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Gathering Music         Karen Segrave                                         
 

Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
 Good morning and welcome to this sacred time, here with Trinity United 
Church, Beamsville.  I pray that you are well as can be, and that you know yourself 
surrounded by this community, in all that does not feel well or good.  I am grateful, 
as always, that we can come together in this way, and grateful today, too, that I 
am joined in leadership by Karen Segrave, offering her music gifts while Andrew 
takes some well-earned vacation.  Karen happens to be the mother of Brynna 
Toogood-Segrave, our Children & Youth Coordinator, and so what a treat it is to 
have Brynna here to sing this morning, in this wonderful pairing of voices.  Thank 
you both, so very much. 
 Offering thanks continues to be our theme for today, as we are now in week 
2 of 3 in this summer series cycle, and an extended consideration of Psalm 23.  
Last week we had a chance to rest in hearing some of the ways that the 23rd Psalm 
has been offered to us, and today we have the gift of hearing it lived and known in 
the ongoing story of the Burton Family.  There’s plenty more to be said and 
received, with them and through them, but for now let us receive, all over again, 
the strength and love of God, welcoming us here, preparing us for worship. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle            
 
Call to Worship  (from Psalm 23) 
There is a trust that we enact, in stepping into this space: a trust that we are not 
alone; that we are guided, accompanied, empowered, embraced. 
Your trust is right and good, and based on the wisdom of your years, 
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for here we will find confirmed what your heart has felt, 
all along the way of this journey: 
God’s Love is here, to restore you. God’s Love is wherever you are, to sustain you. 
God’s Love is defining this place, our lives, our wonderings, forever. 
How good it is, to worship together, in this space of the heart. 
 
Opening Hymn  “Praise My Soul the God of Heaven” (Voices United 240)  

 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory                   Brenda & Fern Otawa 

  
Opening Prayer 
Generous God and Giver of all things, we gather and we rest  

in your loving and tender care. 

We are revived, restored, and renewed by your strength and encouragement.  

As we gather in worship this day, we remember that, in all days and all ways,  

you go before us in life, leading us in pathways that are secure  

without the confusion of becoming lost,  

aware only that we always need to follow you;  

and so we trust in your guidance and wisdom. 

Grace-Giving God, you provide us with the tools we need for the tasks we face,  

and for this we give you our trust and our thanks. 

Life-Giving God, you put out the welcome mat for us as we gather to worship you. 

You nourish our souls and bodies through your goodness and tender mercies. 

You heal our life’s wounds; and your generous love fills us to overflowing.  

You give us an honoured place at your table  

and invite us to stay with you as your guest forever.  

You have promised that your unfailing love will stay with us always,  

and for this, we give you our thanks.  

  
The Lord’s Prayer (sung, Voices United 960) 
And now, as children turn to a mother who watches over them, 
O God we turn to you with the words Jesus gave to us, singing: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:   
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (Voices United 288) 
   
Growing Together ‘A Shelf Full of Gratitude’ 
 Hello there, wonderful ones, and welcome back to worship together. 
For today’s chat, I’m wondering if you watched any of the Olympics these past 
couple of weeks?  Do you have any favourite sports or events?  What about a 
favourite athlete?  They’ve all been so amazing to watch, whether or not they get a 
medal and all kinds of camera time. 
 Have you seen any of the interviews that the athletes offer, after their 

events?  Have you noticed anything about what they say?  There seems to always 
be a time when they say how thankful they are.  No matter where they’ve finished, 
they all seem to make time to say thank you, for their family, their friends, their 
support.  Why do you think they do that?  Shouldn’t that moment just be about 
them and their accomplishment as an Olympic athlete? 
 I think those athletes are on to something very important about how God 
wants us to live our lives.  I think they are showing us, in very powerful ways, that 
no matter what happens, there is always someone there with us, helping us 
through; and it is only right for us to say thank you to them, and for them.  Those 
people helping us and supporting us are acting as the hands and feet of Jesus.  
They are doing what God invites us all to do:  to be a strong family, all together. 
 Being a strong family is exactly what we’re going to hear more about today, 
in an interview that Tania and I were able to record earlier this week with some of 
the Burton family.  Their family story has lots to tell and share – so much so that 
this book, here behind me, has been published this year, to try to share and keep 
those stories.  The book isn’t all that thick but it’s like a whole shelf full of 
gratitude.  It is full of reminders that, even when hard things happen in life, there 
are good things and good people to hang on to us, helping us to hang on for 
what’s next.  They are God’s gift to us, and we are so blessed to have them in our 

lives. 
 I’m blessed to have you, and that we can have this time together, always. 
 Shall we pray together? 
 
Hymn “O Lord My God (How Great Thou Art)” (Voices United 238)   
  
Hearing the Text Psalm 23: The King James Version 
 For this second week, this second collective opportunity and invitation to 
slow down and give thanks, we’re returning to the 23rd Psalm, this time hearing it 
again in the King James Version.  It has some language that we do not use in daily 
conversation anymore, and yet I know it is the version that many learned long ago, 
and so it becomes a heart song of Scripture.  If that is true for you, I invite you to 
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speak it aloud with me, and offer it as a song, a prayer of gratitude, for all that 
continues, amid all that we cannot predict. 
 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
3 He restoreth my soul:  
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;  
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  
thou anointest my head with oil;  
my cup runneth over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
‘And Then There Were Ten:  
A Conversation with Some of The Burton Family’ 
 

“I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought, 

and that gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.” 

(G.K. Chesterton, ‘A Short History of England’, 1917) 

 

 It feels like a wild understatement to say that today is a special day; one that 

I’ve been looking forward to for a while now, with delight and privilege, knowing 

that we can share with the world, in this format, an interview, a conversation with 

some of the family known around Trinity Beamsville, indeed all of Lincoln, as ‘The 

Burtons’.  As you will hear me say in the video that we’re about to watch, in this 

large family of 10 siblings and now the generations that follow, there are many 

surnames on their family tree, but there is something that identifies them all 

together as the family of Eddie and Blanche.  You are about to witness some of 

those characteristics, as represented by 95-year-old Pauline and 93-year-old 

Dorothy, the two eldest sisters, who gathered with me this past Tuesday, along 

with their niece Donna.  They are all active and beloved members of this 

congregation, and they all embody the gift of giving thanks, amid all that life brings 

to them.  They and their family are one of those living embodiments of the 23rd 

Psalm, and so what better expression and teaching than to invite them to reflect on 
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some family memories and family wisdom, for the valleys they have walked 

through, even as they name and give thanks for goodness and mercy.   

 Throughout the video, you will notice some clips and fast forwarding, as 

there was still plenty more shared, laughed about, marvelled at… and I must say it 

was very difficult to decide what to edit for this morning’s service.  All of it is worth 

your time and viewing, and so we encourage you to go back to our YouTube 

channel later this week where you will find the full and unedited video – which will 

still leave you wanting to hear more.  Perhaps you can do that with a phone call to 

any of the fine women you are about to see, and an ongoing thank you for their 

commitment to be here, and to share their story with all of us.   

 Just before we hit play, I think it’s also quite lovely to note the many 

milestones for the Burtons, this day and this year.  Today, August 8th, would have 

been the 99th birthday of Donna’s father Horace, the eldest of Eddie and Blanche’s 

children.  We remember him with fondness and abiding respect. 

 Pauline is now the eldest living of the children, and the aptly known Queen 

of the family, and she just celebrated her 95th birthday on July 20th.   

 Quite fittingly, Pauline’s great-grandson Smith Robert John Cosby is presently 

the youngest in the family, born just a few weeks before Pauline’s birthday this 

year. 

 This year would have been the 100th Anniversary of Edward (Eddie) Burton 

and Blanche Gracey’s marriage, joined together on October 12, 1921.  And last but 

not least, 2021 is also the 150th celebration of Eddie’s birth, born August 22, 1871, 

in Dorset, England.  As Donna notes, “yes, he really was age 50 when he got 

married and the proceeded to father 10 children!”   

 All of the above are just glimpses into the determination and strength of this 

remarkable family of faith.  Let’s take a look and a listen now, into some of what 

they’ve lived and learned. 

 
 

*For those reading at home, in printed or screen version of this full text, 
what follows are the questions originally offered to Pauline (Burton) 
Cosby, Dorothy (Burton) Burtch, John Burton, and Donna Burton, for 
their reflection and preparation.   
 
Can we start by having each of you say who you are, and where you are in the 

order of siblings?  Perhaps one of you can situate us by naming all of your siblings, 

in order?  And your parents’ names, too? 
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(I’m planning to use the pre-video, in-service introduction to the segment to make 

mention of August 8 as your Dad’s 99th birthday, as well as the other family 

milestones of 2021, just in case it doesn’t come up in the interview) 

 

For people like me, who have grown up with just one sibling, there’s a wonderful 

curiosity, and amazement, about growing up in a house with 10 children. 

Can you talk a bit about what that was like?  Do you have some memories that 

stand out, about sharing a house with so many brothers and sisters? 

 

One of the things I learned very early on in my time at Trinity was the 

extraordinary story of your family – not just in the size of your family, but in the 

tragedy of your father’s death when you were all teenagers and younger.  Are 

there significant memories that stand out for you, about how your mother and all 

of you coped? 

 

What has been the role of the church and your faith, in seeing you through your 

lives thus far? 

 

I’ve always had the sense that you are very close-knit as a family, but that seems 

especially unique in such a large family.  What do you think has contributed/still 

contributes to that closeness? 

 

I’ve also always had respect, and some good old-fashioned awe, at the ways that 

your family is characteristically positive about life.  I don’t mean to suggest that 

you’re perpetually happy (which just wouldn’t be normal), but you definitely have a 

glass-half-full attitude and perspective.  It feels like you live with very intentional 

choices to be thankful, even in the midst of very trying circumstances.  Do you 

have a sense of who and what has shaped that in you? 

 

In this part of our summer series, we’re looking more deeply at the 23rd Psalm and 

the way that it calls forth a song of thankfulness, to and for God in particular.  The 

line that strikes me most when I hear it in relation to your lives is close to the end, 

where it speaks of walking through the valley (of the shadow of death; of suffering 

and sadness).  What is it that keeps you moving through the valleys of sadness in 

life? 

 

Do you have any additional wisdom to share with your Trinity church family – 

about making it through this time apart, and making it through each day to come? 
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Thank you, again and again, for saying yes to this.  This is such a gift to the church 

family, and I’m beyond privileged to be here with you in this moment. 

 
Prayer 
 Life-giving, life-sustaining God, we sit in awe at the work of your love.  We 
marvel at the power of family, surrounded by faith, surrounded by you, through all 
that moves and changes.  We lift up thanks for the Burton family:  for Blanche and 
Eddie, for their 10 children, and now all the generations that flow from their life 
together.  We give thanks for all that you teach us, through them, and for all that 
we can continue to do and be, together, in these moments and long after.  In the 
Way of Jesus we continue to journey, and in his strong name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Anthem          Karen Segrave & Brynna Toogood-Segrave 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 

As always, even in these summer months, I encourage you to invest in the 
opportunities we still have to connect with our church family.  You can find those 
links in our weekly Friday email, or you can find that connection at the other end of 
your phone, if ever you’re looking for conversation and support. 

Looking forward to a time of more in-person conversation and support, we 
have much to anticipate, still.  As you may remember from the July 23rd 
announcements, at their July 15th meeting your Church Council made some 
decisions about our re-opening, for the building access as well as a return to in-
person worship.  They are still working on what that all means in order to be ready, 
as well as a communication plan to share that news with you in some detail.  In the 
meantime, I certainly encourage you to contact them with any questions or 
concerns you have about that, in these planning stages for re-integration and for 
the longer haul of our life together. 

 
Offering  “Let our lives be full of both thanks and giving.” 

Invitation  
And now let us remember the overflowing goodness of God,  
in all that has been, is now, and will still come to be.   
Let us share of that goodness, hearing God’s invitation and call  
to ensure the abundance is spread across Creation. 
In the words of the character Elizabeth, from Mary Lawson’s  
‘A Town Called Solace’, “Money isn’t a solution to anything, 
but it can ease the way.” 
Let us do what we can, to ease the way for God’s people, everywhere. 

 Song of Thanksgiving     “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
      (Voices United 541)  
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Prayer 
God, we do give you thanks, for all that you pour out, freely and generously.   
We give you thanks for the opportunity to see this world in new ways, 
in the beautiful peace of your bounty, shared across all people. 
May these gifts be part of your vision, today and always.  Amen. 
 

Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 This morning’s time of prayer, for ourselves and others, is intended to take in 
the full and complicated scope of our faith family, our community, and the world 

we’re privileged to call home… and yet it is inevitably impossible for us to properly 
name each and every person and place on our hearts and in our prayers.  Among 
the many, there are two names in particular that I invite you to hold in your 
prayers this day and long after:  the first is the family of John Goertzen, whom 
many of you will remember from his years here with his beloved wife Stella.  We 
learned early this week that John died at Wellington Hospice on August 1st, to the 
great sorrow of all who knew and loved him, but none more so than his cherished 
family.  John was someone that I came to know through many of you, through 
your memories and overwhelming respect, and so I can only say his life was the 
kind we ought all to aspire:  to serve, in faith and faithfully, for purposes beyond 
our own.  There will not be a funeral and Stella has asked for privacy now, without 
calls or visitors as she grieves, but we can most certainly hold them all in prayer, 
and one another, too. 
 I also ask for your prayers for our John Burton, whom you heard referenced 
a couple of times in this morning’s video interview.  With Ruth to keep him in line, 
John continues to recover at home, following a stroke two weeks ago, and I’m so 
pleased to tell you that, even over the phone, I can hear his smile and feel lifted by 
his laughter.  The trademark Burton strength is shining through, and we can only 
imagine the stories that John will add to today’s time capsule of memories, and we 

look forward to that reunion, very soon. 
 For this moment, let us stop and pray, and rest in the gift of giving thanks. 
 
Gentle Shepherd: 
Thank you for the way you have led us to green pastures and still water . 
You’ve shown us beauty this week that has fed our souls: 
the brilliant green of the trees glowing in the morning sun, 
the delicate symphony the birds sing each morning, 
the caress of the warm sun on our upraised cheeks, 
the fragrance of blooms in the evening. 
Some of us have walked through dark valleys this week, 
and all of us know someone in a dark valley: 
valleys of sickness, grief, uncertainty, fear. 
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Thank you that you meet us there in the darkness, you protect us . 
Our enemies are present in our lives; 
forces that would take us away from you. 
Pride, envy, hatred, arrogance,   
are all played out on individual and corporate levels . 
We need your help in our lives, forgiving us, encouraging us . 
You hear the concerns of our hearts, named aloud,  
and you hear all that weigh too heavily for us to share them. 
We call on you for help.   

We trust that you guide us carefully. 
You have provided for our basic needs this week. 
Thank you for the food we’ve eaten, 
for the luxury of variety in our diet, 
for the joy of cooking, 
for the clean water that comes out of our taps. 
We pray that we would never take any of this for granted; 
that we would pray and work for the same basic needs  
to be known by all people, everywhere; 
for peace to reign, for violence to end, for selfishness to cease. 
You anoint us with oil, 
you gift us with grace, 
providing unexpected blessings over and over, 
encouragement and new strength when we falter , 
tender compassion when we are spent. 
Goodness and mercy are following us 
all the days of our lives. 
We give thanks for this life, 
for life and breath this day, 

a day to praise and thank you; to live in hope. 
We give thanks for the promise and the living truth  
that we will dwell in your house forever.   Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “She Comes Sailing on the Wind” (Voices United 380) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 
As we close this time together today, I’m reminded of the many remembrances of 
John Goertzen, including the grateful memory of his leadership in placing the 
banner over our main entry doors – there for us all to see as we leave this place 
and return to the world.  ‘You are now entering your mission field,’ it says.  May we 
always remember God’s trust and truth in those very words. 
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May you go into your week, 
knowing that you are embraced by the love of God; 
a love that is sweeter and more tender 
than any you have ever known. 
May that grace and truth by on our lips, in our hearts, 
pouring forth from all we do and say, for all whom we meet.   
God’s grace is in our hands, to spread the peace of thankfulness, 
wherever we go.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 
Sung Blessing   “Go Now In Peace” (Besig and Price) 
 
Postlude       
                                  





Used with permission & gratitude: 
 
Opening Prayer - adapted from work by Joan Stott, as posted on Geelong City 

Parish UCA website.© 2011 Joan Stott, "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A. 

Prayers for Ourselves & Others and Blessing & Sending Forth - adapted 

from work by Carol Penner.  Copyright Carol Penner, www.leadinginworship.com  
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