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Sunday, March 7th, 2021 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

The Lenten Journey: 
Toward a Community of Courage 

 
     



“You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly where it is all 

going.  What you need is to recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by 

the present moment, and to embrace them with courage, faith, and hope.”

(Thomas Merton, ‘Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander’) 




 

Gathering Music                             Andrew Poaps  

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 

Good morning to you all, and welcome to worship here at Trinity United 
Church, Beamsville.  On behalf of our entire worship team, at the front of the 
sanctuary and the back, I’m always so pleased to open this space for you, with 
you.  I must also say that each week when I do so, it requires a fair bit of 
imagination, to think of who might be on the other side of the screen, and what 
you might be carrying to this time and space of worship.  Wherever you are, and 
whatever that may be, may you know it is God who welcomes you here.  It is God 
who prepares this space for you.  It is God who longs to fill you with courage, 

fueled by love, for the remainder of this day, and all your days to come. 
As we settle our hearts and minds for worship, on this Third Sunday in Lent, 

let us prepare to receive the light of Christ – guiding our way from each moment to 
the next, and reigniting our strength for this Lenten journey.  It is by the light of 
holy Love that we can move toward lives of freedom, perseverance, and courage.   

 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
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Lighting the Christ Candle & Lenten Candles        
“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” (Voices United 121, 3rd Sunday in Lent) 

 

Living Water of salvation, 
be the fountain of each soul; 
springing up in new creation,  
flow in us and make us whole, 
flow in us and make us whole. 
 
Call to Worship 

 
The waves of culture threaten to overwhelm. 
Daily, hourly, we are surrounded with calls to be more, 
to get more, to achieve more, to resist less. 
On this day, in this hour,  
may we hear again the waves of God’s merciful Love, 
washing over us with cleansing, renewing power, saying: 
This is the Way to your truest being. 
This is the truth of your life as God’s beloved. 
This is the timeless gift of beginning again,  
as people called to be co-creators with the Creator,  
rebuilding the world, in the ways of holy justice. 
And so we worship as we sing: 
 
Opening Hymn  “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” (Voices United 315) 
 
Opening Prayer & The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 

Ever-Abundant, Holy God,  
we open ourselves to you this day,  
and give thanks for your goodness and care. 
We lift up hearts full of praise and wonder,  
for your steadfast embrace. 

Ever-Loving, Holy God,  
we also come to you today, offering these truths: 
Today we live in the fear that encompasses us.  
Today we live with the prejudice that is right in front of us. 
Today we live with the ignorance that dwells within us. 
Today we live with the doubt that holds us back.   
Help us, we pray, that we will find courage in unlikely places, 
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discover the world with new and gracious understandings, 
move to those places where love is needed,  
and have faith that you are with us.   
Trusting the good news that you listen to our prayers, 
understand our concerns, and hold us close  
in times of confession and truth-telling,  
merciful God we receive your grace and courage,  
to go into the world and spread this good news. 
We pray and receive with gratitude all these things in the Way of Jesus,  

who taught us to pray, as children turn to a mother  

who watches over them, saying together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Sung Response          “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (Voices United 400) 

 

Celebrating March Birthdays! 

    

Growing Together Roar like you mean it. 
 

Good morning my friends – and welcome to this little recreated corner of my 
office.  It’s been a long time since you were there, but I wonder if you remember 
that I have this white trunk in my office.  Maybe you also remember that this is so 
much more than any old white trunk.  This is my version of a ‘tickle trunk’; which is 
a phrase from Mr. Dressup (who you may have to ask your parents about for some 
clues). 

Here in this trunk are all sorts of costumes and wonderful dress-up gadgets, 
although I can’t say that many of them are mine.  Most of them are costumes that 
my children have worn over the years, either for Halloween or skating carnivals, or 
just plain fun at home.   
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One of my most favourite is this costume that I made for our Abbey when 
she was 10, when she and her friend decided they would go as characters from the 
Wizard of Oz.  Kate was Dorothy, and she brought along her not so tiny Labrador 
Retriever for effect.  Abbey was, you guessed it, the cowardly lion.  Abbey was also 
a lion with a broken wrist that year, so if you look closely you can see one arm has 
a much bigger space of elastic than the other, to fit over her cast. 

Other than that bittersweet memory, one of the reasons this costume is such 
a favourite of mine is not just because the fur is so wonderfully soft – but because 
it reminds me of the way that God makes each of us with a unique voice in this 
world.  Here’s what I mean: 

This part of the costume, this head of the lion, is always so tempting for me 

to put on… yet as you can see, it’s a little too small for me.  It was made for 
Abbey, for 10-year-old Abbey, and for all that she brought to life while she wore it.  
The same is true for who you are in your family, at your school, with your friends.  
There are things that God made you to do, in ways that don’t fit anyone else.  You 
have a powerful voice, that you can use to speak up for what is right, and to stand 
up against what is wrong.   

The thing about using your voice, of course, is that, like the cowardly lion 
from the Wizard of Oz, sometimes we must go in search of courage.  Sometimes 
we get afraid of what people will think or say in reply.  Always, though, God is 
giving us the courage we need to be followers of Jesus; to use our voices with love, 
so that all our friends and neighbours know that God’s love, and our love, is for 
them, too.  May you always roar like a lion – but a lion who speaks with love, like 
Jesus. 
 
Shall we pray together? 
God, thank you for your love. 
Thank you for giving us courage. 
Thank you for loving us when we are afraid, 
and helping us to live love anyway. 
May we roar with love, always. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn   “like a child” (Voices United 366) 

 
Scripture   John 2. 13-22 (The Inclusive Bible) 
 
Before I read this morning’s Scripture passage, I need to acknowledge that, had 
you read my sermon notes on Friday morning, they would bear some resemblance 
to what you are about to hear – but there have been endless changes since then.  
The thing that happened in the middle, between then and now, was the Gandier 
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Lecture of this past Friday night, offered this year by our new General Secretary, 
The Rev. Michael Blair.  In classic form, Michael’s text upended mine, but in a good 
way.  Let’s call it a process of refinement, for this present moment.  You can also 
call me grateful for the refining.   
 
That said, this morning’s passage is as follows, reading John 2. 13-22, from The 
Inclusive Bible.  It goes like this: 
 
 Since it was almost the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 In the Temple, he found people selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons, while 
money changers sat at their counters.  Making a whip out of cords, Jesus drove 

them all out of the Temple – even the cattle and sheep – and overturned the tables 
of the money changers, scattering their coins.  Then he faced the pigeon sellers: 
“Take all this out of here!  Stop turning God’s house into a market!”  The disciples 
remembered the words of scripture: “Zeal for your house consumes me.” 
 The Temple authorities intervened and said, “What sign can you show us to 
justify what you’ve done?” 
 Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
 They retorted, “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and you’re 
going to raise it up in three days?” But the Temple he was speaking of was his 
body.  It was only after Jesus had been raised from the dead that the disciples 
remembered the statement and believed the scripture – and the words that Jesus 
had spoken. 
 
Let’s pray:   
Radiant and Glorious God, Creator of Earth and Sky, come be our still point.  We 
worship, seeking nourishment, renewal, and comfort.  Most of all, we seek to 
discern your will.  Open our sense to glimpse your reign, unblock our lives that we 
might be open to your kingdom, and free our spirits that we might soar with you.  
Amen. 
 
Message   ‘Radical Interference’ 
 

 I am so pleased to open this morning’s message with a very good news 
story, of Good News at its best and most faithful.  There is no better way to tell it 
than with this picture of my friend and colleague Lisa Lunski, from Wellington 
Square United Church in Burlington.  You may remember that our family has a 
ministry and life connection with Wellington Square, but my personal connection 
with Lisa goes back to her childhood in Mississauga, living next door to my cousins, 
and babysitting them.  It was a connection discovered many years later, about the 
time that she and I began to serve together in a community outreach ministry that 
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has now, under Lisa’s leadership for the last decade, become a mainstay in 
Burlington and in the life of Wellington Square.  Lisa is the Coordinator for the 
Friday Night Community at this downtown Burlington church, where (according to 
the summary notes for the 45th Annual Hamilton YWCA Women of Distinction 
Awards’) she “advocates for affordable housing, food security, and positive social 
change.” (Jeff Mahoney, The Hamilton Spectator, 5 March 2021).   

In that capacity, so understatedly described, Lisa was nominated for and 
winner of the Women of Distinction Pandemic Innovator Award for Halton.  The 
social media posts on this abound, and all include the Women of Distinction 
hashtag for this year’s theme: #CourageOfCovid.  Indeed.  When countless 
community services and providers have been forced out of access or become out of 

reach for too many, Lisa and her team completely reimagined their place, holding 
fast to their mission, vision, and purpose.  All things pivoted from set tables inside 
the church hall every Friday for supper, to front door deliveries, and pick up tables 
outside, no matter the weather, with hundreds of meals going to the most 
vulnerable, every week, multiple times a week – without fail.  #CourageOfCovid is 
so much more than a hashtag.  It is Lisa’s core identity, as a disciple of Jesus. 
 How ironic then, that this is also the week where a particular image gets 
circulated at what feels like every turn.  In this week where we are invited to 
consider the text of John 2, and its account of Jesus’ overturning the tables in the 
Temple, there is this visual reminder of the broad interpretive strokes many have 
brought to their application of the text.  With script to frame a centuries old 
rendering of Jesus in reaction to the money changers, we are invited to ponder its 
window of opportunity.  “If anyone ever asks you, ‘What would Jesus do?” it says, 
“remind them that flipping over tables and chasing people with a whip is within the 
realm of possibilities.”   
 Were it not for this sermon, I don’t think I would have made any attempt to 
save that image… because as you can likely tell from my reaction, I have an 
internal, pacifist squirm to the use of this text in this way.  Others will see it 
differently, no doubt.  Still others will tell me to lighten up and see it for the 
sarcastic humour that it is… except that still others continue to use Scripture very 
selectively, for the defense of their human agenda – thoroughly in spite of the spirit 
of the text, let alone the Divine agenda.   

 While this text from John 2 was set out for us by the Lectionary schedule, 
entirely apart from and unaware of our Lenten series, in this week of considering 
courage - in this week of considering God’s call to live into courage, for the sake of 
God-honouring community - I can think of no better text, no better imagery, and 
no better challenge to our being than Jesus’ overturning of the tables.  There are 
the obvious connections, as we must take in the courage summoned by Jesus to 
take on the physical presence to defy the multitude before him.  Far more so, 
however, are the redirecting connections, as we take in the courage exemplified by 
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Jesus, summoning and directing his righteous rage into explicit social challenge.  
For the sake of a new realm, defined by divine principles, divine law, divine mercy, 
Jesus calls to us across time and space, to be part of overturning the tables of 
systemic harm – even and especially those that reside within church structures.  It 
is a present-day call to actively naming injustice, and then prayerfully, 
courageously choosing alternate ways of being.   

In the words of our United Church of Canada’s General Secretary, The Rev. 
Michael Blair, our Christian identity calls us to hear our sacred texts as calls to 
courage; as calls to engage courageously in building what Martin Luther King Jr. 
described as the beloved community – and to do that building through conscious 
choices to tear down systems of oppression.  In his most recent lecture with 

Emmanuel College, Michael Blair further quoted the 1997 text from The United 
Church of Canada, called ‘Mending the World:  An Ecumenical Vision for Healing 
and Reconciliation’.  The opening lines of that text refer to Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, and how he “used to tell the story that when God, the Holy One, gets up 
in the morning, God gathers the angels of heaven around and asks this simple 
question: “Where does my creation need mending today?”  And then Rabbi Heschel 
would continue, “Theology consists of worrying about what God worries about 
when God gets up in the morning.” 

I don’t have to tell you how often the claims of theology, of beliefs about 
God, are twisted into claims of, and beliefs about human power.  Fear of another, 
fear of difference, fear of the unknown become twisted into false justifications that 
hide between claims of belief.  I am more than keen to reclaim theology for what it 
can and ought to be.  In the not-so-immortal words of an unidentified source in the 
unreliable but powerful reach of Facebook,  

“Theology is about God. 
We can disagree on all sorts of theology and still be united. 
Questions of inclusion –  
sexuality, gender, race, etc. - are not theology at their core.    
They’re questions of dignity. 
We can debate theology.   
We cannot debate human dignity. 
To debate theology is wise. 

To debate dignity is inhumane.” 
 
 To debate theology is not an academic exercise, nor is it a Sunday morning 
exercise.  It isn’t even a faith community exercise.  It is a Christian disciple’s life 
exercise, writ large in the everyday encounters of your coming and going.  You 
may fear the notion of engaging in theology, but you are participating in it each 
time you choose to stand for or against fundamental pieces of our complex society.  
Every time you make the choice to speak for what God says is right; every time you 
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challenge a pitiful defense of racism, sexism, ableism, or any of the plethora of 
undebatably wrong isms and phobias and cleverly-veiled hate; every time you 
share of your resources for the sake of equity; every time you make space for all 
your neighbours to know they are welcomed and valued; every time you share 
from your table so that others’ will not be empty; every time you use your voice to 
speak a kindness, to love one whom others think unlovable; every time you speak 
or you write or you act because of concrete choices to bring right over and against 
and above the wrong, you have engaged in living theology – particularly that which 
splices matters of theology from matters of dignity.  Every time you do so – and I 
know that you do so – you are worried about what God worries about when God 
gets up in the morning.  You are not just worried, you are prayerfully, faithfully 

responsive.   
 I also know that you sometimes do so with fear.  I know that sometimes 
your worries overwhelm you, as do the worries held by all the others in your family, 
your community, this shared world; and you are tempted to cast your hands up in 
exasperated disbelief that you can make a difference in it all.  When we think in the 
broadest of terms, of all that is wrong and in need of overturning, it is true:  you 
will not change it all.  It is not within your power to do so; not in this singular 
lifetime.  It is, however, within your daily grasp to seize the moments as they 
come:  to step forward with the fear, but also with conviction that this emotion 
does not have its hold over our other God-given emotions.  To step forward, with 
the fear, is to step into a place of love-bound accountability and acknowledgment; 
to that crucial place where we name any of our complicity, and affirm our calling to 
companionship; where we name our privilege, and affirm our responsibility.  To 
step forward is not to say that we can see the rest of the transformative path, all at 
this minute.  In the words of Thomas Merton, “You do not need to know precisely 
what is happening, or exactly where it is all going.  What you need is to recognize 
the possibilities and challenges offered by the present moment, and to embrace 
them with courage, faith, and hope.”  (‘Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander’). 
 Courage is not to be earned, but received, as it is given freely, and 
abundantly by God.  Courage is shaped by trust, in who we are, and whose we are.  
Courage is bound up in our identity, as beloved of God.  Courage is the core of our 
radical interference, as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  It is not easy, but it is 

disarmingly straight-forward; disarmingly, passionately, arms-raised in righteous 
indignation, straight-forward, for the peaceable disarming of all that oppresses any.   
 And so let us leave with the affirmation that guided the 1997 publication of 
‘Mending the World’:  a text that has been collecting too much dust on the shelves, 
I’m afraid; and a text that, with God’s ever-speaking Word, calls us back to that 
place where we shed our fear, and exchange it for God’s Love.   
The Affirmation goes like this, and I invite you to join your voices with mine, to 
say:  
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We believe  

that the Church’s passion to be involved in the transformation of the world  
is grounded in its relationship to God in Jesus Christ.  
 

We believe that God calls the Church  
to do separately only what it cannot do with others  
to care for itself in order to care for others  
to set basic human needs above institutional enrichment  
to give and not to count the cost. 

 

We believe that God calls the Church to help build a culture  
of non-violence and respect  
of solidarity and just economic relationships  
of tolerance and truthfulness  
of equal rights and partnership between men and women.  

 
We believe that God calls the Church  

to profess its faith in ways that honour God’s love for all people and creation 
to make decisions that demonstrate an unqualified commitment  

to justice, peace and compassion  
to work in partnership with all who seek the health and well-being  

of the whole creation  
to discern and celebrate God’s Spirit  

in people of other religions4 and ideologies  
to stand first with the poor.  

 
We believe that God calls the Church  

to do justice and love kindness  
to show courage in the face of evil  
to seek reformation for itself and society  
to share God’s liberating and empowering work  
to trust in God.  

 
We believe that God yearns for the healing of all creation, and calls the Church  

to share that yearning by joining now with other persons of good will  
in the search for justice, wholeness, and love. 
 

May our belief lead us to prayerful action. 
May we follow Jesus, with courage, to overturn all that stands in the Way of Love.   
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To God alone be the glory!  Amen. 
 
Prayer & Personal Reflection 
 
Hymn   “Faith of Our Fathers” (Voices United 580) 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community  
 

Even in this strange time of marking time, there are milestones and calendar 
essentials we want to hold.  One of those is the annual look back at our 
congregational life and work, in the form of our Annual Report.  We trust that you 

received an email on Friday with that link – and we trust you will contact the office 
if you have any difficulty with access, or if you require a hard copy to be delivered.   

The Annual Report is usually a precursor to our Annual General Meeting, but 
as you’ve seen in the Announcements, our Regional Council has allowed and 
encouraged congregations to postpone that meeting until a future date that may 
allow more in-person attendance and participation.  For us, a Zoom meeting just 
didn’t feel right, or accessible for the majority.  In the meantime, Council has a 
provisional Budget in place to take us to June AND Council has accepted the report 
of the Nominations Committee for the 2021 slate of leadership.   

The latter means that, as of today, we have a new Chair and Vice-Chair of 
Council, and so we offer a very warm welcome to Shane Thombs and Kevin 
Bourque, respectively, and thank them both for stepping in and stepping up.  We 
have a host of other changes as well, which I trust you’ll read in the Report, but I 
will highlight our thanks to Irene Romagnoli, who has served as Chair for the last 2 
years, most notably the very tumultuous 2020.  While Irene remains on Council as 
Past Chair, I’m sure she’s breathing an audible sigh of relief to take a break from 
the leadership she’s carried, and we thank her sincerely for her leadership and 
gifts.  The same is true for Larry Moore, who gets to reclaim his 3rd Thursday 
evening of every month, after many years on Council.  It will be strange not to 
have him there, but we know this is the healthy work of a church in sharing 
leadership, and we give great thanks for Larry’s gifts all these years, and for 
knowing that he continues to serve in other capacities.   

You’ll hear more on this, in our pastoral prayers still to come, but for now 
please take the time to read and survey our last year together, and to give great 
thanks for all that is still to come in our community.                       
 

This is also a perfect time to tell you about wonderful moment of community, 
of proven possibility, this past Monday afternoon.  Imagine my delight when I 
joined the Zoom gathering of our Lenten drop-in discussion group, only to see the 
face of someone I’ve never met but have heard from more than a few times this 
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last year.  Her name is Pat, and through a family connection she was introduced to 
our congregation and has joined us regularly for online worship – from her home in 
rural Saskatchewan.  As I said in a different conversation this past week, I will 
never give thanks for the pandemic, but I’m amazed continuously at how 
relationships have been opened and strengthened as we’ve sought out each other; 
and for that I will be forever grateful… and that is my latest plug for our Monday 
afternoon gathering on Zoom; and for all of our midweek opportunities for deeper 
learning and conversation together; and for the power of Christian community in 
general.   
 

That makes for an easy segue into my offering an update on the Welcome 

Bags for Migrant Workers in Lincoln, on behalf of Outreach & Social Justice. 
As you may remember from previous announcements and printed updates, 

this winter Trinity’s Outreach & Social Justice group has been coordinating the 
annual effort of Welcome Bags, to help ease the load on our local Migrant Workers 
as they arrive for their crucial work.  In conjunction with our partner at St. Alban’s 
Anglican, this annual project is mighty in scope, with 30 bags for women and 170 
for men, but helps prepare the workers with seasonal and personal essentials for 
settling into their time working here, for our food and economy.   

Of course, the immediate 2-week quarantine upon arrival makes the need 

even greater this year, but that seems to have strengthened the resolve to make 

them happen.  I’ve been watching and reading our Trinity team work non-stop, and 

with passion.  On their behalf, I’m so pleased to report that there has been 

wonderful support from the Lincoln community and beyond.  Many merchants – 

including pharmacies, dentists, grocery and hardware stores (who already support 

the Migrant Workers in their stores) - as well as private citizens have 

enthusiastically donated or reduced the purchase price of these items.  There is 

great support from other United Churches in our area, and of course the Trinity 

family is exhibiting their usual generosity and sending cheques to offset costs.  As 

of Thursday morning, the donations from Trinity alone totalled $1430.00, which is 

beyond generous, and good; and still open to any who wish to contribute.  The 

needs of the Migrant workers continue throughout their time here, and all 

donations are crucial, and appreciated.  

For right now, all of your support allows O&SJ to finish up with needed 

purchases and prepare to pack the bags for St. Alban’s to distribute to the farms 

the 3rd week of March.  In the words of our Trinity team, this outreach has “gelled 

into something quite profound.”  My sincere thanks for their leadership and faith, 

and my sincere thanks to you all, so very very much, for your compassion, your 

perseverance, your courage – to meet needs, and build a community that 
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welcomes one and all.   

 
Offering Invitation “Every Person Is a Superhero: Esbikenh’s Story” 
 
How appropriate for us to move from this local story of giving to think and watch 
what can happen in places far from here, because of your generosity.  This video 
we’re about to see is another in the series from The United Church of Canada’s 
Mission & Service, and is another affirmation that ‘Your Generosity Matters’, 
always. 
 
(1) Your Generosity Matters 2021 - Every Person Is a Superhero: Esbikenh’s Story - 
YouTube 
 
Song of Thanksgiving                “With gratitude and humble trust” (VU 518, v. 3) 

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best to you, 
not just to serve your cause, but share  
your love with neighbours too. 
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your son, 
help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done. 
 

Prayer 
They seem so little and the world is so big 
and so overwhelming right now, 
yet we offer our gifts to you, O God. 
Take what we offer and bless it 
for your mission of love. 
In a world of conflict and pandemic, 
may these gifts and we ourselves, 
become agents of change and transformation, 
in Jesus’ name of self-giving love.  Amen. 

 
Anthem  “Savior, Teach Me”           Melanie Hugill, Norma Weller, Andrew Poaps 
  (Mark Clark & Jane Eliza Leeson; arr. Brad Nix) 

  
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 
As always, this time of prayer is a call to seek ways through the laments of our 
lives.  It is also a time to lift up thanks for the joys of our lives.  With her 
permission, I can tell you that one of the greatest joys of my past week was 
hearing from our beloved Pauline, one of our elders in age and wisdom; a 
nonagenarian who recounted with incredible gratitude and grace what it was like to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUGn8HlqDMs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUGn8HlqDMs
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receive her first dose of the long-awaited vaccine for COVID-19.  I share that with 
you as an offering of hope, and trust that we might all live with Pauline’s patience, 
and her boundless belief that we have what it takes to make it through this awful 
time.   
 
As mentioned before in our Life & Work, remembering this would have been the 
Sunday of our Annual General Meeting, this is also a time for us to lift up deep 
thanks for those who have served faithfully, and with extra courage this last year,  
in their positions of leadership, but have now handed that place and that privilege 
on to the next ones.   
There are too many to name, but in particular, on behalf of our Council, may we 

offer abiding thanks to  

• Marilyn Snedden – leaving Finance, after untold years of dedicated service 

• Kay Dol – outgoing Chair of Pastoral Care, but thankfully staying with the 

Committee 

• Liz Fielding, Jacqueline Jones, and Don Robinson, who have guided our 

Worship Planning Team with creativity and faithful vision 

• and Alison and Larry Moore, who have served as our Representatives with 

Cave Springs Camp 

It is almost inevitable that I have forgotten someone from that long list.  There are 

always names and people that work very hard and receive little to no public 

acclamation… but all that is done and offered, is truly noticed, and appreciated. 

 
Let us pray:   

Holy God,  
we praise and adore you  
because your grace dwells among us, 
your love goes before us and shows us the way. 
We find ourselves in the company  
of a long list of women and men before us 
who turned toward you and trusted you  

with all that they are, with all that they have. 
From generation to generation  
they spoke your Word and gave hope; 
they embodied your grace and brought peace;  
they walked in your Way and pointed to your truth. 
And now, Holy One, you have called to us to do the same. 
With gratitude, we thank you for this faith family  
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you have led us to be part. 
We give thanks for this place,  
steeped in your worship for generations.  
Lead us to deepen our faith and worship with all our hearts.  
We give thanks for the tables where we have shared food and life 
and we ask your wisdom to show us how to extend our tables  
to nourish more of the community.  
We pray for all who are alone this day;  
and for strength of spirit for all in our midst.   
We pray for those who suffer with mental and physical health challenges. 
Here in this community and around the world, we pray for courage and comfort, 

mercy and strength, for those who wait for peace and justice;  
for clean water and enough food.   
May we be more than bystanders in their waiting. 
May we be active accompaniment toward the realization  
of the global wholeness that you have always longed to be. 
We remember and pray for those who suffer with grief and loss, 
and pray that all who mourn would be comforted.  
We pray for the children and youth in our church, and in our world,  
and for all their leaders who guide them.  
Thank you for the promise of hope for the future that they are,  
and for the unbounded enthusiasm that they bring. 
Help us to honour our promises to them,    
and to be open to learning from them as well.  
Give us all hunger to grow, and spaces to serve.  
We give thanks for countless committees and their work,  
and for innumerable folks who humbly serve  
behind the scenes, often unnoticed.  
May they be blessed to know they are seen and valued.  
As we look on to this year before us,  
help us to be a community for each other,  
and for those on the margins, 
extending the peace of Christ in practical, everyday ways. 

Help us to find creative solutions in stressful circumstances. 
Help us to forgive swiftly and honestly, extending grace to one another.  
Help us to move and live with courage, together,  
into the way you are leading us.  
We pray in Jesus’ holy name, Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn  “God of Grace and God of Glory” (Voices United 686) 
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Blessing & Sending Forth  
 
As you go back to your daily unfolding, 
may God’s grace open you to live with courage, even in unlikely place;, 
to discover the world with new and gracious understandings; 
to move to those places where love is needed,  
and have faith that God is with you, always.   
Let your path from here be guided by love, 
loving each other and serving God in the world. 
In the name of Jesus Christ who is love, 

shows us how to love,  
and loved us first of all.   
Amen. 
 
Sung Blessing  “Lead On, Eternal Sovereign”  
 
Postlude                                                   







Used with Permission & Gratitude:  
 
Opening Prayer – adapted from a prayer by Julie Hutton, Minnedosa MB; in 
‘Gathering: Lent/Easter 2021’, p. 35. 
 
Prayer of Illumination – adapted from a prayer by Laura Turnbull, Penticton BC; 
in ‘Gathering: Lent/Easter 2021’, p. 37. 
 
 
Offering Prayer – by Gord Dunbar, Kincardine ON; in ‘Gathering: Lent/Easter 
2021’, p. 31. 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth – by Gill Le Fevre, Oakville ON; in ‘Gathering: 

Lent/Easter 2021’, p. 38.  Opening lines adapted from Opening Prayer, above. 
 


