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Sunday, June 6th, 2021 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Union Sunday: 
Celebrating the 96th Anniversary of the Inauguration of 

The United Church of Canada 
 





“Deep in our hearts there is a common vision;  

deep in our hearts there is a common song;  

deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

telling Creation that we are one.” 

(John Oldham & Ron Klusmeier, More Voices 154) 

 


Gathering Music                                             Andrew Poaps, Music Director 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We 
acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee and give thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages. 
 
Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 

Good morning to you all, and welcome to this time of worship, coming to you 
from this sacred space at Trinity United Church in Beamsville.  Perhaps more than 
any other Sunday for a long time, I am particularly, rather self-consciously mindful 
of the place that I name; of the holy ground on which I stand, that we are 
privileged to call our church home.  If ever there has been a time of news, to 
remind and humble us, it has been this past week, with painful calls from 
generations ago that we are settlers on this land.  On this day that our United 
Church of Canada marks as Union Sunday, closest to the anniversary of our 
inauguration on June 10, 1925, we are also here to mark, with prayer and remorse, 
our denominational role in and responsibility for trauma still lived today by 
Indigenous peoples across Canada; by communities within this diverse community 
whose presence and realities have not been honoured but excluded.  We are here, 
in this privileged space, to name the many, multi-layered parts of our story across 
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the last century: to give thanks for lives nurtured in faith, to seek forgiveness for 
lives harmed and taken, and to listen for God’s merciful way forward, in justice and 
truth.   
 The anniversary of The United Church of Canada has historically been 
heralded as a birthday party of sorts.  I suppose that still stands; but in this time, 
in this light of learning and then acting, in this present light and in the name of 215 
children found in Kamloops and countless more beyond, may this anniversary mark 
a time of our continual rebirth.  What we offer here will inevitably feel incomplete, 
but we pray it will be received by God and by all whom join us here, as another 
step toward the community we are called to be.   
 Some of the information in today’s service may be traumatic for 

residential school survivors. If you are feeling pain or distress because of 
your residential school experiences, please call the free 24-hour crisis 
line: 1-866-925-4419. You can also call the First Nations and Inuit Hope 
for Wellness Help Line at 1-855-242-3310. It is toll-free and open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

May we worship with humble awareness that, for thousands of years, 
Indigenous people have walked on this land.  Their relationship with the land has 
been and is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We acknowledge that our 
church and this community stand on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe and 
Haudenosaunee Peoples.  We give thanks for their stewardship of this land 
throughout the ages, as we seek peace and reconciliation with their descendants.   

May this Christ candle shine into the darkness of our past, draw forth action 
in the present, and illumine the Way to a different future.   
   
Lighting the Christ Candle “Jesus, Stand among Us” (Voices United 396) 
 
Call to Worship 
This is the time when we traditionally utter phrases of call: 
God calls us here, we say with grateful hearts. 
God accepts us here, we say with humble spirits. 
God renews us here, we say with thirsty souls. 
God welcomes us here, we say with lonely hearts. 

All this is true, and right, and good.   
All this is in keeping with our incomparable Creator. 
So, too, is the call to enter this space,  
with expectation of transformation. 
God calls us here, to be made new. 
For this precious gift, let us lift unending praise. 
  
Opening Hymn          “We Praise You, O God” (Voices United 218) 
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Opening Prayer: 
Loving God, Creator of us all,  
we come seeking your refreshing presence on the cusp of a new season.  
Like cool water or a gentle breeze, you renew us and enliven us  
to be your faithful community.  
Draw our hearts together as we come here today to worship you.  
Teach us your will to do, your word to speak,  
your song to sing, and your love to share.  
 
All this we pray in the strong name of Jesus, our Redeemer and Friend, 

lifting together the words he gave to us,  
as children coming to the sheltering arms of a parent, praying together: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
An Introduction to Union Sunday & The United Church of Canada Crest 
 It is impossible to move through a service known as Union Sunday, marking 
the 96th anniversary of the inauguration of The United Church of Canada, without 
holding the fullness of our history before us.  There is much to celebrate about our 
beginnings and our present-day unfoldings.  So, too, are there deep wrongs to 
acknowledge and seek forgiveness.  The hope for today is to honour the 
uncomfortable both-and of who we are, and who we still to be, as followers of 
Jesus.  To get a little closer to that, in this short frame of time, we are going to 
walk through the crest that serves as the official signature of The United Church of 
Canada, placed on all legal documents.  It is not the fullness of our voice, but it 
speaks a great deal about how we came to be, and where we still must travel. 

As is usually the way, this morning’s service was well into creation when all 

the best laid plans were necessarily disrupted by the news from the former 
Kamloops Residential School.  In the words of His Honour Murray Sinclair, it was 
and is a “a situation that has come to the public’s eye”.  In other words, what is so 
shocking to most of the Canadian population has been known and named by 
Indigenous communities across this land for generations before now.  The settler 
population is slowly coming to truth and awareness of the depth of suffering 
inflicted on children forced to attend residential schools, with intergenerational 
trauma still lived by the former students and their families today.   
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For much of this week, I have debated about upending all of the existing 
worship plans into a memorial service for the 215 children who occupy my heart 
and mind these days.  I see the community flags at half-mast, the orange t-shirts 
reminding us that Every Child Matters, the social media cover photo frames, and I 
wonder where the church fits into all of that.  We are all longing for expressions of 
solidarity and compassion, to say that these children must be named and forgotten 
no longer.  We seek more than symbol, more than token attention, because the 
painful truth is that there will be further discoveries as time unfolds.  There are 
thousands, not hundreds, whose names have never been forgotten by their families 
and communities.  My heart cannot grasp the number of candles required; the 
pairs of moccasins to lay at the steps of institutions like ours.  My heart also knows 

and follows the example of our national church leaders, recognizing that as much 
as we want to speak into the abyss of emotions and lift calls for long overdue 
action, this is primarily a time for respectful listening; to speak truths and offer 
pastoral support, but also to sit in the silence of shock long enough to feel its 
depth.  This is, above all, a time to give space for Indigenous peoples to speak first 
and last.   

As a worship leader in a settler church, I don’t know the best next step for 
this moment, and so I am proceeding in trust that this modified version of a Union 
Sunday service will be an opportunity to learn more of our shared story for the 
sake of our collective transformation.  I am also thankful that this is an ongoing 
conversation, in small groups, worship, and more; and that this month of 
Indigenous History Awareness offers us rich resources for repeated focus beyond 
the headlines, including again on June 20th.   

That said, much of the liturgy that follows is based on the work of glenda 
thornton, written while she served at Centenary-Queen Square United Church in 
Saint John, New Brunswick.  While it is built as a time of teaching and honouring 
the symbols within our uniquely United Church symbol, it is also a time to reflect on 
the very meaning of representation; on the use of voice and institutional power.  
Surrounded by Scripture, song and prayer, today we will reflect on the various 
symbols and words that comprise our crest and think more deeply on their 
relationship to who we are today.  We thank glenda for her work in shaping this 
time of remembering and growing, in knowledge and truth.   

  To begin, some words from The Rev. Dr. Victor T. Mooney, Treasurer of The 
United Church of Canada in 1943, who designed the crest and later recalled this: 

“When I was appointed Treasurer of The United Church of Canada, I 
discovered that the church had no seal to seal the documents of the church. 
Shortly after the 1925 Union, the Executive had ordered that a seal be designed for 
the United Church, and a committee was appointed to look into it and make 
recommendations. However, no report was ever made to the Executive. The 
committee had appointed an expert in seals for documents, several designs were 
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made, but they had not appealed to the committee, so they had not presented 
them. They did, however, decide that they should work into it symbols that would 
represent the various denominations coming into union. Because I was always 
doodling in the meetings, the then Moderator, Dr. Slater, said, ‘Let’s appoint 
Mooney the chairman of a new committee; he’s always doodling. He ought to be 
able to work out a design.”  Victor Mooney’s design was officially adopted in 1944 
by the 11th General Council.  From doodles to design, from freedom of thought to 
reality, this is part of our story of faith – seeking to be braver, bolder, stronger, in 
this complex world. 

Let us sing of the brave and bold teacher we follow, in name and in truth.  
  

Hymn   “Jesus, Teacher, Brave and Bold” (Voices United 605) 
 
Growing Together ‘How’s your Greek?’ 
 
 Hello my friends!  It is great to see you, as always.  I’m really happy to be 
back with you after a couple of Sundays away.  I feel rested and ready as can be, 
and come back with a very important question for you… How is your Greek?  What 
do you mean you don’t know Greek?  Haven’t you taken that in school yet?  No?!  
Well, I can understand that.  In fact, I didn’t take any courses in Greek until I was 
at seminary, and even now I don’t feel very confident about remembering too 
much.   
 But what if I told you that you speak a little bit of Greek, every time you look 
at our United Church of Canada crest.  It’s true.  Let’s take a look together and I’ll 
show you what I mean. 
 Okay, so first, what do you notice about the letter that forms the base of our 
crest.  It’s like an X at the centre, right?  That’s not just a neat design.  That’s 
meant to represent the Greek letter “chi”, which is the first letter of the Greek word 
for Christ. 
 Now let’s look at the lowest portion of the crest, down here.  Do you see 
those two letters overlapping one another?  That’s Alpha and Omega, the first and 
last letters of the Greek alphabet.  They symbolize God as the beginning and end of 
all things; God as always present, and the source of all that is good.  There you go, 

there’s a little more Greek you already know. 
 My last question for this morning is to ask you if the shape of the crest 
reminds you of anything?  If I turn it on its side, does it remind you of a fish?  
Good!  Because that’s exactly what it’s meant to do:  to remind us that the outline 
of a fish was one of the earliest symbols used by followers of Jesus, thousands of 
years ago.  Some people say that’s because of the story of the loaves and fishes.  
Some people say that’s because the disciples had incredible encounters with Jesus 
when they were fishing at the Sea of Galilee.  Lots of other people talk about an 
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acrostic for the Greek work for fish (Ichthys).  If you say Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Saviour, in Greek, and then you take the first letters of each of those Greek words, 
it spells Ichthys (pronounced ichthus or ick-thoos).  Still with me? 
 Whether or not you speak Greek, I think the most important thing God wants 
us to remember, about our crest and our church, is that we are followers of Jesus; 
and as followers of Jesus, one of the most important things we are to do is to live 
the language of love… God’s Love.  God’s Love is love for everyone, without 
exception.  God’s Love is brave and bold.  God’s Love is beyond words, and it is all 
around you, every day. 
 
 There’s one more thing I want to point out to you today:  other than English 

and French, there is another language that appears on our creed:  it’s Latin, here 
on the lower left side of the outline.  These words, “ut omnes unum sint” mean 
“that all may be one”, and they come from a prayer that Jesus prayed, as we read 
it in John 17:21.  Jesus wanted us to do things together, for all God’s people to be 
united in love.   
 One of the ways we can do that is with what we call An Affirmation of Faith – 
in saying together what we believe to be true.  Today, I’d love if you could do this 
with me, if we stand together, along with all the folks at home joining us, and we’ll 
give thanks together, that we are not alone, ever.   
  
An Affirmation of Faith:  A New Creed (Voices United 918) 
We are not alone, 
    we live in God’s world. 
 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope. 
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In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
    Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem   “When He Came” (Ruth Elaine Schram) 

Andrew Poaps, Jane Pritchard, Norma Weller 
 

Part of Our Story “God’s Truth” 
 

Our United Church of Canada, the largest Protestant denomination in 

Canada, was the first union of churches in the world to cross historical 

denominational lines. Along with the Congregational Church, the Methodists, and 

the Presbyterians, the General Council of Union Churches from Western Canada 

also joined in 1925. Since then, the Synod of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of 

Bermuda and the Canada Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church 

have also become part of The United Church of Canada.  

Three of the four symbols on the crest are associated with the three 

communions that united to form The United Church of Canada in 1925. 

The open Bible on the left side of the crest represents the Congregational 

Church and its emphasis upon God’s truth that makes people free. From this 

communion we have a heritage of liberty in prophesying, love of spiritual freedom, 

awareness of the creative power of the Holy Spirit, and clear witness for civic 

justice. These qualities all come from their history. Congregationalism began back 

in the time of the Puritan Reformation in Great Britain. Congregations that did not 

conform but were still Protestant and ran themselves independently and 

autonomously became known as Congregationalists. Congregationalism in Canada 

originated with the acceptance of the offer made by the British government that 

promised free land to New Englanders who would relocate in Nova Scotia. In 1759, 

several hundred immigrants founded new towns and gathered churches; the first 

was at Chester, Nova Scotia, and in 1760, a colony began at Maugerville, New 

Brunswick, with their first church being organized six years later. The churches in 

Newfoundland were organized in 1846. In 1801, the British Congregationalists sent 

a missionary to organize a church in Quebec. That beginning led to the formation 

of the Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec, which merged with the older 

Atlantic group in 1906. It was this union of Congregational Churches that joined 

The United Church of Canada in 1925.  
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 May we continue to open ourselves to hear God’s truth, to transform us as 

both a united and uniting church, representing the beauty of diversity in people, 

expressions, and histories. 

 Let us listen to God speaking to us, fresh this day, opening our Bibles for our 

first Scripture reading for this morning: 

Scripture   Matthew 3: 1, 5, 13-17 (The Inclusive Bible)    Jane Capell 
 

At this time, John the Baptizer appeared in the desert of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Change your hearts and minds, for the reign of heaven is about to break in upon 
you!” 
 At that time, Jerusalem, all Judea and the whole region around the Jordan 
were going out to him.   
 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  John 
tried to dissuade Jesus, saying, “I should be baptized by you, and yet you come to 
me!” 
 But Jesus replied, “Leave it this way for now.  We must do this to completely 
fulfill God’s justice.”  So John reluctantly agreed.   
 Immediately after Jesus had been baptized and was coming up out of the 
water, the sky suddenly opened up and Jesus saw the Spirit of God, descending as 
a dove and hovering over him.  With that, a voice from the heavens said, “This is 
my Own, my Beloved, on whom my favour rests.” 
 
Part of Our Story “A Dove Descending” 

The presence and symbol of the dove is a prominent part of our United 

Church story, as followers of the One baptized in the Jordan, and as descendants 

of Methodism.   

The dove at the top of the United Church crest is here to symbolize the Holy 

Spirit, whose transforming power has been a distinctive mark of Methodism. Here, 

our heritage is one of evangelical zeal, concern for human redemption, warmth of 

Christian fellowship, the testimony of spiritual experience, and the ministry of 

sacred song. 

The Methodist movement traces its origin to the evangelical awakening in 

18th-century Great Britain. Methodism followed from the work of John Wesley, who 

was an Anglican clergyman. Methodism in Canada is traced to Lawrence Coughlan, 

an Irish Methodist preacher who came to Newfoundland in 1765. Around the same 

time, Methodists were migrating from England to Nova Scotia.  Among them was 

William Black, Sr., whose young son of 19 organized Methodist classes in 1781. 

Three years later, Black journeyed to Baltimore, Maryland, for the meeting that 
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organized the new Methodist Episcopal Church. The Canadian work that Black had 

developed was taken under their care and prospered as an integral part of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church until 1828, when it became separate and independent. 

Meanwhile, Methodists from Great Britain had migrated into Upper Canada and 

brought with them the several divisions of British Methodism. Mergers in 1874 and 

1884 resulted in The Methodist Church of Canada being formed, and this was the 

church that joined the United Church in 1925. 

May God’s transforming Spirit continue to call us into words and ways where 

all God’s people are understood and welcomed as Beloved.   

 
Sung Response  “Draw the Circle Wide” (More Voices 145),  

Refrain and Verse 1 
 
 From dove to fire, let us hear more of God’s speaking to us, across time and 
space into this present moment. 
 
Scripture    Exodus 3: 1-6 (The Inclusive Bible)                 Jane Capell 
 

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian.  
Leading the flock deep into the wilderness, Moses came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God.   
 The messenger of YHWH appeared to Moses in a blazing fire from the midst 
of a thornbush.  Moses saw – “The bush is ablaze with fire, and yet it isn’t 
consumed!”  Moses said, “Let me go over and look at this remarkable sight – and 
see why the bush doesn’t burn up!” 
 When YHWH saw Moses coming to look more closely, God called out to him 
from the midst of the bush:  “Moses!  Moses!” 
 Moses answered, “I am here.” 
 God said, “Come no closer!  Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 
place where you stand is holy ground! 
 “I am the God of your ancestors,” the voice continued, “the God of Sarah 
and Abraham, the God of Rebecca and Isaac, the God of Leah and Rachel and 
Jacob!” 

 Moses hid his face, afraid to look at the Holy One. 
 
Part of Our Story  “On Fire!” 
 

The burning bush is another prominent part of our United Church story, at 
the right of the crest as the symbol of Presbyterianism and the indestructibility of 
the church. From the Presbyterians, we have received a heritage of high regard for 
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the dignity of worship, the education of all people, the authority of scripture, and 
the church as the Body of Christ. 

A form of Calvinism, Presbyterianism traces its roots back to the Scottish 
Reformation, Scotland’s formal break with the Roman Catholic Church in 1560. 
Later, in 1598 in France, the Edict of Nantes was issued by Henry IV to grant the 
Calvinist Protestants of France (also known as Huguenots) substantial rights in a 
nation still considered essentially Catholic. French Huguenots, escaping persecution 
following the revocation of this edict in 1685, brought the Reformed Faith to 
Canada. But even in the New World, their growth and development were restricted. 
After Britain took over Nova Scotia in 1713, subsequent immigration of 
Presbyterians from Scotland and Ireland completely overwhelmed the small French 

contingent.  
The first ministers from Scotland were Daniel Cook, David Smith, and Hugh 

Graham, who organized the Presbytery of Truro in 1786. In 1795, the Presbytery of 
Pictou was organized, which represented another faction of Scottish 
Presbyterianism. In 1817, these two groups, joined by a few ministers from the 
Established Church of Scotland, were able to come together and form the Synod of 
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia.  

Meanwhile, Presbyterians were moving into central and western Canada. As 
in eastern Canada, they brought the many divisions of the Scottish church with 
them and established several presbyteries and then synods, the first being the 
Presbytery of the Canadas in 1818. The establishment of new synods continued 
through the first half of the 19th century, in part due to the importing of divisions 
within the church in Scotland, the arrival of non-English-speaking immigrants 
(Dutch Reformed), and the opening of new territories in the west. In 1875, a series 
of mergers led to the union of most Presbyterians into The Presbyterian Church of 
Canada. Seventy percent of congregations in this denomination joined the United 
Church in 1925. 
 May God’s transforming Spirit continue to call us into words and ways where 
divisions are transformed by unity in Love.   
 
Sung Response  “Draw the Circle Wide” (More Voices 145),  

Refrain and Verse 2 

 
Scripture   Mark 10:13-16 (The Inclusive Bible) 
 
 Our third Scripture for this morning is one that you may be most familiar in 
hearing at times of Baptism.  With Christians around the world, our United Church 
of Canada celebrates the gift and place of children in our congregational family, 
and we honour them, their wisdom, and faithful example.  May we, like Jesus, see 
and welcome the purity of children in their living expression God’s embrace for all.  
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Beyond all constructed barriers this world may try to impose, our children teach us 
how to welcome and care for all children, as Jesus did. 
 From Mark, Chapter 10, verses 13 through 16, in The Inclusive Bible, we 
hear: 

People were bringing their children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the 
disciples scolded them for this.   
 When Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children 
come to me; do not stop them.  It is to just such as these that the kindom of God 
belongs.  The truth is, whoever doesn’t welcome the kindom of God as a little child 
won’t enter it.” 
 And Jesus took the children in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands 

on them. 
 
Part of Our Story “All My Relations – Akwe Nia’Tetewá:neren” 
 

Twenty-one years ago, the United Church Publishing House offered this 

book, called ‘Fire and Grace:  Stories of History and Vision’.  Compiled to mark our 

denomination’s 75th anniversary, it is a rich assortment of writing and reflections, 

seeking to express who we are, how we came to be, and where we have yet to go.  

It includes submissions from Past Moderators such as The Very Rev. Bruce McLeod, 

Moderator from 1972-1974, who wrote of this United Church as “a church that can 

change its mind”; a church that has stepped into hard places “long before it was 

popular”; a church that does its best work when we commit “not to convert but to 

listen”.   

‘Fire and Grace’ also reminds us that we have not always listened; that 

before and after the Union of 1925, the branches of our church family tree 

participated in culture-destroying conversion with horrifying impacts still being 

acknowledged.  As a denomination, we seek right relationship among all people 

and with creation itself, but the story of our crest’s development is itself a reminder 

of the long road we must travel to live in justice and peace with Canada’s 

Indigenous peoples.  The timeline of the fourth language present on the United 

Church crest is an expression of our long history of neglect and ignorance, for it 

was not until August of 2012, at the 41st General Council, that The United Church 

of Canada acknowledged the presence and spirituality of Indigenous peoples in the 

United Church by revising the church’s crest. The crest changes included 

incorporating the colours often associated with the Indigenous Medicine Wheel. 

The Medicine Wheel, which reflects respect for diversity and interdependence, is 

often represented in the four traditional colours of yellow, red, black, and white, 

which incorporate important teachings from the four directions, the four stages of 
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life, and the four seasons. The placement of these colours will vary according to 

the traditions of the nation. The Medicine Wheel teaches us to seek balance in the 

physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual aspects of the circle of life. 

Since that change to the crest, not yet nine years ago, on the lower right 

side, we find the Mohawk phrase “Akwe Nia’Tetewá:neren,” meaning “all my 

relations.”  While it is seen to connect with Jesus’ prayer that all may be one, it is a 

fundamental expression and reflection of Indigenous spirituality and wisdom.  It 

acknowledges our interrelationship with all of creation.  It also exposes the harm 

that endures, from times and places that institutionalized racism was disguised as 

faith, when ‘all my relations’ was discarded with painful consequence.     

 To the families and communities living with the trauma of residential schools, 
in Kamloops and across this country, our community of faith mourns the 
unimaginable losses you endure.  We speak our shame, our anger, our sorrow, our 
lament, for all that our United Church of Canada, our founding denominations, and 
Christian siblings throughout Canada have sought to destroy in you.  We seek to 
live into justice with you, our neighbours, in this community, on this land that you 
have stewarded for time beyond our knowing.  We honour your children, as you do 
ours.  We pray peace and healing, and we pray for courage to take our part within 
their coming to be.   
 
Prayer  
 
Great and Heavenly Spirit, 
God of compassion, healing and comfort, 
We lift up in prayer the sacred lives of the children, some now known to us,  
all known to you, who died in residential schools. 
We lift up in prayer the sacred lives of the children who went missing  
from these schools and whose fates are unknown  
to those who held them most dear. 
We grieve the loss of so many thousands of these little ones,  
and we grieve especially their loss so far away from home. 
We grieve the loss of youth with so much potential.  
These were children of this place, children of our land.  
The loss of their giftedness is our collective loss. 
We lament how long their families have had to live with unanswered questions. 
Hear our prayers: 
for those who were not informed of their children’s deaths at all,  
or on a timely basis; 
for those who were not told of where their daughters and sons had been buried; 
for those who have long hoped that a child who went missing  
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somehow survived and had a good life -  
even as they may have also feared the worst. 
We lament our complicity in the loss of these children.  
As members of a church which ran residential schools,  
we seek your help as we look to redress  
the many ways in which our church failed these Indigenous children,  
their families, and their communities.  
We pray that your reconciling love will teach us  
how to create true bonds of community and understanding  
as Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples today. 
We lift up with gratitude the efforts of all those who are seeking to honour  

the lives of the children who died,  
as well as the children whose fates are unknown,  
through ongoing research and acts of remembrance. 
We ask for your continued guidance of them  
as they work to uncover the stories of the lost.  
We understand how precious this information is,  
and how vital it is to the healing of so many families and communities. 
Bless those who are preparing to honour the children with sacred ceremonies  
and those who work to protect burial sites,  
in keeping with the traditions of Indigenous peoples across this land. 
We pray for the families of these children and for all who loved them.  
Envelop them in the warmth of your infinite care and give them peace. 
Inspire all of us with energy, wisdom, and commitment  
to the loving pursuit of the truth which will heal all of us  
in our brokenness and lead to reconciliation with our neighbours across this land. 
Amen. 
 
A prayer offered by Indigenous Ministries for the memorial register honouring 
children who died at residential schools (TRC Call to Action 72), launched on 
September 30, 2019. 
 
A poem by abigail echo-hawk: 

 
When they buried the children 
What they didn’t know 
They were lovingly embraced 
By the land 
Held and cradled in a mother’s heart 
The trees wept for them, with the wind they sang mourning songs  
their mothers didn’t know to sing 

https://united-church.ca/node/18457
https://united-church.ca/node/29963
https://united-church.ca/node/29963
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Bending branches to touch the earth around them. 
The Creator cried for them 
The tears falling like rain. 
 
Mother Earth held them 
Until they could be found. 
Now our voices sing the mourning songs. 
With the trees.  The wind. Light sacred fire 
Ensure they are never forgotten as we sing 
JUSTICE 
 

Sung Response    “Draw the Circle Wide” (More Voices 145),  
Refrain and Verse 3 

 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 
 Our congregational life and work continues with our own present day work, 
moved by fire and grace.  While the list of community opportunities is not yet much 
beyond Zoom meetings and gatherings, we are mindful of the provincial projections 
toward reopening and are in the early stages of understanding what that could 
mean for us, here.  Please stay tuned as information becomes available and please 
know that your presence, in this way and every way that you can connect to your 
congregational family, is a profound expression of hope, and things still to come.   
 
Offering  

Invitation  
Looking toward what can still be, I offer you two things for this moment. 
The first is an invitation:  to contribute directly to the Healing Fund.  As 

noted in Friday’s letter to us all, from our national church offices, all of the 
expressions of grief being offered across the country are vital.  So, too, is our 
support for The Healing Fund. Established in 1994, it is a grant that supports 

healing initiatives in Indigenous communities to address the ongoing impacts of the 
residential school system. It supports the named needs of survivors for mending, 
restoring, and celebrating— for honouring loss, along with hope for rebuilding 

identity. Please know that any donations made to The Healing Fund in this time will 
be held until the Indigenous church, which oversees The Healing Fund, decides 
how best to share them given the needs that emerge in Indigenous communities. 

The second is a thank you:  for all the ways you regularly contribute 
financially to God’s transformative work through the church.  That includes your 
support for Mission & Service of The United Church of Canada.  Let’s take a look at 
this video message now and let us be inspired to continue this vital work.  

  

https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/healing-fund
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 Video   (135) Mission & Service: Thank you for your generosity - YouTube 
Song of Thanksgiving    “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” (VU 537) 
Prayer 

 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 
Please continue to hold in prayer the family of our beloved Arthur Habisreutinger, 
who died peacefully on Monday, May 17, after the rapid advancement of leukemia.  
Arthur’s wife Karen, their children, and grandchildren remain grateful for your 
compassion, care, and support, and look forward to a time when there can be a 
larger, public gathering to honour and celebrate Arthur’s life.  There will be a 

private family memorial service later this month.  Through this time of separation, 
may we know our grieving to be held, in unifying strength and love, by our ever-
faithful, ever-present God.   

For the grieving we know and those we do not; 
for needs we know and those we do not, 
let us come before God in prayer, together: 
 
God in whom we live and move and have our being: 
From sea to sea to sea we gather in prayer; 
from generation to generation we sing; 
on this anniversary we give thanks 
for your care 
guidance 
and correction. 
In this heritage of trust 
we pray for this United Church 
and for faithful living on this land. 
Our Source of Life, Living Word, and Bonding Love, 
we pray with growing awareness: 
of our past wrongs, and our present reluctance and fear. 
We pray with longing for courage: 
to hear hard truths, and to respond with accountability and action. 

We pray with trusting belief: 
that change can come, and learnings will transform. 
We pray with loving compassion: 
for healing and comfort, for rest and restoration,  
for all who ache, and whose lives are fractured. 
We pray with willing humility: 
to live into right relations, with all your people; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXI6tqIw52w
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to be bearers of peace and honest love; 
to live the Way of Jesus, beyond all symbols. 
We pray that all may be one, by the breath of your Spirit. 
O God, who has created and is creating,  
we pray for the renewal of your people and your Creation, 
for your vision, forever. 
Amen.   
   
Closing Hymn  “Deep in Our Hearts” (More Voices 154) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 

(adapted from the Inaugural Service of The United Church of Canada,  
June 10, 1925; for use in the 96th Anniversary Service, June 10, 2021) 
 
O God, who to an expectant and united church 
didst grant at Pentecost the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, 
and hast wonderfully brought 
into one fold those who now worship thee here: 
grant us the hope of the same Spirit 
in all our life and worship, 
that we may expect great things from thee, 
and attempt great things for thee,  
and live radical love for you! 
And, all together, as your people 
we would live in the world 
as disciples of Jesus, 
sharing with all the love 
that you share with us, in him. 
We celebrate you, Creator! 
We celebrate you, Jesus, Christ! 
We celebrate you, Holy Spirit! 
Forever, and ever! 

Amen. 
 
Sung Blessing  "Come O Spirit Dwell Among Us"  

(Voices United 198, verse 1)  
 
Postlude                                        
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Used with Permission & Gratitude: 
 
Today’s service is adapted from “Sing to Our God!: A Service Based on The Crest of 

The United Church of Canada”, written by glenda thornton as A ‘Gathering’ Worship 

Resource Service, first printed Pentecost 1, 2014 and available at Union Sunday | 

The United Church of Canada (united-church.ca); includes the Opening Prayer 

written by Cindy Randall, Humbervale UC, Etobicoke ON (‘Gathering’, Pentecost 1, 

2014.  

Prayers for Ourselves and Others – includes the work of The Rev. Dr. Catharine 
Faith MacLean, as available at Union Sunday Prayer | The United Church of Canada 

(united-church.ca) 

https://united-church.ca/worship-special-days/union-sunday
https://united-church.ca/worship-special-days/union-sunday
https://united-church.ca/prayers/union-sunday-prayer
https://united-church.ca/prayers/union-sunday-prayer

