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“With the whole church  

We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 

Befriended by Christ, 

Empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 

We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 

Planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

With all creation 

We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

The unfolding purposes of God, 

Forever at work in ourselves and the world.” 

(The Iona Community, Daily Act of Prayer) 

 




Gathering Music                                             Andrew Poaps, Music Director 
 

Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
 
 Good morning to you all, and welcome to this precious time of worship, 
coming to you from the sanctuary of Trinity United Church in Beamsville.  My name 
is Heather Weaver-Orosz, and on behalf of the entire faith family that I serve here 
as Minister, it is both joy and gift to invite you deeper into God’s presence, as we 
are privileged to know it in this sanctuary.   
 Joy and gift are rather apropos to describe today’s service, as we find 
ourselves in the third week of our slowed-down, summer-paced look at Psalm 95 
and its invitation to praise God.  With perfect timing and love-filled illustration of 
praise, we are also celebrating the sacrament of Baptism this morning – the first 
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time we have done so in well over a year and a half.  It is time, and our hearts will 
beat in time with God’s overflowing love for the young lives in which we rejoice.   
 I will say more about the Baptism as we come closer to that point in the 
service, as we’re doing things differently than we have before, but then again so 
much of our lives is described that way right now.  What has not changed, at all, is 
the receiver of our praise; the source of our truest love; the author of our joys and 
gifts.  Let us prepare to worship God, in this spirit of praise and adoration. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle            
 
Call to Worship  (from Psalm 95) 

 
The psalmist calls us to join in the praise: 
to sing with joy, to raise a shout, to gather with thanksgiving. 
Creation itself calls us to join in the praise: 
to lift our eyes to the magnificence of the mountains, 
to marvel at the power of the seas, the beauty of the land. 
All of life calls us to come before God in worship: 
to name the author and perfector of our being; 
the shepherd who cares and adores; 
the God of our lives, who stays with us in each moment, 
each new morning, breaking open with hope-filled Love. 
Let us praise, indeed.   
 
Opening Hymn  “Morning Has Broken” (Voices United 409) 

 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory       Rosemary Addison 
  
Opening Prayer 
Holy One, Holy Three, Holy Love beyond our imagining, 
in your presence we gather. 
In your faithful wisdom, poured out, generation on generation, 
we come to be nurtured and transformed. 

In your abiding patience, holding us across time  
and any error of our ways, 
we come to be sustained and renewed. 
Holy One, Holy Three, Holy Love beyond our imagining, 
in your presence we gather. 
By your grace and mercy, we are restored.  
  
The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right) 
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And now, as children turn to a mother who watches over them, 
O God we turn to you with the words Jesus gave to us, praying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Song of Response “Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New” 
    (More Voices 115) 
 
Growing Together ‘More Siblings Than You Can Count!’ 
 
 How about we start this morning with a very simple question:  how many 
siblings do you have?  Do you have 1 or 2, maybe 3?  My father-in-law had 8 
siblings, and my mother had 5.  My grandfather had 9.  My grandmother 
technically didn’t have any brothers and sisters… she was what the world likes to 
call an “only child” – but what if we said that God said she wasn’t at all?  Am I just 
making up family for her so she doesn’t feel all alone? 
 Sort of, but not really. 
 What if I said to you that you have more siblings than you can count?  I’m 
not making up stories about your family, honest.  What I’m trying to say, and what 
I think God wants us to see, is that the entire earth is made up of our siblings, 
even if we haven’t met them yet.  I think that God wants us to see, and Jesus gave 
us words to say, that the people all around us are just like the people we call our 
family:  they are to be treated like our sibilings, in all the best ways. 
 What does that mean, if we look at the whole world as full of our siblings?  
Does it change the way we look at people?  The way we treat them, do everything 
we can to love and protect them, to stand up for them, to remember that there’s 
so much that we share in common?  I think it could change a whole lot about the 
way this world works, if we start to see everyone as a sibling.  That’s what I hope, 

anyway. 
 Okay, so I have one more question for you today – or I suppose it’s more of 
a celebration.  What if I said to you that you now have twin brothers as part of 
your family?  That’s pretty awesome news!  It’s also totally true.  There are twin 
brothers named Samuel and Jasper, who happen to be 7 months old today, and 
they are part of our Trinity family, and part of your long and wonderful list of 
siblings.  Even better, today, you’re going to be introduced to them in a whole new 
way, as we celebrate their Baptism.  That’s going to be in a just a little bit here in 
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the service, but for now, we can celebrate that you have a life overflowing with 
siblings… like Samuel, Jasper, and me, and anyone else you can name.  Together, 
we are all God’s children, precious and loved, no matter what.   
 So, here’s to our enormous global family, and here’s to the gift of praying 
together, for the entire, enormous family. 
 This is a repeat after me prayer… 
 
Hymn   “Praise God for This Holy Ground” (More Voices 42) 
  
Hearing the Text Psalm 95: 1-7 (The Inclusive Bible) 
 

 Let us praise God for this holy ground, indeed, and for this holy time of 
summer’s pace, gifting us with spiritual space to enter more deeply into reflection 
and wisdom.  Today, on this third of three consecutive considerations of Psalm 
95:1-7, we’re going to hear the text from the translation offered by The Inclusive 
Bible.  It is a translation that, for my ears, exudes awe and joy, with the language 
of celebration and wonder.  It is a translation that seems to move effortlessly 
across time and space, reminding us that, in any circumstance, we are shepherded 
by our Maker, who sees us through every moment. 
 Let us drink in this hope-filled word, hearing again Psalm 95: 1-7: 
 
Come, let us sing joyfully to God! 
Raise a shout to our rock, our deliverance! 
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving, 
and sing our praises with joy. 
For YHWH is a great God, 
the great Ruler, above all gods. 
O God, in your hands are the depths of the earth, 
and the mountain peaks are yours. 
Yours is the sea, for you made it, 
the dry land as well, for your hands formed it. 
Come, let us bow down in worship; 
let us kneel before YHWH, our Maker. 

For you are our God, 
and we are the people you shepherd, 
the flock under your care. 
 
This is God’s life-giving Word, fresh for us this day! 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
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Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism 

Introduction & Photo Memories 

 You may remember that two weeks ago, when we began this summer series 
with its three-part movement built on the principles of Lectio Divina, I said that on 
the third week, I would offer a sermon, for a bit more sermon-ish of an offering on 
some of what the text might say to us today.  That is still the plan for the next two 
cycles of the summer series, but I’m so pleased to tell you that plans have changed 
for today… even as the original intention remains the same and will have living 
expression such that no sermon could hope to offer. 
 What do I mean by that? 
 Well, it’s a little while ago now that I was approached by Katelyn Romagnoli 
and Drew Neufeld, inquiring about Baptism for their twin boys, Samuel and Jasper.  
Of course, my heart wanted to offer an immediate yes, but as Katelyn and Drew 
understood and named even in their asking, our tradition values and emphasizes 
the role of the faith community sharing in this beautiful sacrament.  In a word, we 
don’t offer “private” baptisms, and yet in these many months without in-person 
worship, and still ongoing limits to how many could even be here to share in the 
service, upholding that public piece of the liturgy was going to be very challenging 
for a while, unless… we thought creatively and found a way to honour the vital 
elements of Baptism while not letting the fleeting time of Samuel and Jasper’s early 
months slip away.   
 The suggested solution, to which our Worship and Council leaders said yes, 
is what we’re about to share:  an outdoor Baptism, celebrated last Sunday 
afternoon, in the sanctuary of Owen & Sandra Romagnoli’s backyard.  We were 
able to keep distance, to honour the restrictions that were still in place, and to 
capture it all on video, for you to witness here today.  At the conclusion of the 
video, we will then, in live-stream, invite you to respond as you would in a typical 
Baptismal service, and to know that Katelyn and Drew welcome and receive your 
support, in this moment and long, long after. 
 First, let’s begin with a short memory video that captures some of the pre-
service moments, with some of the faces you will recognize from our 
congregational family – most notably Owen & Sandra (Granny and Grandpa), their 

eldest daughter Amy (Zia), and of course, Katelyn, Drew, Samuel and Jasper. 
 Let’s take a look…  

[photo memory video] 
  

And now, as we prepare to witness and celebrate this sacrament, let us remember 

the words of the Iona Community, who proclaim that: 
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“With the whole church  

We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 

Befriended by Christ, 

Empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 

We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 

Planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 

With all creation 

We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

The unfolding purposes of God, 

Forever at work in ourselves and the world.” 

(The Iona Community, Daily Act of Prayer) 

 
[Following this introduction, we will show the video captured on Sunday, July 11, at 
the home of Sandra & Owen Romagnoli, maternal grandparents of Samuel and 
Jasper.  At the conclusion of the video, the congregation ‘gathered’ in live stream 
or reading at home, will be invited to share together the Congregational 
Commitment, Declaration and Welcome, An Affirmation of Faith, and the Sung 
Blessing.]   
 
 

  

 
Today we celebrate the Baptisms of 

Samuel Joseph Neufeld & Jasper Matthew Neufeld, 
sons of Katelyn Romagnoli and Drew Neufeld. 

   
Welcome            
One: Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

let us celebrate and proclaim God’s gift of grace 
 given to us in the sacrament of baptism. 
ALL: There is one body and one Spirit; 
 We have one hope in Christ. 

One: There is one God, one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 
ALL: By water and the Spirit,  

we are called, claimed, and commissioned. 
 We are called God’s own, 
 and welcomed as children of God. 

We are claimed by Christ, united with Christ. 
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Scripture Mark 10: 13-16 (The Message) 
The people brought children to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. The disciples 
shooed them off. But Jesus was irate and let them know it: “Don’t push these 
children away. Don’t ever get between them and me. These children are at the 
very center of life in the kingdom. Mark this: Unless you accept God’s kingdom in 
the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in.” Then, gathering the children up in his 
arms, he laid his hands of blessing on them.  
 
Profession of Faith & Promises 
Katelyn and Drew, do you believe in God, Source of Love, 
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus,  

the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, 
and who works in us and others by the Spirit? 
 I do, by the grace of God. 
 
Trusting the gracious mercy of God and the freedom of life with Jesus,  
will you seek to resist oppression and evil,  
choose to live in love and justice, and witness to God’s love for all? 
 I will, God being my helper. 
 
Will you follow the way of Jesus, and through your words and your actions,  
join with your Christian brothers and sisters to proclaim and celebrate  
God’s presence, in your lives and in the world? 
 I will, God being my helper. 
 
In baptism, Samuel and Jasper mark an important step in their journeys of faith.  
As you come before God and this community of Christian faith,  
I ask you now: 
Will you continue to care for your sons, to pray and grow with them,  
and to share your faith, hope, and love with them? 
Will you walk with them in the Way of Jesus, and help them to take their place 
within the mission and witness of Christ’s Church?   
 I will, God being my helper. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Pouring of Water  
Gracious and Holy God, we bless you for the gift of life, and within it, the gift of 
water.  Over its unshaped promise your Spirit hovered at creation.  By water, 
comes the growth of the earth.  Through water, you led the children of Israel to 
freedom.  In the waters of the Jordan your Son Jesus was baptized.  Now may your 
Spirit be upon us and what we do, that this water may be a sign for all of new life 
in Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
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The Act of Baptism:   Samuel Joseph Neufeld 
    Jasper Matthew Neufeld 
 
Marking with the Sign of the Cross 
 
Laying on of Hands  
Samuel and Jasper, may the power of the Holy Spirit work within you, that being 
born of water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful witness to Jesus Christ, now and 
all your days.  Amen. 
 
Presentation of the Baptism Certificate, Bible, Book,  

Prayer Shawl & Candle 
 
Commitment of the Congregation    
As a baptized and baptizing people, God calls us to receive these children in Christ’s 
name, as we ourselves have been received.  
We all belong to one household of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you, the community of Trinity United Church, who witness and celebrate this 
sacrament, promise your love, support, example, and care for Samuel and Jasper, 
as they live and grow in Christ? 
 We do, by the grace of God. 
 
As a community of faith, will you support this family  
with Christian teaching and faithful prayer? 
 We will, God being our helper. 
 
Declaration and Welcome  
One: Into the household of faith,  
 we welcome Samuel and Jasper with joy and thanksgiving. 
ALL: We are members of the Body of Christ. 
 We are inheritors of God’s promise. 
 In the name of Christ, we welcome you. 

 
Affirmation of Faith:  A New Creed 
 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
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    who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 
Sung Blessing “Thy Holy Wings” (Sing the Journey 118) 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others  
 

God of life and love, of every breath and step, we thank you with all that we 
are for the gift of new life, new love, new breath, new steps.  We praise you for 
Samuel and Jasper, for Katelyn and Drew, for the blessed family that they are 
together, and that we can be, with them, on this incredible journey.  May we 
surround one another with strength, encouragement, wisdom, joy, and abiding 
patience, as we learn and grow through each day to come. 

God of life and love, of every heartache and grief, we thank you with all that 
we are for the gift of community, surrounding us in the hardest moments we know.  
We praise you for your healing touch, staying close in comfort and care for the 
countless people and places of your world, our global family, who are suffering.  
We thank you for the gift of responding in prayers of word and action, 
accompanying and supporting our Brynna, Stephen, and James, as they and all of 
Brynna’s family mourn the loss of her grandmother Arlene.  Surround them, we 
pray, with endless love and reminders of Arlene’s release from all pain, even as she 
is held forever by those who knew and loved her here.   

God of healing and renewal, we pray for communities here in our province, 
across this country, and around the world, who have known unspeakable fear, 

facing the wilds of weather and environmental change with life-altering 
consequences.  We pray for communities in recovery:  in Barrie; in countless places 
of British Columbia and northern Ontario and beyond where wildfires rage; in 
Europe’s many cities under siege of floods; in unnamed but still so precious places 
across the globe where drought threatens life.  God of new beginnings, we pray for 
a new beginning for these devastating realities, and in our everyday choices.  May 
we understand and respond with integrity, hearing the cries of the earth and the 
impacts of each of our choices in our homes, right where we are now. 
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God of infinite gifts to us, we pray for lives of praise.  May our whole selves 
be opened to all that you pour out, in generous love, with invitation and promise to 
be part of your glorious vision for the world.  May we seek justice, love kindness, 
and walk humbly, with you, for the sake of and alongside all our siblings, near and 
far.  Infuse us with the courage and care that guided your Son Jesus, in all his 
words and ways.  Call us into the places you most need us to go, this day and 
always.   

All these prayers, and all those we carry in our hearts, we offer in the name 
and in the Way of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Anthem  “Flying Free” (Don Besig & Nancy Price) 

Melanie Hugill, Andrew Poaps, Norma Weller 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 
 

I imagine you are not alone in wondering what the latest shift in provincial 
restrictions and gatherings means for our gatherings, here at the church.  Rest 
assured, we are working hard to bring life back to this building, and Council had a 
long but good meeting this past Thursday night, focused on that topic, as we have 
many times before.  There are communications being prepped and we will be 
following up with plans and dates, but for now, I invite you to mark your calendars 
with stars of anticipation for our own stages of reopening, coming very soon, with 
blessed opportunities to see one another again, in this very space and beyond.   

 
While we wait patiently as we can for those moments to arrive, we continue 

to give thanks for the live streaming that keeps us connected – and with 
communities far beyond.  Sunday, July 25th will be another ‘travelling Sunday’ for 
the Trinity Beamsville community.  While I take the weekend off to celebrate with 
Michael for our 25th Anniversary, the rest of the worship and tech team will also 
take a much-deserved break.  As we did in late May, we encourage you to 
celebrate technology that allows you to experience the gift of Christian worship 
with a different community.  We’ll be back in worship from this space on August 1, 
starting the next 3-week cycle of our summer series, considering the gift of giving 

thanks.  Thank God for rest, and new opportunities, and then coming home again.    
 

Between now and next Sunday, I also extend an invitation to attend ‘A 
Service of Justice and Peace on Global Vaccine Inequality’, live streamed from Iona 
Abbey, Monday 19th July at 4pm EDT.  As the invitation notes, while countries like 
Canada are proceeding well through our vaccine program, this is not reflected on a 
global scale.  They note that “G7 countries have purchased a third of all vaccine 
supplies, despite only being 13% of the global population.  Vaccine inequality is not 
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a new thing, however the unequal global distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine has 
only highlighted the problem further.” 

You can register for the Zoom service through this link (available on the full-
text version of today’s service, on our website), or on the Iona Abbey website: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpd-
qpqDoqG9X1iWCa3lkKeMX9TyKIuhn0 
 

You can also contribute directly to the cause of global vaccine equity, 
through the United Church of Canada’s COVID-19 Global Response Appeal, an 
emergency relief fund seeking to bring concrete support, that we would come 
together and ensure no one is left behind in this time of healing and recovery.  You 

can find the links for the fund through our website and Facebook page, or you can 
contact the office for more information on how to direct your funds through your 
offering.  However you choose to respond, may you know that your gifts, for this 
appeal and for all the ways you contribute to the work of the church, are part of 
tangible hope and transformation, for this community, and around the world.   

 
Let us prepare now to give thanks for the gifts that sustain us all together, in 

sharing our resources for God’s vision.   
   
Offering  

Invitation  
 Song of Thanksgiving    “What Can I Do?” (More Voices 191) 

Prayer 
For all your goodness God, we give you thanks. 
For friends, family, food, and the hope of equity in this, your world, 
we give you thanks. 
We give you these gifts, O God, as expressions of gratitude. 
We pray for your blessing upon them, as expressions of hope and new life. 
We give and we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn  “Let All Things Now Living” (Voices United 242) 
 

Blessing & Sending Forth   
 
Sung Blessing   “We Have Been Sent by God” 
    (Voices Together 771) 
 
Postlude                                        



 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpd-qpqDoqG9X1iWCa3lkKeMX9TyKIuhn0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpd-qpqDoqG9X1iWCa3lkKeMX9TyKIuhn0

