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“I’m always amazed when people walk up to me and say, ‘I’m a Christian.’   
I think, ‘Already? You already got it?’ I’m working at it, which means that  
I try to be as kind and fair and generous and respectful and courteous  

to every human being.” 
(Maya Angelou, 2010; in an interview on being  
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom) 





 

Gathering Music                                             Andrew Poaps, Music Director 
Norma Weller, Pianist  

 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 

Good morning all, and welcome to worship here with Trinity United in 
Beamsville, Ontario.  Wherever you are and wherever life has you situated right 
now, I pray that you feel a welcome and a place, here with this community of 
Jesus-followers. 
 For the worship team – and specifically the tech team – there is some extra 
anticipation about today’s service.  As I’ll explain a little closer to the time, we are 
testing another option within our livestreaming software, that (fingers crossed and 
prayers launched) should allow us another element of interaction in the service, 
albeit through the magic of the internet.  I hope I’ve piqued your interest a bit, and 
I hope that, whether or not this latest adventure works as planned, you will know 
that we are connected, always, by our unfailing, ever-connecting God.  In that 
spirit and truth, let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
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Lighting the Christ Candle       “Spirit of the Living God” (Voices United 376) 
 
Call to Worship  
Is it too much or too obvious to say: 
that we didn’t know how much we took for granted, 
this privilege to be in worship, together, in this sanctuary? 
Is it too painful or too impatient to say: 
that we ache with the distance we never dreamed necessary, 
this space intended to keep us safe, that we might be together,  

again, someday, in this sanctuary? 
Is it not also true and brave to say: 
that God is our sanctuary, always; 
that our memories will carry us, for as long as it takes; 
that our calling as disciples doesn’t change for a moment. 
Let us worship and praise in this truth:  God’s truth; God’s Love –  
to share with everything we can, always. 
 
Opening Hymn          “Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet” 

(Voices United 245) 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
Faithful and generous God, in this season of new beginnings: 
Open our ears to hear your word.              
Open our eyes to see your presence. 
Open our arms to the embrace of community. 
Open our minds to the beauty of truth. 
Open our hearts to the joy of new life. 

Open us, in our whole selves, to the promise and possibility  
of sharing your Good News for all. 
Amen. 
 
Singing for April Birthdays!   *Eli – 6 years old! 
 
 Well, as I started to say before, this morning is very exciting for the Trinity 
church family.  There’s some new technology you’re going to witness in just a 
moment, but even more exciting than that, is knowing that out there at home, our 
very own Eli is celebrating a birthday today.  He’s moving from 1 hand to 2, to tell 
us his age, and that’s a very exciting time in life, indeed.  So, a very Happy 
Birthday to Eli today, and a very Happy Birthday to all of you celebrating this 
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month.  I’ll turn it over to Andrew, Melanie, and Norma, to celebrate you in proper 

style…       

 
Growing Together ‘Screen Sharing, Jesus-Style’ 
 
 So, what is this new technology I keep going on about?  How about we show 
you and explain it in real-live.  I won’t have all the tech terms down quite right, but 
what I do know is that our new live-streaming software allows us to be in a Zoom 
webinar and share it with all our viewers.  On my end, that means I can have an 

iPad open, over here, to see what you should also see at home:  the camera view 
of me sitting with my iPad – and then, this is the most wonderful part, also on 
screen we have, live from home on their device in this same Zoom webinar, folks I 
can chat away with, in real time.  Clear as mud? 
 That opens up new opportunities for folks to read Scripture, or share 
announcements, from the safety of home, but still live and interactive.  It also 
means I can have some of your best and brightest on screen with me, as we have 
this favourite segment of our Sunday worship. 
 While today is very much a test, and we ask your patience as always, I’m still 
so thrilled to have Lauren and Jonah joining us today.  Technically, we’ve practiced 
this once before, but this is the first time on a Sunday morning, but they’re brave 
and calm, and I will try to be the same. 
 
 Okay, so all that introductory stuff aside, Lauren and Jonah, thank you so 
much for coming to church with me in this way today – and thank you so much for 
waiting for me to tell you more about this little plant I have beside me.  Yesterday, 
in our test, I quite unfairly showed you this plant and said something like, “here’s a 
clue to what we’ll be talking about tomorrow”; but then I wouldn’t even tell you 
what kind of plant it is, or what it has to do with today. 
 I remember that you realized right away this must be one of the plants that I 
started as seed for our Lenten growing project.  It is exactly that.  Do you have any 
more guesses on what type of plant it is?  Correct – this is a tomato plant.  It’s a 
variety called Super Sweet 100 F1 VF, which just means this should someday 
produce up to 100 little red cherry tomatoes.  Cherry tomatoes are my very 
favourite kind, and what’s better than sharing your favourite things, am I right?  
It’s also true that our garden space is getting a bit crowded right now.  I could just 
keep them all to myself and my family or… I could let you in on the goodness, yes?  
Sounds like a great idea.  Okay, so, here we go, I’m just going to pass this plant 
over to you and… darn!  This is not working at all. 
 So now what do I do?  Do I just plan to keep all these delicious tomatoes for 
me?  There will be more than I can use, though, so some are going to rot before 
we can get to them.  Or… even if I can’t get this plant to you right now, and 
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especially if you didn’t live in a place where you could grow tomatoes, could I plan 
to grow and harvest these tomatoes to share with you then?  That sounds like a 
great idea, and so easy. 
 Sharing can be so easy, can’t it?  But sometimes there are things that might 
hold us back from sharing.  Can you think of why that might be?  Maybe 
sometimes we worry we won’t have enough; or maybe we worry that people will 
think they owe us something in return?  Maybe sometimes we think of ourselves 
more than other people, and we forget that other people have all the same basic 
needs that we do?   

 God understands all those feelings, but God also gives us everything that we 
need to live lives of sharing.  There’s a reason some people like to say ‘sharing is 
caring’, because it really is.  Sharing is about loving other people, in ways that tell 
them that we know they matter to God, as much as we do.  Jesus taught us that, 
again and again – and Jesus asked us to go and share with others just like he did. 
 So… for now, in this time apart, I’m going to keep this plant in our little 
indoor greenhouse (in Abbey’s bedroom window), but I’m going to put a little tag 
on it, to remind me that it’s yours.  Someday soon, before too long, there will be 
tomatoes on it for you to enjoy – or, better yet, for you to share with someone 
else.   
 Shall we pray together? 
 
Hymn   “The Spring Has Come” (Voices United 187) 

 
Scripture     Acts 4: 32-35 (NRSV)                     Michael Orosz 
 
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 
held in common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was 
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
Message   ‘about how things should be…’ 
 
 With many thanks to Michael for reading today, in this new way, and to 
Lauren and Jonah, for being brave as they are and ‘screen-sharing’ with me today, 
I’m continuously grateful for every step we can take, to become more of who we 
know ourselves to be – and who we are realizing we can be, in spite of difficult 
circumstances. 
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 That very nuance is exactly the space we get to enter in these weeks 
following Easter.  As we continue the journey with Jesus’ first disciples, and their 
radical life reassessment and realignment in the truth of that first Easter, we find 
them being pressed to take everything that Jesus had taught them, and then put 
the principles, the qualities of a faithful one, into daily practice.  In what may have 
seemed an overnight change of plans, they were suddenly launched from the safe 
place of adjective to the real place of verb.  It became the ultimate, unpracticed 
test, but one that we might suggest, by our very existence as a church today, they 
pursued with great diligence and passion.  They are our ancestors in the pursuits of 

what The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., referred to as the beloved community.  
May we someday know the same to be true of us, as we re-invest in the Christian 
practice of sharing. 
 
Let us pray:   Generous God, you share everything you are able with us:   
   Your love, your wisdom, your patience, your strength. 
   May we be your faithful messengers in this, your world. 
   May we share with the same passion, to love and care for all. 
   Amen. 
 
 I’ve been thinking about how much words can change – or perhaps my 
thinking is more about how previously unimagined situations can radically alter our 
connotation of a word.   
 The word I’m specifically thinking about is (no surprise) sharing.  I’m thinking 
about how we spend so much of our present days and nights figuring out not to be 
the recipients of sharing:  there’s social media over-sharing; there’s the over-
bearing sharing of political and social ideologies; and of course, there’s the 
dangerous sharing of germs and viruses.  Sharing isn’t always sought.   

At the same time, I’m remembering how foundational and positive the word 

sharing is in spaces like the early years of play circles and elementary school, with 
song after song, rhyme after rhyme, calling us to share and share alike: toys, 
chores, space in a play circle.  The language and cadence may change, but I’d like 
to think the premise remains the same as we progress through our later, action-
packed developmental years.  The literary themes become larger, explored in the 
growing context and awareness of the wider world, but no matter the age, our 
social aim is to raise fully-functioning, fully aware citizens who understand what it 
is to see and live by equity. 
 Somewhere along the line, that begins to break down, it would seem.  I 
don’t mean just because our present state of separation limits what we can share 
physically.  I mean somewhere along the line of our lives unfolding, there is an 
ominous creep toward caring for oneself in ways that no longer look beyond 
oneself.  That’s the most dangerous and extreme manifestation of sharing-set-
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aside, but there is something of it in the undercurrent of our society.  There is a 
publicly stated belief in sharing.  There is simultaneously a massive gap in 
resources such that private practice of sharing is evidently not endorsed by all. 
 Perhaps that is why the text that we read today from Acts is taken as almost 
fantasy.  Acts (which is sometimes called Luke 2, for the sake of believed 
authorship) is the often quite detailed but broad-stroke descriptive account of the 
earliest Jesus-followers.  Its text paints the portrait of life-after-Jesus, even as they 
sought valiantly to teach life-with-Jesus.  The opening chapters of Acts are 
particularly concerned with creating a portrait that becomes a living, reproducible 

scene, wherein all Jesus-followers to follow would emulate and recreate these 
fundamentals of Christ-like society.  The trouble is, however (because in the words 
of my primary preaching professor, there is always trouble in the text), Christ’s 
people can mistake fundamentals for ideals… and too often we set aside 
fundamentals in the belief that ideals are not attainable, and therefore no longer 
fundamental.  In simpler terms, the community described in Acts 4.32-35 appears 
to create such a high standard, too many followers since have decided it is a 
romanticized telling; that it is beyond our achieving, or perhaps even believing.  
They’re of one heart and soul – you mean they never bicker?  There’s not a single 
one of them in need – you mean no one hoards in fear?  There’s no private 
ownership of anything – you mean they’re all okay with that?  Sharing 101 
becomes a lovely fantasy; a utopia that perhaps we need not seek anymore?   
 In answer to all of this and more, enter the most recent commentary by 
Walter Brueggemann – known for his Scriptural brilliance as much as his sparse 
patience for those seeking to use texts to justify personal and selfish means.  In a 
post written for and shared by Church Anew this past Monday, and entitled 
‘Solidarity that Counts’, this famed Biblical scholar chips away, unapologetically, at 
any previous attempts to bend the will of God’s wisdom and ways into economic 
theory that prospers at the expense of another.  In relation to Acts 4.32, he notes 

that “while this simple verse has often been read as “early Christian communism,” 
it need not be read in such a particular way.  Rather,” he says, “with a little 
evangelical common sense the text portrays a community in which economic 
resources were willingly shared in common need and glad generosity.  This 
sharing, according to the text, is without any distinct economic theory in play.”  It 
is entirely with Easter in play. 
 As Brueggemann so neatly summarizes, “The Easter church has no 
commitment to any abstract ideology of either capitalism or socialism.  It is, rather, 
committed to an economics of neighborliness.  Easter is the good news that God’s 
power for life has defeated death.  This is matched by the good news that God’s 
power intends the defeat of poverty.” 

Brueggemann also acknowledges that “the mandates of Easter are not easily 
convenient.”  The very next chapter of Acts makes that clear.  The utopia is 
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shattered, some will say.  In fact, the reality of the human struggle is confessed 
and addressed.  Even so, the disciples-becoming-apostles, the followers-becoming-
teachers, are unwavering in their pursuit of what is possible, and right.  For them, 
“the good news of Easter is not some esoteric other worldly secret.  It is, rather, 
the empowerment of the faithful to live differently in the world, differently in a way 
that refuses our common habits and impulses of greed, and that sees other 
“members of the community” as those who share and participate in the common 
resources of the community 
 The work of Acts 4 is not to place us all in a place of deep chastisement, for 

all the pre-schools songs and simple practices we may have forgotten along the 
way.  It is, to borrow the descriptor assigned to Sir Thomas More’s ‘Utopia’, 
intended to be “about how things should be”, even as it chronicles how things once 
were.  It is a message of hope and possibility, that moves the congregational 
mission statement into a living embodiment of values.  It is where and why our 
national church could call for and lead this past Thursday’s cross-country candle 
vigil and distanced-lobbying for a guaranteed livable income:  because the Easter 
church is committed to an economics of neighborliness; because the Easter church 
cannot accept the acceptance of poverty.  To bring in Brueggemann one last time 
(for today), “it turns out that ‘kin dwelling together in unity’ is not simply a sweet 
phrase.  It is, rather, an evangelical vision of acting differently in policy and 
practice whereby creditors and debtors share a common social destiny.” 
 None of the above makes for an easy sing-along.  No easy rhyming couplets 
are to be found in the upending of social inequity.  Sharing is something to learn 
and learn again, and learn again, our whole lives long.  It is a lifelong process, and 
so, with the caution of Maya Angelou, we ought to lovingly suspect any who comes 
to us with claim of ‘being’ a Christian, in fullness.  I’m very mindful of, and grateful 
for her candour, such that when she was interviewed on being awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2010, Angelou said, “I’m always amazed when 
people walk up to me and say, ‘I’m a Christian.’  I think, ‘Already? You already got 
it?’ I’m working at it, which means that I try to be as kind and fair and generous 
and respectful and courteous to every human being.”  Every. Human. Being.  There 
aren’t any qualifiers on that statement.   

We are, each of us, a work in progress, working toward that which we might 
not always think ourselves qualified, but we are most certainly called, and 
equipped, and sent.  God is in this with us, for us, all around us, in us, and because 
of us.  God is giving us everything that we need to move ‘should be’ to ‘could be’ to 
‘is’.  And so, then, perhaps in the process and in our progress, we will find more of 
ourselves, as followers of Jesus:  disciples-becoming-apostles, followers-becoming-
teachers, once again rewriting the song of justice in a key most fitting for God’s 
listening ears.   

To God alone be the glory!  Amen.   
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Prayer & Personal Reflection 
 
Anthem “10,000 Reasons” (Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman; arr. Lloyd Larson) 

         Melanie Hugill, Norma Weller, Andrew Poaps 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 
 As our life and work continues, knowing that our call as Christian community 
is as urgent as ever in these times, you will remember that last Sunday I 

highlighted the upcoming food drive for Community Care of West Niagara, which 
was to have been this coming Thursday.  The present stay at home order is moving 
that date back a few weeks, but I stress it’s not cancelling, just delaying, for 
wisdom and best practices.  We thank Heather B and Tania for coordinating this 
opportunity again, and we remind everyone that in the meantime, you can offer 
support directly to CCWN, with monetary donations sent directly to them.  You’ll 
find their mailing address in this past Friday’s announcements, or you can call the 
office to confirm. 
 
Offering  
Invitation 
 This Easter season and always, please know the difference your generosity 
makes for countless members of our wider community and world.  Much of your 
sharing may go to people and situations you don’t know directly, but I can assure 
you that your gifts are received with gratitude beyond words.  Lives are saved, 
lives are changed, by what you offer here.  Let us prepare now to bring our 
offering to God.  
 
Song of Thanksgiving  “Now Thank We All Our God” (VU 236, verse 3) 

 
Prayer 
Living, generous God, 
we pray that Easter continues to transform our lives. 
We pray for boldness in serving you; 
in sharing of ourselves and our possessions for the sake of all your people. 
We give and we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 As we prepare to lift up these prayers for ourselves and others, I’m feeling 
extra mindful of the truth that this short moment of prayer will never encompass 
the depth of need and struggle faced in our world, every minute.  I’m also mindful 
of the ever-changing nature of need, and the inability to keep up with naming it all.  
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There’s the most recent news of thousands fleeing the path of volcanic eruption.  
There’s the often unnamed news of refugees fleeing war and famine and extreme 
poverty.  There’s also the very public news, of Britain’s Royal Family mourning the 
loss of Prince Philip, alongside the aching hearts and untold grief of millions more, 
as the pandemic rages on.  While prayers may always feel remarkably incomplete, 
they are a starting place.  They are a posture of the heart and a posture of life, 
that remembers we are surrounded and held, through it all. 
Let us pray… 
 

God of all and each, 
our needs are many. 
Our hearts are sometimes overcome with ache. 
Our lives are carried forward by the knowledge 
that you listen and you move with us, through all that is and shall be.   
 
God of unconditional love, 
be with those who are not seen and heard in the world, 
because of their gender or age; their caste or race; 
their sexuality or lifestyle; their poverty or history. 
Open our ears and eyes, to hear and see all people as yours. 
  
God of little children, 
be with all children, wherever they live, 
whoever their parents are, whatever their needs, 
that they would all be welcomed and nourished, 
enabled to be all you want them to be. 
Open our hearts and arms, to welcome all your children. 
  

God of courageous love, 
be with all who live with fear, 
fear of saying the wrong thing, fear of being labelled, 
fear of themselves or others, fear of you. 
Open us all to your endless love, that it might drive out fear. 
  
God of wisdom and truth, 
be with us all, as we struggle to make sense of your world and your word, 
as your church, in our communities, as your disciples. 
Open our minds and hearts, to learn from you. 
 
God of healing and comfort, 
be with all who are weary and worn, 
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waiting for relief from the weight of ailing bodies, minds, spirits; 
longing for light in the midst of dark realities; 
waiting for word, for release, for comfort, for purpose. 
  
God of all and each, 
hear our prayers, spoken and unspoken, 
offered from the hope of our hearts, 
lifted with the faithful, teaching words from the heart of Jesus,  
showing us how to pray, like a child in the safety of a parent, praying: 

  
The Prayer of Jesus A Paraphrase by Jim Cotter (Voices United 916)  
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain Bearer, Life-Giver,  
Source of all that is and that shall be.  
Father and Mother of us all,  
Loving God, in whom is heaven:  
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!   
The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the world!  
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.  
With the bread we need for today, feed us.  
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us.  
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.  

 
Closing Hymn  “Christ Is Alive” (Voices United 158) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 
May you be a blessing 
to every life you touch, 
and the Spirit within, 
that life-giving water, 
be a gift of refreshment 
in love shown and shared 
with all who are thirsty 
along the road you travel. 
 
Sung Blessing  “Sing Amen” (Voices United 431) 
 
Postlude   
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Used with Permission & Gratitude:  
 
Opening Prayer – adapted from text by Carol Penner as posted at 
leadinginworship.com 
 

Offering Prayer – adapted from the Lutheran Church of Australia’s LCA Worship 

Planning Page.  

Prayers for Ourselves & Others  – including text from a prayer written by Jenny 
Adams and posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for 
Sunday website. http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth – by John Birch, Faith & Worship Resources. 
 

 

http://www.lca.org.au/
http://www.lca.org.au/
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/

