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Sunday, May 9th, 2021 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

6th Sunday of Easter 
Christian Family Sunday 

 
The Beloved Community: 

Proclaiming 

 




“And yet God continued to transform people in our church, not in spite of our 

limitations, but because of them. Embracing our collective weakness made space 

for people to be vulnerable about their own limitations. We didn’t need to worry 

about being good because the gospel assured us we already belonged.  

All we had to do was show up.” 

(Kevin Makins, “Does church still matter, even in a pandemic?”) 

 


Gathering Music                                              
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 

  
Lighting the Christ Candle “Holy Spirit, Hear Us” (Voices United 377) 
 

Call to Worship  
 

Opening Hymn          “Come and Find the Quiet Centre” (Voices United 374) 
 

Opening Prayer 

 
Maternal God, 
you conceive us 

give birth to us 
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nurse us 
smile at us every day 

protect us 
feed us 

give us words to say 
show us how to walk 
cheer for us in our successes 

wipe our tears when we fail 
encourage us 
dream big for us 

and love us for who we are. 

Thank you that you 

do not give up on us 
when we 

don’t call home 
forget to visit 
disappoint you 

neglect what you’ve done for us 
and think we did it by ourselves. 
  

Open our eyes 
to see those 

who need the embrace 
of your mothering love 
who need 

someone to be their champion, 
someone to always give 

the cup of cold water 
and a second mile. 
Help us this week 

to take your love to heart 
and embody it 
like Jesus 

deeply and tenderly. 
 

All this we pray in the Way of Jesus,  
lifting together the words he gave to us,  
as children coming to the sheltering arms of a parent, praying together: 

  
The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 
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Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  
forever and ever.   

Amen. 
 
Growing Together ‘Need some spider plants?’ 

 
Hymn   “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” (Voices United 357)  
 

Scripture     John 15. 9-17 (The Inclusive Bible)        Abbey Orosz 
 

“As my Abba has loved me, so have I loved you.  Live on in my love.  And you will 
live on in my love if you keep my commandments, just as I live on in Abba God’s 
love and have kept God’s commandments.  I tell you all this that my joy may be 

yours, and your joy may be complete.  This is my commandment:  love one 
another as I have loved you.  There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends.  And you are my friends, if you do what I command you.  I no 
longer speak of subordinates, because a subordinate doesn’t know a superior’s 
business.  Instead I call you friends, because I have made known to you everything 

I have learned from Abba God.  It was not you who chose me; it was I who chose 
you to go forth and bear fruit.  Your fruit must endure, so that whatever you ask of 
Abba God in my name God will give you.  This command I give you: that you love 

one another.” 
 

Message  “Kate Bowler & Kevin Makins & you 
…a permission slip to be basic.” 
 

Video  “If you could tell people ONE thing…” 
https://youtu.be/vhjl6265d-4 

 

Prayer & Personal Reflection 
 

https://youtu.be/vhjl6265d-
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Hymn  “Would You Bless Our Homes and Families” 
   (Voices United 556) 

 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 

 
Offering  

Invitation 

Like a shepherd tending to those in their care, 
God has offered us rest and renewal, protection and mercy, 
love and nourishment. 

In response, we are invited to give a portion of our time, energy, gifts,  
and prayers so that others in this world may experience the same. 

 
Song of Thanksgiving  “Now Thank We All Our God” (VU 236, verse 3) 
Prayer 

Generous God, 
We offer you the fruits of our time, talents and resources 
in celebration of all that we have been given. 

Loving God, we give you thanks for all that we have 
and ask a special blessing on the fruits we have given back 

to help meet the needs of your beloved community. 
May these gifts nourish and strengthen the community  
to grow spiritually, emotionally, and physically. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 
Closing Hymn  “I Love to Tell the Story” (Voices United 343)    

 
Blessing & Sending Forth A Prayer for Homes and Families  

(Voices United 557) 

In you, O God, every family on earth receives its name. 
Illumine the homes of this earth with the light of your love, 

 granting courage to those who are hurt or lonely, 
 endurance to those who care for sick family members, 
 and wisdom to those in fearful times of change. 

We thank you for the gifts of love we have received 
 from mother, father, spouse, child, or companion. 
As we have been loved by you and by others, so may we love. 

Grant us your peace, through Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 
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Sung Blessing  “Sing Amen” (Voices United 431) 

 
Postlude   

                                                






Used with Permission & Gratitude:  

 

Opening Prayer  - by Carol Penner, leadinginworship: Church year: 

Mothers/Fathers day (typepad.com) 

Offering Invitation - by The Rev. Ellis Arnold from Easter 4B - April 25 - United 

Church of Christ (ucc.org) 

Offering Prayer of Dedication – by The Rev .Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume, 
pastor of Union Congregational United Church of Christ in West Palm Beach; as 

posted at Easter 5 - May 2 - United Church of Christ (ucc.org) 
 

https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/church-year-mothersfathers-day/
https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/church-year-mothersfathers-day/
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-4-april-25/
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-4-april-25/
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/easter-5-may-2/

