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“How to make a dream come true:  
Don't focus on the dream, or it will always remain a dream.  

Instead, focus on the first action you can take  
to bring that dream a little closer.  Then take it.   
Now focus on the next action, and take that.”  

(Richard Wagamese, Embers, 132) 
 



Gathering Music                                             Andrew Poaps, Music Director 
 

Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
 Good morning! And a very happy welcome to you all, this beautiful Sunday 
morning in June.  My calendar, and probably yours, too, reminds me that this third 
Sunday in June is marked as Father’s Day, and so of course I want to wish a very 
Happy Father’s Day to all the dads in my life, in our congregation, and wherever 
you find yourself this morning.  If we are privileged to know or have known good 
fathers and father-figures in our lives, then we are wise to say thank you and 
extend very heartfelt love – today and every day. 
 Today is also the day that my United Church of Canada calendar reminds me 
this Sunday closest to June 21st is celebrated and honoured as Indigenous Day of 
Prayer.  For communities like ours, as non-Indigenous people in a settler 
community and church, it is important for us to note that today is not a day for 
seeking to be something we are not.  It is about giving thanks for and praying 
alongside our Indigenous siblings.  It is about grounding ourselves in God’s truth of 
what has happened throughout history, what is now, and what can still be, as we 

pursue right relations with all God’s people.  May this time of worship bring us 
closer to the sacred understanding of who we are and whose we are, all together.   
 As we prepare to worship this morning, I’m so pleased to give you a little 
glimpse of some of the youngest but maybe fastest growing members of our faith 
family.  Lighting the Christ candle this morning are 6-month-old brothers Samuel 
and Jasper, with their incredible mom Katelyn and their grandfather Owen, 
Grandpa (aka Grumpa) Romagnoli.  Let us prepare our hearts and minds for 
worship. 



3 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle  
 
Call to Worship  (adapted from Psalm 62) 
Be still my soul and wait for God: from God comes my salvation. 
God alone is my rock; I shall never be shaken. 
On God rests our deliverance and our honour. 
My mighty rock, my refuge, my strength is in God. 
Trust in God at all times, O people. 
In love, we pour out our hearts before the Lord our God. 
 
Opening Hymn          “Praise with Joy the World’s Creator” (Voices United 312) 

 
Opening Prayer: 
Holy One, you are our rock,  

a foundation upon which we stand.  

Fill our hearts now with joy at your deep, abiding presence. 

Encourage us by the teachings of Christ to live 

with care and compassion for self, friend, and neighbour. 

Bless us now as we reflect on our relations 

with Indigenous peoples - our kin -  

as diverse yet united peoples. Amen. 

An Introduction to Indigenous Day of Prayer 
 
 Here we are, on this Indigenous Day of Prayer, as celebrated and honoured 
in The United Church of Canada, on the Sunday closest to June 21, National 
Indigenous Peoples Day.  For predominantly white, and settler communities like 
ours, today is a day set aside to celebrate and give thanks for the gift of being 
neighbours with Indigenous peoples.  It is a day for lifting up connections we may 
have with Indigenous communities, either as family or friends.  As United Church 
minister Read Sherman notes, it’s quite possible that in our local neighbourhood, 
town, or city there are many Indigenous people we haven’t yet had the chance to 
meet. Read says, “For so long, many of our congregations have been oriented 

around other communities―especially the dominant, often White, Eurocentric 
communities who came to these shores as Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
Congregationalists. For so long, many of us have only gotten to know Indigenous 
peoples we’ve met on television news or in the movies, leaving our heads 
swimming in often narrow and negative stereotypes of who “they” are rather than 
the truth: quite simply, Indigenous peoples, like all people, are our neighbours.” 
 In that spirit and truth, let us move through a litany together – a prayer 
written by Read Sherman, inviting us to acknowledge our kinship.   
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Acknowledging Our Kinship 
Creator, we come together today as diverse, united peoples  

to give thanks to you, Maker of Heaven and Earth. 

We come to listen, to learn, to sing and pray,  

to consider our place in the order of things  

you have created and are creating. 

It is right and good to give thanks for the land on which we stand,  

for this is wisdom we learn from Indigenous peoples of this land 

―that we are one with the earth, its waters, air, animals, and plants. 

Such wisdom, our interdependence with all life,  

is something too easy to forget in our busy lives!  

It is a gift and a challenge to us to remember. 

And so we take time to acknowledge the lands on which we now live.  

Many of us have come from other places, arriving from distant shores, 

our families arriving years ago or some of us more recently.  

When settlers came, they were met by others who were already here, 

already knew these lands, already lived rich and full lives  

based on ancient and proud cultures. 

O God, as we acknowledge the peoples who have lived on  

and stewarded these lands since time immemorial,  

and their continued claims to the land,  

help us to become neighbours that we might live together in better ways. 

For we are all kin in Christ, “All My Relations,”  

with each other and this earth, its waters, air, animals, and plants. 

Amen. 
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory       Rosemary Addison 
 
Hymn    “Called by Earth and Sky” (More Voices 135) 
 
Growing Together ‘Living on the land’ 
 

*A note for all who are reading along:  This morning’s time together was pre-
captured on video, in the quiet space just after dawn, from the place my family and 
I get to call our front porch.  It is a segment that gives a little tour, of sorts, to 
focus on the privileged space in which we’re nestled, between the home my 
grandparents built in 1940 and my parents’ home to the south of us, where they’ve 
been for 51 years.  This road, this land, the farm still farmed by a descendant of 
the “first Weaver”, my great-great-great-grandfather Nicholas, has been part of our 



5 
 

family story for 180 years, and so we treasure it, deeply.  We are also likely prone 
to forget the Indigenous peoples who treasured and cared for this land, for 
thousands of years before the Weavers and their descendants ever came to this 
place.  This Indigenous Day of Prayer, with the sacred sounds of the birds in the 
background, and the neighbour’s donkey braying with joyful abandon, may I look 
across these fields and see not just the land that my family has worked, but the 
land that thrived in the careful tending of Indigenous siblings, for time beyond my 
understanding.  May I tend and honour this land with renewed and growing 
gratitude for the sacred connection it holds for Indigenous peoples of this continent 
and world, as they see and know our singular, love-filled Creator in every breath, 
every sound, every bud, and every season. 

 
Hymn   “Like a Rock” (More Voices 92) 
 
Scripture  Matthew 22: 34-40 (The Inclusive Bible)      Sandra Romagnoli 
 
 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, 
they gathered together, and one of them, an expert on the Law, attempted to trick 
Jesus with this question:  “Teacher, which commandment of the Law is the 
greatest?” 
 Jesus answered: 
 ‘You must love the Most High God 
 with all your heart, 
 with all your soul and 
 with all your mind.’ 
 “That is the greatest and first commandment.  The second is like it:  ‘You 
must love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two commandments the whole 
Law is based – and the Prophets as well.” 
  
Message  “Because God moved into the neighbourhood…” 
 
 It is hard to think of a top-ten list of recognized and quoted words of Jesus 
that would not include these five simple words:  “love your neighbour as yourself”.  

Its phrasing may not quite match the frequency of the oft-quoted ‘Golden Rule’ of 
‘do unto others as you would have them do unto you’, but it isn’t far off.  Love your 
neighbour as yourself.  Do not separate your neighbours’ needs from your own.  
Understand yourselves to be individuals, but do not mistakenly think that your 
lives, your dreams, your achievements and your pains, are disconnected.  As Jesus 
interwove them, in his teaching and in all his living and his dying, loving God, with 
all our heart, our soul, our mind, is fundamentally linked to loving your neighbour.  
They are reflected in one another.  They are made manifest in one another.   
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 Where the words of Jesus are often left short and omitted from top-ten 
expressions of daily life practice, is in the expanse of that word neighbour.  
Neighbour to Jesus was not the family next door, or the folks on your street, or 
even those with the same postal code or mayor.  Jesus used and still uses the word 
neighbour in the context of global community.  Your neighbour is the one before 
you, wherever you may find yourself.  Whether or not they are within sightlines of 
your porch or back fence, your neighbour is the one who shares this sacred earth 
with you.  Because, in the beautiful translation from The Message of John Chapter 
1, in Jesus, God moved into the neighbourhood.  Jesus, dwelling among humanity, 
was and is about God’s choice to be in our neighbourhood, in every way.  There’s 
nowhere that God is not, in the interest of our lives.  There’s no one for whom God 

does not offer the haven of neighbourhood.   
And so it was entirely in this reconfigured, expanded, God-honouring image 

and practice of neighbourhood that, in the lead up to today, I found myself turning 
to various writings by Richard Wagamese.  You may know his name and his work.  
If not yet, I pray that you will.  Richard Wagamese died too soon, with so much 
wisdom left to share:  from his life journey as an Indigenous man in Canada; from 
his literary journey as one finding and using his voice; and from his complicated 
journey, trying to find peace and truth in the generational aftermath of Indigenous 
life amid settler policies.  I turn to Richard Wagamese for his extraordinary sharing 
of language in all its beauty; and also for his poetry and prose reminders that he 
lived his life, he ran away from traumas in his life, in spaces that we call home.  His 
story is poignant reminder that Indigenous women, men, and children are not 
strangers of some faraway place.  In his poem ‘Runaway Dreams”, for example, he 
says,  

I ran away the first time when I was fourteen 
sleeping in the cab of a rusted old Chev pickup 
in an orchard outside of Beamsville 
and waking to a morning purple as an old bruise 
hungry, cold, lonely as a whipped pup 
knowing I had to go back 
but wishing strenuously 
otherwise 

He speaks of “rinsing St. Catharines from his feet”; of repeatedly running from the 
adoptive home where “they tried…to discipline the Indian right out of me”.  We 
need no more plain evidence that his story is interwoven with our own.  His 
peoples’ justice and peace are interwoven with us all.   

I also turn to Richard Wagamese for pieces like his wisdom on making a 
dream come true, where he urges his listeners not to “focus on the dream, or it will 
always remain a dream. Instead, focus on the first action you can take to bring that 
dream a little closer.  Then take it.  Now focus on the next action, and take that.”  
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(Richard Wagamese, Embers, 132).  The dream of justice and peace for all may 
seem daunting or unattainable.  The actions are not out of our reach.   
 Perhaps your starting action – your starting place, for today and then for as 
many tomorrows as it takes – is to commit to learn; to listen and to hear, even and 
especially the most-breaking stories, so that we might all come together, as a 
sacred neighbourhood to respond, and to create safe, honouring space where 
Indigenous peoples can thrive once more on this land.   
 Perhaps you could invest yourself in the website called simply ‘The Children 
Remembered’.  Created and held by The United Church of Canada Archives, The 
Children Remembered is a difficult but necessary journey to see faces behind the 
numbers of the Residential School system.  It is truth-telling, in photos and stories, 

of schools operated by The United Church of Canada and their founding 
denominations.   
 Or perhaps you could invest yourself in a page hosted by a youth and 
children’s ministry initiative, called, ‘Jesus, Glue and Glitter’.  There you will find a 
comprehensive, wise, and family-friendly compilation of resources for today, under 
their tab Indigenous Day of Prayer – Jesus, Glue and Glitter (wordpress.com).  
There, they name plainly how hard it can be to know what to do or where to start.  
There they name plainly that “Many of our United Churches are settler churches, 
and this blog post was created by white settlers. We want to honour and celebrate 
our Indigenous siblings, and the Indigenous church, on June 20th–the Indigenous 
Day of Prayer–but we need to do so with sensitivity and respect. So, what are 
some all-ages activities settler faith communities can do to celebrate? Here are a 
few suggestions from two white-settlers to you.”  Those suggestions include 
everything from ‘Discovering whose land you are a guest on’ (using the interactive 
map at native-land.ca); advocating for the investigation of former residential 
schools for unmarked graves; celebrating Indigenous Creators, musicians, writers, 
performers, and artist; starting to prepare now for Orange Shirt Day, September 
20th of each year; and supporting Indigenous Issues, seeking out news sources 
from an Indigenous perspective.  Last but not least, it is never too late to urge our 
federal government to fulfill every step toward the adoption of Bill C-15, The UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.   
 Through it all, may we hear and live the journey toward Indigenous rights 

and justice as not just a human dream, but God’s dream.  May we focus on what 
can be, and what God can bring, through us; through our first actions and then our 
next, and then our next.  May we dream about the neighbourhood that God calls us 
to build and be; and may we take every action we can to bring it into reality.  May 
we find ourselves sitting beside Jesus, on the steps of our front porch, asking him 
where we might go from here, to seek justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
our God… and may we hear him respond:  ‘Love God, with all your heart, with all 
your soul and with all your mind.  Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

https://thechildrenremembered.ca/
https://thechildrenremembered.ca/
https://jesusglueandglitter.wordpress.com/2021/06/15/indigenous-day-of-prayer/


8 
 

Offering  
Invitation  

 Video   (172) Whole Life Ministry - YouTube 
Song of Thanksgiving    “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” (VU 537) 
Prayer 

 
Anthem  “You Raise Me Up”  

(Brendan Graham & Rolf Lovland; arr. Roger Emerson) 
Melanie Hugill, Christabel Pinto, Andrew Poaps 

 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 

 
For today’s focus on the Life & Work of our faith family, I want to (literally) copy 
and paste a message that you may have received via email, this past Wednesday.  
Amid all the life and work that we might share these weeks and months, this call to 
learning and action is one of the most critical we might hold together. 
 
A Message from the Outreach and Social Justice Working Group 

  

In May, 2021, the Outreach and Social Justice Working Group (OSJWG) made the 

decision to spend the summer becoming more educated about the realities with 

which Indigenous people continue to live. 

Little did we know at that time what horrendous news would come to us in early 

June when 215 graves were discovered at the Kamloops Indian Residential School 

in B.C. This news shook us to the core. Our motivation to educate ourselves 

concerning injustice to Indigenous people intensified further. 

 

The mandate of the OSJWG is to raise awareness of social justice by means of 

study, education, and advocacy. 

 

OSJWG is inviting you to consider taking part in studying the issue of social justice 

in the lives of Indigenous people. 

  

The following sites are offering webinars and workshops:  

Horseshoe Falls Regional Council of the United Church:https://hfrcucc.ca/ 

Summer Series on Anti-Racism-Summer 2021 on YouTube  

Kairos Teaching Circles (T&SC) www.kairoscanada.org/kbe-tsc-events/what-we-

do/indigenous-rights 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guFiURJAUCQ
https://trinitybeamsville.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9c19d131cc4a80cee70edb26&id=c32ba146bb&e=025074011e
http://www.kairoscanada.org/kbe-tsc-events/what-we-do/indigenous-rights
http://www.kairoscanada.org/kbe-tsc-events/what-we-do/indigenous-rights


9 
 

  

Here are some of the books that the members of OSJWG will be reading and 

discussing this summer:  

• Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to 
Action 

• Indigenous Relations – Bob Joseph 
• The Reconciliation Manifesto- Arthur Manuel & Grand Chief Ronald 

Derrickson 
• Five Little Indians by Michelle Good 
• Starlight – Richard Wagamese 
• The Inconvenient Indian- Thomas King 
• All our Relations – Tanya Talaga 

  
We hope that you will consider taking part in this educative journey. We are also 
hopeful that there may opportunities for discussions either virtually, or, in person, 
once the pandemic isolation is lifted. Please contact any members of OSJWG if you 
have any questions: Katharine Anderson, Judy Bowman, Pat Zulik, Brenda Otawa, 
Fern Otawa, Rosemary Addison 
  
Blessings to you all from OSJWG. 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 
O God, we come together as a human family, blessed to be alive, blessed to be on 

this land, blessed to have neighbours as diverse as your creation. You surround us 

with air we breathe, water we drink, all manner of living plants and animals that 

delight us and sustain us. Thank you, Creator, for all you provide. We take a 

moment in silence to ponder the blessings you give us―of family, friends, places to 

call home, the food we eat, the web of life in which we with all creatures live, 

move, and have our being. Hear us as we give thanks… 

O God, we thank you for Indigenous neighbours and friends this day. And yet we 

lament, too. We lament that historic and contemporary racism continues to mar our 

relations. We lament the church’s role as beneficiaries of an economic and 

governance system that privileges settler peoples at the expense of the First 

Peoples of this land. We lament apathy in the face of the need for change, change 

that recognizes the sovereignty of the First Peoples and recognizes at long last, in 

ways that make a difference, the sacredness of the land and the need for all of us 

to walk humbly upon it. 
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O God, for the witness of strength, caring, and love of Indigenous peoples, and for 

the struggle for what is just and right, open our hearts this day. Encourage us to 

listen more, speak less, participate in the movements for change that will bring us 

together in good and respectful ways. Encourage us to make friends, get to know 

someone’s story, and share our stories too, without fear, for in Christ we know we 

are all kin, relatives, with you and with each other and with all living and non-living 

things. 

Hear us now as we pray for those hurting and in pain in all our communities: 

• For anyone worn down by systemic racism, including by government and by 
the church, that White people and those with power will change their 
thinking and how they live so justice will finally come. 

• For anyone suffering the injustice of racial profiling, ending up involved with 
the law and incarcerated in prisons at a higher rate than other populations, 
that policing will change so justice will finally come. 

• For survivors of residential schools, and their families that continue to live 
with that legacy, that justice will finally come. 

• For people living on reserves with shortages of funds for decent housing, 
water, water treatment, schools, and other community infrastructure, that 
justice will finally come. 

• For Indigenous neighbours living in urban areas, facing the challenges of 
prejudice and discrimination, for those living with PTSD and addiction, that 
justice will finally come. 

• For Indigenous women and girls, facing the two evils of racism and sexism, 
that their lives and bodies will be respected as sacred, that justice might 
finally come. 

• For those Indigenous women and girls who are among the thousands of 
murdered and missing, for them and their families, our lament at the shame 
of what has happened and our pledge to advocate for their safety, that 
justice will finally come. 

• For the air, that all might breathe it clean and free, that justice might finally 
come.  

• For the waters―marshlands, lakes, rivers, streams. For the great seas and 

oceans. That they might be protected for the benefit of seven generations 
hence, that justice will finally come. 

• For the lands, forests, grass, and farmlands. For the prairies, foothills, and 
mountains. For their beauty, for the life that teems within, upon, and over 
them, for the reprioritization of the health of ecosystems over profit, so 
justice will finally come. 

• For the animals, birds, fish, and life of all kinds whose viability is being 
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threatened by unsustainable human activity, that their lives will begin to 
count so that justice will finally come. 

All this, as well as the prayers of our hearts, O God, we lift up to you. Hear our 

celebrations as we claim anew our kinship with you and with all our relations. Hear 

our laments, and grow our hearts full of compassion for self and other as we leave 

this place to be a better friend and neighbour to all. We pray in the name of 

Creator, who is Mother and Father of us all. We pray as well in the Spirit of Christ, 

whose words continue to guide our lives today as we say together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “As a Fire Is Meant for Burning” (Voices United 578) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 
As God’s united yet diverse peoples,  

we go to become neighbours to each other and to the earth. 

For in Christ, we are all kin.  

We are called to be neighbours, to share generously with each other. 

As we learn more, respect more, love more, we all can gain, not lose! 

God as Creator will be our rock. Christ and Spirit will be our guides. 

Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 
Sung Blessing  "Come O Spirit Dwell Among Us"  

(Voices United 198, verse 1)  
 
Postlude                                        





Used with Permission & Gratitude: 
Today’s service is adapted from “Being a Good Neighbour: Indigenous Day of 

Prayer 2021”, a service written by Read Sherman.  Read is Minister of Trinity 

United Church in Montreal and participates in right relations work in Conseil 

régional Nakonha:ka Regional Council. 

 


