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Toward a Community of Truth 

 




Now let us from this table rise, renewed in body, mind and soul. 
With Christ we die and live again, his selfless love has made us whole. 
Then give us grace, Companion God, to choose again the pilgrim way 

and help us to accept with joy the challenge of tomorrow’s day.” 
 

(Fred Kaan, 1964; Voices United 483) 
 



 

Gathering Music                                                     Andrew Poaps, Music Director 

                                                                                    & Norma Weller, Pianist  

 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
 
 Welcome to worship on this Maundy Thursday, as we gather here, in the 
sanctuary of Trinity United Church, Beamsville.  My name is Rev. Heather Weaver-
Orosz, and with the small but crucial worship team that is here with me this 

evening, it is my privilege to know you are with us, as you are, for this sacred 
gathering.   
 As always, Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter.  “Maundy” 
means commandment, referring to the new commandment Jesus gave his disciples 
on this day, for it was on this day that Jesus had his last meal with his disciples.  
Jesus broke bread, washed the disciples’ feet, and hinted at his coming crucifixion 
and betrayal.  At the time, the disciples did not realize the significance of the 
moment, but now we recognize how powerful and special this last supper was – for 
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them, and for generations of disciples to follow.  As a result, it is our Christian 
tradition to honour this evening with the gift of worship and the sacrament of 
Communion, just as the disciples did on that night.  Here, we come again to 
receive Jesus’ new commandment for our living and our sharing.   
 As we prepare for tonight’s service, I hope you will feel welcome to sing and 
pray, to listen and to receive, all the way through.  I hope, too, that you will have a 
moment, if you have not done so already, to gather a few simple elements to 
partake in Communion.  Perhaps you have a small piece of bread or cracker for 
each person in your household, and maybe some juice, or water.  You might also 
light a candle in the centre of a small table near you, as a reminder that this is a 
space set apart.  This meal we will share is a reminder of the promises made to us 

by Jesus that night of his Last Supper:  promises that all belong to God, that God’s 
love is stronger than death, and that one day, all will be fed.   

Please know there doesn’t have to be anything fancy or complex in the 
elements you gather; that you simply use what you have, as you bring who you 
are.  In every way, that is already enough.  
 While we are unable to gather in person to share Communion, this service, 
this liturgy is designed to serve as a reminder that God meets us at every table.  
Every meal we share is a reminder of the holy meal we share during Communion.  
May this liturgy be a source of reorientation to the sacredness all around us, 
wherever we are this night.  May this time remind us of the breadth and depth of 
God’s love, finding us where we are, blessing us and strengthening us, for these 
days and nights ahead.   
  
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle & Lenten Candles 
 

Hymn  “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” (Voices United 121) 

 
Opening Prayer  

As Jesus gathered with his friends that night,  

as he celebrated the ancient meal of his people,  

as he sang songs, lifted prayers, and lived his life,  

he knew, as we all do, that it would not last forever.  

And despite his intimate connection with the Creator,  

despite the faith he clung to, his heart was heavy, his fear was real,  

and his pleas to his God were desperate.   

So it is with great faith that we come tonight before our God,  

as human as we are, and honestly make our confession. 
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Let us pray. 

Holy God, you hear our prayers,  

you understand our doubts, you love us through the chaos of life,  

and you are with us, wherever we are.   

We confess before you the many times our faith has run out.   

We, like Jesus, have experienced times  

when we have felt that you were so very far away.   

Help us be attentive to your voice. 

Remind us that you accept us just as we are  

but call us to be better, in our lives, our loves, and our faith.   

Help us understand what Jesus meant when he said,  

“not my will but yours be done”  

in ways that will transform and free us.  Amen. 

 

The Lenten Journey:  Toward a Community of Truth 
 
This night like no other, we gather as a community of Jesus-followers, to learn 
more of God’s transformative power, even and especially in all that confounds us.   
Let us ground ourselves in the narrative of Jesus’ story, and the example he sets 
for us, across all time and space. 
Let us receive and then follow the Way, toward God’s life-changing truth.   
 
Scripture  Mark 14.1-11 (The Inclusive Bible)  
 
 Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were to be observed in two 
days’ time.  The chief priests and religious scholars were looking for some excuse 
to arrest Jesus and kill him.  But they said, “Not during the festival, or the people 
may riot.” 
 While Jesus was in Bethany reclining at table in the house of Simon, who 
was afflicted with leprosy, a woman entered carrying an alabaster jar of perfume 
made from expensive aromatic nard.  After breaking the jar, she began to pour the 
perfume on his head. 

 Some said to themselves indignantly, “What is the point of this extravagant 
waste of perfume?  It could have been sold for over three hundred silver pieces 
and the money given to those in need!”  They were infuriated with her. 
 But Jesus said, “Let her alone.  Why do you criticize her?  She has done me a 
kindness.  You will always have poor people among you, and you can do them 
good whenever you want, but you will not always have me.  She has done what 
she could.  She has anointed my body and is preparing it for burial.  The truth is, 
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wherever the Good News is proclaimed throughout the world, what she has done 
will be told in her memory.” 
 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went off to the chief priests to hand 
Jesus over to them.  Hearing what he had to say, they were jubilant and promised 
to give him money.  Then Judas started looking for an opportune moment to 
betray Jesus. 

   
Video “Mary of Bethany” 
 
Silent Reflection 
 

Prayer 
 
The truth is, O God, that we are too often ready to secure our own fortunes  
than to sacrifice for the sake of all your people.   
We wrestle with right choices, with justice and fairness;  
with daily choices that impact far beyond our own lives.   
We pray for mercy and forgiveness, to pour over our wayward ways. 
We pray for courage and compassion, to tell the truth of your Love. 
We pray for trust and generosity, to share the depth of all you have given us. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn “Said Judas to Mary” (Voices United 129)  
 
Scripture  Mark 14.12-16 (The Inclusive Bible)  
   
 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to 
sacrifice the paschal lamb, the disciples said to Jesus, “Where do you want us to 
prepare the Passover supper for you?” 
 He directed two of the disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and you 
will come upon a man carrying a water jar.  Follow him into a house he enters and 
say to the owner, ‘The Teacher asks, “Where is my guestroom?  I want to eat the 
Passover meal there with my disciples.”’ Then you will be shown an upstairs room, 

spacious, furnished, with everything in order.  That is the place you are to get 
ready for us.” 
 Then the disciples went off.  When they reached the city, they found it just 
as Jesus had told them, and they prepared the Passover supper. 
  
Video “Mara” 
 
Silent Reflection 
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Prayer 
 
The truth is, O God, that we are reluctant to listen, and to follow. 
We overlook the simple but life-changing commands you have offered us. 
We are so tempted to believe that we know better, might do better,  
or could love better, than you. 
We pray for mercy and forgiveness, to pour over our wayward ways. 
We pray for courage and compassion, to tell the truth of your Love. 
We pray for trust and generosity, to share the depth of all you have given us. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn “An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare” (Voices United 130) 
  *verses 1-3  
 
Scripture Mark 14.22-26 (The Inclusive Bible)  
 
 During the meal Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them 
saying, “Take this and eat.  This is my body.”  He likewise took a cup, gave thanks 
and passed it to them, and they all drank from it.  Jesus said to them, “This is my 
blood, the blood of the Covenant, which will be poured out on behalf of many.  The 
truth is, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until the day I drink it anew 
in the kindom of God.” 
 After singing songs of praise, they walked out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
Prayer 
 
The truth is, O God, that it is increasingly hard to stay with you,  
knowing the way this story unfolds.   
We are eager to receive, but afraid to risk. 
We long to be your followers, but struggle with obedience in all moments. 
We pray for mercy and forgiveness, to pour over our wayward ways. 
We pray for courage and compassion, to tell the truth of your Love. 
We pray for trust and generosity, to share the depth of all you have given us. 

Amen. 
 
Solo  “How Beautiful” (Twila Paris)          Andrew Poaps, Soloist 
                                                                               Norma Weller, Accompanist
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The Celebration of Communion 
 
In preparation for this beautiful, holy meal, this sacred time of remembrance and 
response, let us gather our hearts together in prayer. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 
God of Exodus, who wills liberation for all people, 
we gather at this table with hearts overflowing. 
We give thanks for your love,  
shown to us in the marvels of creation:  

Butterfly wings and northern lights,  
mischievous magpie and lengthening days,  
the turning of the seasons, gifts of grape and grain. 
We give thanks for your love,  
shown to us in the history of our faith:   
your call to elders, Abraham and Sarah,  
giving them new life and a new journey; 
Your call to children, Miriam and David,  
one to protect a baby, and on to sing your praises; 
Your call to outsiders, to Ruth, to Nineveh, 
showing us that no one is beyond the reach of your heart. 
We give thanks for your love,  
shown to us in Jesus, our friend, our Christ,  
who came to preach good news to the poor  
and proclaim release to the captives; 
who touched the leper and the unclean woman,  
who turned water into wine  
and a small child’s lunch into great abundance. 
We give thanks for your love,  
shown to us in Jesus, our friend, our Christ, 
who tells us to sell all we have and give it to the poor,  
who tells us those without sin may cast the first stone,  

who calls us to be, like him, friend of the poor,  
threat to the powerful. 
We give thanks for your love,  
shown to us in Jesus, our friend, our Christ,  
whose friends, like us, did not understand him; 
sold out, sold him out; scattered like sheep and ran; 
whose friends, like us, betrayed the Jesus movement, betrayed Jesus. 
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Remembering Jesus at Table  
 
We give thanks for your love,  
shown to us in Jesus, our friend, our Christ,  
who, on the night he most needed love,  
took the bread, thanked you for the bounty of the earth,  
broke the bread, and said to his friends,  
“Take this, and share it. This is the bread of new life.   
Whenever you share bread, remember me.” 
And later, he took the cup, and said, “Take this, and share it.   
This is the cup of the new covenant.   

Whenever you share this, remember me.” 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (Voices United 914, bottom right) 

We pray and receive with gratitude all these things in the Way of Jesus,  

who taught us to pray, as children turn to a mother  

who watches over them, saying together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 
As we gather at this table, may we remember that we do so as followers of Jesus, 
and this banquet of love is set by him.  This is to remember and honour the family 
feast of the whole people of God.  All who seek to be nourished and sustained in 
the journey of faith, and long to live justly and in peace with their neighbour are 
welcome and gather in spirit with us now.  With our siblings in faith around the 
world, let us eat and drink together for our strengthening in the faith, and for the 
sake of unity for all God’s people. 

 
Breaking of Bread & Pouring of Juice 
Let us lift up these words in praise and thanksgiving: 

Grain and grape,  

fruit of the earth; 

Bread and juice,  

fruit of our faith. 
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Sharing of the Loaf and Cup 
 
Whether by yourself or with others at your table, this is the time to partake: to eat 
and drink, with gratitude.  If there is more than one gathered, you may partake all 
at the same time, or one at a time.   
You may offer words of blessing, peace, and affirmation to one another, or say 
them to yourself, silently or aloud, for you and God to share.   
There is no wrong way to feast on God’s love. 
 
With the bread, you might say:  ‘The bread of life, for you/for me.’ 
With the juice, you might say:   ‘The cup of promise, for you/for me.’ 

 
Amen.   
 
Prayer After Communion:  (Fred Kaan, 1964; Voices United 483) 
Now let us from this table rise, renewed in body, mind and soul. 
With Christ we die and live again, his selfless love has made us whole.   
Then give us grace, Companion God, to choose again the pilgrim way  
and help us to accept with joy the challenge of tomorrow’s day.” 

 
Hymn “Shadows Gather, Deep and Cold” (Voices United 134) 

 

Video “Judas” 
 

Blessing & Sending Forth   
 

We leave in reflective silence. 

May you know God’s merciful presence accompanying you,  

on this Lenten journey, and in all that is to come. 

                                                  




Please join again in worship: 

Good Friday  10:30am Worship, livestreamed from the sanctuary 
April 2nd 
 
Easter Sunday  7am   Sunrise Service, available on YouTube through 
April 4th    www.trinitybeamsville.ca 
 
    10:30am  Worship with Communion,  

livestreamed from the sanctuary 

http://www.trinitybeamsville.ca/
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Used with Permission & Gratitude:  
 
Videos – from “Easter Upside Down” by skitguys.com. Streaming Rights Included.   
 
Opening Prayer & The Prayer of Thanksgiving - adapted from a service 

written by barb janes:  “Maundy Thursday Worship” in Courage for Hallelujahs, 

Alternate Worship Resources for Lent and Easter, Keri K. Wehlander, Ed.  Toronto:  

UCPH, 1997;  pp.44-50.   

 


