfort and companion for others. 

 
May we enter each day, each moment, with recognition of our humanity,  
in all of the brilliance and struggle that we bring to human relationship. 

May we also rest in the wisdom and power that pours from your divine Love,  
giving us what we need to learn, to accept, to understand, to resist,  

and to embrace, as time and situations make clear.   
May we be fuelled to persevere for reconciliation and justice; for healing and truth; 
for honour and dignity; for comfort and peace. 

 
O God of all and each, may we come to you with all that is on our hearts  
and minds, weighing on our spirits.  

May we trust in your speaking, your acting, your revealing. 
May we accept and live in the trust you have in us,  
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that we would be living expressions of your longing and your way.   
In this world, in this community, in each family we know as home,  

may we courageously live into our calling as the embodiment of the living Jesus;   
hands and feet, eyes and heart, mind and spirit,  

unified in our pursuit of what and whom matters most in this life, and for eternity.   
 
All this, and all the prayers we lift up from our hearts,  

I pray in the strong name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (Voices United 120) 

 
Blessing & Sending Forth  

 
Sung Blessing  “Lead On, Eternal Sovereign”  
 

Postlude                                                   




Used with Permission & Gratitude:  

 
Call to Worship – “Blessing for the Morning Light” from David Whyte:  Essentials, 
David Whyte and Many Rivers Press (https://davidwhyte.com) 

 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others – opening text adapted from a Prayer for the 

First Sunday in Lent, by Julie McGonegal in ‘Faith on the Move: Daily Reflections on 
Hope and Change’ (UCPH, 2021) 

https://davidwhyte.com/

