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Gathering Music                                                  Andrew Poaps, Music Director 

Welcome                                     Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister / Guest 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship 

The whole earth is singing a song. Have you heard it?  

The wind is whispering it in the trees. The rain is dancing it on the rooftops. The 

birds and insects are joining in the chorus. The whole of creation is singing it out 

together: God made us. God loves us. We are God’s beloved.  

It’s the song that’s been sung since the beginning.  

The song God has placed in each of us.  

It’s the song without words.  

It’s the song you were created to sing, too.  

So come, shout with joy to God, with all the earth! 

Come before God and sing with joy! 

For God made us, and WE are God’s beloved! 

Come, let us make a joyful noise with all the earth and sing our songs of 

worship. 

Opening Hymn        “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You”  (VU 232)  

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory     

Opening Prayer 

Let us pray... 

We worship you, O God, with joyful noise - with words of praise and adoration 

spoken and sung in the name of Jesus who brought your love song to us in 



person and taught us how to attune our hearts to your spirit, that we may all 

sing together in harmony.  

We come today from what may sometimes seem a loud cacophony of the noise 

of the world, and seek to attune ourselves again to Your spirit.  

O God, we are your children, created by and with your love. 

Come, let us enter into this sacred time and space with joy and delight, full of 

hope and promise, as we pray together the words Jesus taught us:   

The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Song of Response     “God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness” (VU 260) 

Growing Together  

Welcome, friends!  

Did you know that there are animals make music?   

Of course we know that birds sing.  

Humpback whales are capable of producing complex songs – some of the 

longest songs measured in animals. 

Houseflies hum in the key of F! 

Sea Lion’s are able to “keep a beat” or drum with their flippers! 

(Fun fact – there is a website called Beast Box where you can make your own 

music made of animal sounds! Sooo fun, and funny!) 

I love that every creature has its own song.  

And we do, too.  

You do, too. You have a voice all your own that God gave you. And you are part 

of a chorus, a community of people who were each given a voice to share their 

song, too. Some of us may be shy, and feel like we have thoughts but don’t turn 



them into words.  But your voice is important. Jesus made a point of saying how 

important children are! And God loves you, loves your voice, wants you to use it 

to sing and say what is within you to sing and to say.  I’m excited for you to 

learn about what that is as you grow.  

Let us pray. Loving God, thank you for this amazing place where animals sing! 

Thank you for loving us and giving us a voice, too. Help us to have courage to 

share the words and songs in our hearts with the world, that it would be a 

blessing to you. (In whale!) AaaaAAAhhhh-men. 

Song:  All God’s Creatures Have a Place in the Choir 

Hearing the Text: Psalm 100 

We’re beginning a new three-week series this morning, as part of a larger whole 

summer series where we’ve allowed the spiritual practice of Lectio Divina to 

deepen our understanding of the psalms.  

This idea of prayerful reading of sacred scripture comes out of the ancient 

Jewish tradition, and Christians in the early church adopted it into their monastic 

practices of prayer and meditation. While Eastern meditation tends to be aimed 

at emptying our mind of thoughts, with this practice we rather seek to fill, to 

absorb. We to turn our hearts to God, and open ourselves to what the scripture 

can mean to us on a personal level. It can be such a rich source of heartfelt 

engagement with God, and I hope you find it so.  

This week and next, we will be contemplating Psalm 100. We will hear it in a few 

different ways this week, and will allow the text to really speak for itself. Next 

week we will hear it again, and build upon it as the children will share their 

thoughts, what the scripture stirs in them. Then on the third week, we will have 

the Rev. Martha Reynolds join us to unpack it with us. 

A little background on psalm 100 before we begin. It is a hymn of praise, that 

calls “all the earth” to come together in worship, to make “joyful noise”. The 

Hebrew term here is rua, which is not a subtle, measured sound. The psalm is 

calling people to ‘raise the roof’, if you will, to “give it all they have”. And not just 

to be loud, but be loud with joy. To consider the wonderful things God has done, 

and to not be quiet about it. As you will hear, there are a number of action verbs 

in this psalm; shout, worship, enter, give... I invite you to notice what about this 

psalm resonates with you, and to contemplate how you may be called to action 

with your own lips and life.  



New Revised Standard Version (NRSV):  

A Psalm of thanksgiving. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
    Worship the LORD with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the LORD is God. 
    It is he that made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the LORD is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

Psalms for Praying: An Invitation Into Wholeness, “Psalm 100” by Nan C. 

Merrill.      

Sing a joyful noise to the Beloved 
all peoples of the earth! 

Serve Love with a glad heart! 
Join hands in the great 

Dance of Life! 
 

Know that the Beloved of your heart 
is the Divine Presence! 

Love created us, and we belong to 
the Most High; 

We are born to be loving, 
expressions of the Creator's 

Divine Plan. 
 

Open the gates of your heart 
with gratitude 

and enter Love's court with praise! 
Give thanks to the Beloved, 

bless Love's holy Name! 
 

For Love is of God, and lives 
in your heart forever, 



With faith, truth, and joy, now 
and in all that is to come. 

     

    Everyday Psalms, “The Dance of Life” by James Taylor, p. 123  

Two guitars and a washtub bass,  

a country fiddle, an old-time caller. 

Come on everyone, join the dance.  

Do-si-do and allemande left,  

swing your partner, bow to your corner.  

Clap those hands and stomp those feet. 

God calls the square dance of our lives; 

God swirls our varied colours like a kaleidoscope.  

We dance our complex patterns to God’s grand design.  

Step onto God’s dance floor with a song in your heart and a smile on your face,  

for God loves a good time, too.  

God is in the sweat and the swinging,  

in the sawdust and the singing.  

God is the dance of life.  

Whether you join the dance or sit on the sidelines,  

the beat goes on,  

and fills the night with music! 

 

The Life and Work of our Church Community 

Offering 

 Invitation  

 Song of Thanksgiving  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (VU 541)                      

                          Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                          praise God, all creatures high and low; 

                          give thanks to God in love made known:  

                          Creator, Word and Spirit, One.  

 Prayer  

Anthem “Together” by Nathan Grieser      Andrew Poaps, Jane Pritchard, Norma Weller 

Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

Holy One,  



In this time of worship we turn our praise to you and give thanks.  

We acknowledge that our joyful noises deflate to sighs of despair when we 

witness a world so desperately in need.  

Holy God, we bring our ongoing concerns for the earth, following the recent 

Climate change report, ‘Code Red for Humanity’. We hold before you those 

threatened with wildfires across the North American continent, across southeast 

Europe, and across North Africa.   We pray for those who have lost everything; 

for those who offer their lives in the fight to contain them, and for those 

neighborly souls who support them all.   

Creator God, you are there.  

We pray for the peoples of Afghanistan as conflict fills their world. We pray 

especially for the vulnerable, those poor, unable to find work, the children, 

especially girls being taken as young as 12 by the Taliban for sex slaves. We 

praise you for the peaceable, the peacemakers, and peacekeepers however 

difficult their work becomes. 

Creator God, you are there.  

We pray for all who struggle with the effects of the Covid-19 Pandemic, and 

parallel situations that may be complicated because of it. We pray especially for 

the many with chronic illnesses now in crisis because they were unable to safely 

receive adequate health care during the worst of the pandemic. Protect and 

guide the minds and hearts and hands of those who care for each and all. We 

pray for healing, strength, wisdom and resources in every corner of the world. 

We lift up one another, members of our faith community, whose stories and 

struggles we may know, or may not know. In silence, we lift names and 

situations to you, God. 

Creator God, you are here.  

We give thanks for the ability to share our lives together, to share not only 

burdens, but laughter and love. To witness not only the destruction around us in 

the world, but also the gift of enjoying your creation.  

Holy Spirit, Great Mystery, Comforter Jesus who lifts all burdens – protect us 

through ways known and seen, and evermore so in the ways you guide and tend 

beyond our knowing and seeing. Keep our faith strong and our actions wise and 

compassionate. 



All these prayers we gather together and lift up to you, O God, in the name of 

your Risen Son, Jesus, Amen.  

Closing Hymn   “Give To Us Laughter” (VU 624) 

Blessing & Sending Forth 

Sung Blessing “You Shall Go Out With Joy” (VU 884) 

Postlude  

 

Used with permission and gratitude:  

 

Psalms for Praying: An Invitation Into Wholeness, “Psalm 100” by Nan C. Merrill, 2007. 

    Everyday Psalms, “The Dance of Life” by James Taylor, p. 123 


