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Sunday, June 13th, 2021 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Celebrating Pride Month 
 





“Come shine your rainbow,  

splash your hues across the sky, 

paint the world in colours 

proud and bold and free.” 

(David Kai, “We Are a Rainbow”) 

 




Gathering Music                                             Andrew Poaps, Music Director 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    
For thousands of years, Indigenous people have walked on this land.  Their 
relationship with the land has been and is at the centre of their lives and 
spirituality.  We acknowledge that our church and this community stand on the 
traditional territory of the Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee Peoples.  We give 
thanks for their stewardship of this land throughout the ages, as we seek peace 
and reconciliation with their descendants. 
 
Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 

Good morning, and welcome to this 2nd Sunday in June.  Time is moving us 

along so quickly, but every passing moment brings us new opportunities to 
celebrate in worship, remembering the extraordinary privilege we have to come 
together as Trinity, Beamsville, and to reach out to God’s people, without 

boundaries.  Today’s worship is focused on precisely that:  hearing God’s invitation 
through Jesus to be part of building a world, planting seeds of transformation that 

yield safe spaces for all our siblings of humanity, to live proud, bold, and free.  It 
sounds daunting, and it sounds absolutely foundational to all that we are and might 
ever be.  It sounds like a place to begin and end our worship, every day of every 

year.   
May we worship with humble awareness that, for thousands of years, 

Indigenous people have walked on this land.  Their relationship with the land has 

been and is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We acknowledge that our 
church and this community stand on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe and 
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Haudenosaunee Peoples.  We give thanks for their stewardship of this land 
throughout the ages, as we seek peace and reconciliation with their descendants.   

   
Lighting the Christ Candle                                Addison & Arlo 

 For this morning’s lighting of the Christ Candle, I am so pleased to have my 
wonderful friends Addison and Arlo join us by a video they recorded at home – 
reminding us of God’s light of Love, shining bright in our lives, and in our worship 

here again today. 
 
Call to Worship 

In the safety of this sanctuary, God’s voice calls to us again: 
Hold all the world in love. 

Know that there are no justified divisions. 
The sacred cannot be withheld. 
Love is what draws us, defines us, declares us whole and wholly beloved. 

Love is spread across Creation, from the time before time. 
Love is ours to share, and to honour in joyful praise. 
 

Opening Hymn  “Your Love Is Amazing” (More Voices 26) 
 

Opening Prayer: 

Creating God, God of Mercy, 

as we acknowledge the diversity in this amazing world,  

created in atoms and molecules but with an underlying spirit of mystery, 

we must also admit that, at times, we have forgotten  

the wonders of that diversity.  

We have longed for things to be familiar and as they have always been.  

We know that religious traditions have caused harm in the past  

and continue to cause harm and pain 

to those who express their being in ways different than the majority.  

We know, too, that we individually,  

both intentionally and unintentionally,  

have rejected and shunned those who are not like us. 

For this we are truly sorry and ask your patience  

as we learn and strive for ways to be more inclusive  

and celebrate all in this wondrous world. 

 

All this we pray in the strong name of Jesus, our Redeemer and Friend, 
lifting together the words he gave to us,  
as children coming to the sheltering arms of a parent, praying together: 



4 
 

 
The Prayer of Jesus - A Paraphrase by Jim Cotter (Voices United 916) 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain Bearer, Life-Giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For your reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
An Introduction to Our Celebration of Pride Month 

In 1988, The United Church of Canada decided that sexual orientation would 
no longer be a barrier to membership in the United Church and hence to candidacy 
for ministry. We did not come to that realization until 1988.  In 2009, gender 

identity was added to that decision. Today and throughout this month, we 
celebrate Pride in many United Churches across the country.  May we also 

celebrate Pride in every facet of our living and our gathering.   
Some of us come today celebrating and knowing lots about Pride. Some 

come today celebrating and knowing a little about Pride. And some of us come 

today not sure what to expect but here to learn what we can. So, let’s begin with a 
bit of background. 

Pride is a positive stance against discrimination and violence toward lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and gender-fluid people. Pride is also a chance 
to promote self-affirmation, dignity, equality, and fundamental human rights, and 

to celebrate in a safe environment.   
The Pride Parade, known in increasing numbers of communities, has its roots 

in a 1970 march in New York City, which marked this 2SLGBTQ-plus community’s 

first resistance to police brutality, oppression, and human rights violations that had 
resulted in the Stonewall riots a year earlier, in 1969. Since the 1980s, this 
liberation movement has morphed into the Pride movement. Parades, festivities, 

and celebrations are held to mark improved rights for this marginalized community, 
supported and accompanied by allies of all walks of life.  



5 
 

 
(Note: You can get more information on 2SLGBTQ-plus history in The United 
Church of Canada by visiting the Gender and Sexuality page; see in particular the 
timelines available under “Downloads”) 
 
 Today, let us gather in the light of love-filled awareness, drawn forth by the 
light of Christ, calling us into the expansive welcome of all people. 

 
Lighting of the Red Candle 
We light the red candle, symbolizing life in all its forms and richness. 

 
Lighting of the Orange Candle 

We light the orange candle, symbolizing healing. 
 

Lighting of the Yellow Candle 

We light the yellow candle, symbolizing sunlight and all kinds of light. 
 

Lighting of the Green Candle 

We light the green candle, symbolizing nature in all its diversity. 

 

Lighting of the Blue Candle 

We light the blue candle, symbolizing harmony. 

 

Lighting of the Purple Candle 

We light the purple candle, symbolizing Spirit. 
 

Anthem  “Make Them Hear You” (Lynn Ahrens & Stephen Flaherty) 
Andrew Poaps, Jane Pritchard, Norma Weller 

 
Growing Together ‘What language does a rainbow speak?’ 
 

 Hello there friends!   
 There are some special things we need to talk about today, but before we 

get there, we need to take a couple of minutes to sing to some special friends:  our 
friends with June birthdays!  I think you might know at least a few… like Rosie, and 
her mum Melanie, and my Eric, and the list goes on and on and on.   

 Let’s sing to them now, with huge hugs of love and thankfulness, for who 
they are and who God created them to be. 
 *Singing Happy Birthday! 

 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/being-community/gender-and-orientation
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 So, with that happy song to carry us, I’m wondering if you’ve noticed some 
of the colourful things I have here with me today.  You’ve already seen some 

brightly coloured candles; and I have some sprinkle-covered sugar cookies here to 
spoil my Abbey (these are her favourite cookies!); and maybe you can see the big 

banner over the pulpit, that usually hangs over the big double-doors as you come 
into the sanctuary; and maybe you can see the colourful containers of bubbles that 
I have here; or even the great big pool floatie that I have behind me here.  Do you 

notice something in common about all of them?  That’s right… they’re all in the 
colours of a rainbow.   
 Can you think of why rainbows are important for who we want to be as 

God’s people, here in this church, and in The United Church of Canada?  Rainbows 
are a beautiful reminder that God created us all, in all of our unique ways, and God 

wants us to welcome and love one another, just as God does.  Rainbows are 
reminders that God doesn’t want us to judge one another, thinking that the way we 
are is the way that all people should be.  God loves us because of who we are, not 

because of who we love.  Just like that big banner says, “God Loves Us All.”  
Period.  No ifs, ands, or buts about it. 
 So if I asked you what language a rainbow speaks, what would you say?  Is 

a rainbow something we can only speak about in English, or French, or Spanish, or 
Lithuanian?  No, of course not.  A rainbow is a symbol that can’t be limited by 

words.  A rainbow is for us to see and to know that God wants us to live in peace 
with one another:  to eat delicious cookies together, and blow bubbles together, 
and float around in the lake together.   

 What a beautiful, beautiful gift God has given us – in rainbows, and in each 
other. 

 Shall we pray together, and thank God for all the wonders of the rainbow of 
the human family? 
 

Hymn   “My Love Colours Outside the Lines” (More Voices 138)  
 

Scripture   Mark 4: 26-32 (The Inclusive Bible)  Michael Orosz 

 
 Jesus said further, “The reign of God is like this:  a sower scatters seed on 

the ground, then goes to bed at night and gets up day after day.  Through it all the 
seed sprouts and grows without the sower knowing how it happens.  The soil 
produces a crop by itself – first the blade, then the ear, and finally the ripe wheat 

in the ear.  When the crop is ready, the sower wields the sickle, for the time is ripe 
for the harvest.” 
 Jesus went on to say, “What comparison can we use for the reign of God?  

What image will help to present it?  It is like a mustard seed which people plant in 
the soil:  it is the smallest of all the earth’s seeds, yet once it is sown, it springs up 
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to become the largest of shrubs, with branches big enough for the birds of the sky 
to build nests in its shade.” 

 
Message   “Through it all…” 

 
 Today’s message comes to you in two parts:  distinct but inseparable. 
 The first is a proclamation from Scripture:  a truth-telling, as you’ve just 

heard it offered again, repeating the wisdom and love-filled call of Jesus.  In that 
seemingly faraway place of a seemingly faraway time, our beloved friend and the 
One in whose name we gather and serve, taught his first disciples that there are 

moments in life, at every turn, when we are reminded of the power of planting 
seeds:  seeds of compassion, seeds of openness, seeds of humility, and seeds of 

possibility.  In every interaction, in every relationship, in every conversation and 
trusted action, Jesus says, God pours into us and over the power to effect sacred 
change, in keeping with how God has always intended human community to be:  

the kind of community defined by expansive welcome, embrace of difference, and 
unlimited love.  In the Inclusive Bible translation, such a community is known as a 
kin-dom; not a king-dom, but a kin-dom; a place where all our siblings are given 

equality of space, without limiting labels. 
 These seeds, tiny like a mustard seed as they may seem to be, are infused 

with beautiful opportunities, Jesus said.  Jesus also foreshadowed the long and 
painful place to which some of our kin-dom have been relegated, waiting for the 
seeds of inclusion to break forth into the promised space, large enough for all the 

diverse birds of the sky.  Nests in the shade have not been possible for all; are not 
possible for all, as we break out of the imagery of the mustard seed and its shrub 

and into the safety and shade of human homes and relationships.  This world is not 
safe for all, as some continue to be judged, diminished, dismissed, and caused 
unspeakable harm.   

 Through it all – through the ongoing time of teaching, reminding, teaching 
again, all toward shattering ignorance and division; through every attempt to 
discourage, diminish, and detract in shameful ways -  we are invited to hear the 

truth-telling of siblings in our midst.  I think of my sibling-in-Christ Megan, who 
lives a beautiful, God-honouring life with her wife Claire, raising three exceptional 

children, and who, as a family, are making our world, God’s kin-dom, a profoundly 
better place by their being it.  The proclamation we must hear, however, is that 
God’s people must be accountable for times and places - past, present, and sadly 

still future – when limiting theology has been limiting honest lives.  There are 
questions to be answered and responsibility to be taken.  There is love to be 
shared, without exception or excuse.   

 And so, the second and equally prophetic segment of today’s teaching is 
offered to you by Megan.  I read it on Megan’s behalf, with great privilege in doing 
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so.  I invite you to hear every word, and then hear the questions at the end.  I 
invite you to hold the questions for all our siblings, the world over… for all of us are 

but children of God, making our way through the world, held by a sacred Love 
beyond our comprehension. 

 Megan’s piece is called “Dear world…”, and it goes like this: 
 
A Reflection written by Megan Koabel  “Dear world…” 

 
Dear world.... picture this.  
It starts like any other morning.  

The alarm goes off, someone gets in the shower to start the day.  
All the girls still sleeping in their beds (if it's a good morning).  

The shower stops, they get ready for the day  
usually greeted with sets of tiny and not so tiny anymore feet  
of happy kids who claim to have had a good sleep!!  

The next person gets into the shower to start their day.  
Now the time for the other kid to get up open their door  
and you are greeted with the best smiles and morning hugs!  

Down we all go for breakfast.  
Usually the same thing is requested.  

Raisin toast.  
"I'm going to turn into raisin toast" said with the small laugh and a huge dance. 
And "pampakes"!!!!  

So breakfast is made the coffee is put on, the kettle for tea.  
The whole morning routine goes as it always does.  

Packed up and off to daycare, school and work.  
The "I loves you" and squishes and kisses and off to work we go also.  
A two job household with jobs in fields that support those  

in the world of mental health and special needs,  
jobs that require giving of yourself.  
Jobs that allow those three kids to have food on the table,  

a roof over their heads, bills paid,  
trips for the family and everything in between.  

We are a family of two adults and three kids.  
We go to church on Sunday,  
family dinner every night  

where we laugh and joke and talk about the day.  
Can we have just one more time for a bit of tv time  
but mostly we play and paint, read books, laugh, cry, hug,  

make a mess and everything and anything.  
Our time is spent hanging out as a family.  
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Our house is full of love and squishes and kisses.  
Always someone there when a bad dreams creeps in at night  

or one kid happens to get sick.  
Someone is there to clean up the mess and snuggle  

until you are ready to sleep again.  
Someone is there to pick you up from daycare or school  
and hear about your adventures that day  

(hoping for a little marker or mud on your clothes so we know you had fun). 
Making dinner together or any meal really, bath and bedtime.  
Always time for a story or two.  

This is how we go about our days and lives.  
We sound like any other household.  

Yes there are moments of tears and hardships  
moments that could even break your heart  
but we manage and always make it through.  

We teach kindness, forgiveness, respect, and love.  
We support each other and embrace who we are.  
We teach that faith is important and we give thanks for what we have,  

how far we have come and how far we need to go.  
We recognize the amazing opportunities we have been given.  

We don't take any situation or any person for granted.  
We teach that Jesus has a birthday.  
The difference is we are a family of two mums.  

My kids have a mummy and a mama.  
And to them it's nothing other than two parents who love them unconditionally.  

It's two parents to play with, eat with, spend time with.  
It's two parents who are there no matter what.  
Now please tell me how this family is going to ruin family values?  

How my family is destroying what it means to be a family?  
How are we any different than anyone else?  
Now with that how do we deserve to be treated as second class citizens?  

And have to worry about how our children will be perceived and treated.  
All I want for my children is what any parent wants for them: 

to grow up happy healthy loved and to strive to be whatever they choose.  
Sincerely,  
my loving family. 

 
A Prayer for PRIDE 
Constant Friend, because 

People of every sexual orientation, gender expression, and gender identity have 
the right to live with dignity and without persecution or discrimination, we 
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Remember in our prayers: 
LGBTQ+ people of Chechnya, Uganda, Zambia, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and elsewhere 

who have been murdered and tortured because of who they are. We remember 
them and the people who love them. 

LGBTQ+ refugees from around the world seeking safety and sanctuary. We 
remember them and the people who welcome them. 
Trans and gender-diverse people in Canada, the United States, Brazil, and 

elsewhere, who are targeted victims of hate crimes and assaults. We remember 
them and the people who love them. 
LGBTQ+ people whose dignity and self-esteem have been eroded by hateful 

systems and structures. We remember them and seek to be people who love more 
fully. 

Individually, we each uniquely reflect your glory and express your love, but anti-
gay violence, homophobia, and transphobia have blocked many from recognizing 
your beauty in all people. All of creation suffers from the effects of such hate, fear, 

and violence. 
Daily, may we dedicate ourselves to building bridges of love and hope where 
harmful divisions have been made, making equity and equality for all people our 

goal, while working continually for justice, so that 
Everyone can live fully in your love. Amen. 

 
Song of Response “We Are A Rainbow” 
    By Living Skies Regional Council Virtual Choir 

(152) We Are A Rainbow | Living Skies Regional Council Virtual Choir - YouTube 
 

The Life & Work of Our Church Community 
 As we continue to work toward just responses to the mounting grief of news, 
may we also seize opportunities to express solidarity, for all God’s people.  One of 

those opportunities is happening tomorrow evening, June 14, at a candlelight vigil 
in remembrance of the victims of the London attack on the Afzaal family, and by 
extension all of our Muslim siblings here in Canada and around the world.  The 

candlelight vigil will also mourn and stand in solidarity with the victims of the 
Canadian Residential School system that sought the genocide of Indigenous 

Peoples, and the victims of the war and hatred fueling violence in the Middle East.  
Close to home and far away, these are members of God’s global community, and 
therefore they are connected to our lives and our community.  May we respond 

faithfully, to resist anything but peace.   
  
Offering  

Invitation  
Song of Thanksgiving    “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” (VU 537) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&fbclid=IwAR0ueCZ9l2brW_ActJceS7Q0meTMrKDHnlqPYuLQeAWBIVePfRLxVC9QfJ4&v=Xvy_MX0YkFQ&feature=youtu.be
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Prayer 
Generous God, for your purposes, for your people, 

here in Beamsville and around the world, 
we offer our gifts and our lives for your reign of Love.  Amen. 

 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

Yesterday I had the privilege of leading the immediate family of our beloved 

Arthur Habisreutinger in an outdoor memorial service.  It was very hard to be there 
without the physical presence of our church family, but it was also a distinct 
blessing to be gathered in the distanced but still intimate space of mourning 

together.  As I said then in my reflection on Saint Arthur: “If ever we’ve known a 
time in our collective lifetimes, of being asked to re-evaluate and cherish more 

deeply the relationships in our lives, it is now.  Being apart from so many for so 
long calls forth a new appreciation of what it means to be together.  The death of a 
loved one during this time is particularly hard to bear, but it also calls forth 

profound trust that, even in our physical absence from one another, we are bound 
together by love and relationship.  Time and untouchable presence cannot alter 
that.” 

In time, we will be together again.  Until that time, may we continue to hold 
one another in compassionate prayer.  For the grieving we know and those we do 

not; for needs we know and those we do not, let us come before God in prayer, 
together: 
 Today’s Prayers for Ourselves and Others are adapted from a powerful 

prayer by Eliot, as posted at ‘Prayers of the People for Pride Sunday’.  Let us pray: 
 

God of this vast and diverse Creation, 
You reveal yourself to us in every colour of the rainbow. 
From your covenant with Noah to the rainbow around your throne in Revelation, 

you have spoken to us across all spectrums, in all colours, 
and we are grateful that we can see you in so many places. 
In the beginning you made the heavens and the earth and everything between. 

You have known us since before we were born,  
that we were consecrated and purposed for the life that You gave us, 

and You blessed us with hearts that love and souls  
that yearn for connection with one another. 
In Your Great wisdom, You created and are creating  

peoples and cultures with genders as diverse as Your rainbow. 
In Your Goodness You included all these people in Your Stories, 
as markers for the paths of our own story. 

Thank You for the eunuchs, the misfits, the strangers in strange lands. 
In the person of Jesus Christ, You came to us and did not discriminate. 
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Jesus, give us the strength to follow Your example. 
Help us to leave our safe places in pursuit of justice and a more colourful world. 

Give us the compassion to help and hold others, 
regardless of their names, faces, gender identity, sexuality, or social class. 

Give us Your passion, and do not let us stand aside  
when our friends and family misspeak, by omission or from hardened hearts. 
May Your Spirit sustain and inspire all of us on those journeys  

to more authentic selves. 
We acknowledge our role in the subjugation of members of our family, 
your cherished children, O God. 

We pray for reconciliation. We pray for truth.   
We pray for healing, in all of its complex manifestations. 

We pray for the questioning, the quiet and the quelled;  
for all those who have ever been on the outside looking in. 
Be with them. Comfort them. Draw them near to You, leader and great Spirit. 

Be with us all as we rise on the wings of dawn. 
Be with us as we wander to the far side of the sea. 
Hold and sustain us in the sunshine and the rain. 

May we always remember You in rainbows.  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn  “Go, Make a Difference” (More Voices 209) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 

This morning we have lit a rainbow of candles:   

Red for life in all its forms, 

Orange for healing, 

Yellow for sunlight and all kinds of light, 

Green for nature in all its diversity, 

Blue for harmony, and 

Purple for the Spirit which guides us all. 

 

We are called to practice this rainbow of colours in our lives - in the conversations 

and interactions in our lives at home, at work, and at play - as we go out into our 

community and the world to share the message that God’s love is for everyone!   

Let us go to live in that holy peace and promise!  Amen.  

 

Sung Blessing  "Come O Spirit Dwell Among Us"  
(Voices United 198, verse 1)  

 
Postlude                  
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Used with Permission & Gratitude: 
 
Prayer following the Message - by Alydia Smith for Pride month, as posted at 

PRIDE Prayer | The United Church of Canada (united-church.ca) 

 

Segments of today’s worship service have been adapted from a service created by 

Linda Hutchinson. Linda is the Eastern Canada Affirming Ministries Coordinator for 

Affirm United’s Affirming Ministries Program, and an active member of Sydenham 

Street United Church in Kingston, Ont. She and her partner, Bruce, are advocates 

for celebrating the presence of the LGBTQ community in the life and work of the 

United Church and society. 

 

Prayers for Ourselves & Others – adapted from a prayer by Eliot as posted at 

Prayers of the People for Pride Sunday | Gender Bandit 

 
 

https://united-church.ca/prayers/pride-prayer
http://affirmunited.ause.ca/affirming-ministries-program/
https://genderbandit.com/prayers-of-the-people-for-pride-sunday/#:~:text=Today%2C%20on%20Pride%20Sunday%2C%20we%20remember%20all%20of,our%20transgender%20siblings%2C%20be%20they%20binary%20or%20non-binary.

