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Gathering Music                                                  Andrew Poaps, Music Director 

Welcome                                     Kassandra Matthews, Student Minister / Guest 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship 

Sing a new song! 

On this new day that God has made. 

Sing a joyful song!  

A melody of hope for all that it brings. 

Sing praise to our God,   

Whose sense of humour springs up all around us.   

Immerse your anxiety and despair in the fountain of new birth; 

for God takes what we would call absurdity, and turned it into possibility. 

Come out from yesterday 

into an undreamed of tomorrow.  

For God has taken ordinary things 

and made them extraordinary. 

As we praise God for this glorious day, 

Let the praise break forth in the most unlikely places and in silly ways.  

May joy and praise fill our hearts and songs, 

And may the laughter be deep, for we are God's people. 

Come, let us sing a new song to the Lord our God. 

 

Opening Hymn        “Joy Comes with the Dawn” (VU 166) 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory     

Opening Prayer 



Imaginative God, you smiled and the sun burst through the shadows of chaos; 

you laughed, and all that is good and beautiful was given shape by you; you 

chuckled, and the platypus splashed in creation’s fountain. 

Laughing Jesus, you showed us how to live, you released us by your love, and 

howling at Death’s foolish belief that the tomb could hold you, you burst forth as 

the stars pealed with joy. 

Holy Spirit, as you fill us with hope and new life, may we delight in sharing it 

with others; as you fill us with peace, may we rejoice in offering it to the broken, 

the sad, the lonely; as you tickle us with grace, may we give it away with 

laughter on our lips and joy in our hearts. 

God in community, Holy and One, our hearts overflow with wonder as we come 

to you like a child to a beloved parent, saying together the prayer that Jesus 

taught us: 

The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914, bottom right)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Song of Response    “Your Love Is Amazing (Hallelujah) (MV 26) 

Growing Together  

I liked to bring my little guys to the zoo this summer, and I learned so much 

about God’s creatures, and sense of humour.  

Did you know that giraffes can clean their ears with their twenty-one inch 

tongue?  

When a hippo shows off his teeth, it isn’t to smile (maybe it is), but its to attract 

birds to clean his teeth for him!  

Flamingoes eat with their heads upside down! 

And… have you ever seen a platypus? Silly and funny!  

God must have a sense of humour!  



My little James (3 years old) is obsessed with boo-boo’s. He gets them all the 

time. And it is sad and upsetting for him. But I know if I can make him laugh, 

things do not seem so bad.  

Jesus had a way of turning things upside down too, so people would look at 

them another way, and he sometimes even used humour and sarcasm to get his 

point across!  

I am so thankful for humour, and I know when we laugh, God laughs with us!  

I hope you have oodles of belly laughs.  

Let’s pray: Loving God, thank you for the gift of laughter. Help us to be 

lighthearted and to find the joy in every situation. A-a-a- chooo!!! *Excuse me!  

Let me try again. A –men! 

Hymn   Joy to the World (VU 59) 

Hearing the Text: Psalm 100 

We are in our second week of this series, considering Psalm 100 with the 

spiritual practice of lectio divina. This week we will take in two translations of 

Psalm 100, with a moment to reflect and digest. Then, we have a video to share, 

as TUCB’s children grapple with their own theology of laughter.   

A little background on Psalm 100. The Hebrew word for “with gladness” is 

simhah. Simhah means gladness or rejoice. The psalmist calls us to be this way. 

There is certainly a place for quiet, reflective worship. The psalmist encourages 

us to shake things up, to not slunk into a dour or humourless faith, but to be so 

aware and amazed by God’s awesomeness that we allow for the kind of 

energetic praise that wells up within to the point that it can no longer be 

contained. Like a belly laugh that we surrender to unabashedly, so may we 

worship. 

The Message 

On your feet now—applaud God! 

Bring a gift of laughter, 

sing yourselves into his presence. 

Know this: God is God, and God, God. 

He made us; we didn’t make him. 



We’re his people, his well-tended sheep. 

Enter with the password: “Thank you!” 

Make yourselves at home, talking praise. 

Thank him. Worship him. 

For God is sheer beauty, 

all-generous in love, 

loyal always and ever. 

 

Everyday Psalms, “God’s Playground” by James Taylor, p. 122 

Leap and dance with joy - 

the showers have ended, the sun has come out again.  

Splash through the puddles!  

Roll in the grass! 

Let laughter rise in the air like flights of sparrows! 

This is God’s world! 

God made it, God made us – and it is good! 

We spoil it if we stare at it with sour faces.  

God set us free to frolic, to gambol,  

to celebrate the gift of life.  

So dance your way down the garden; 

scatter rose petals with every step.  

With every breath, enjoy the goodness of God! 

From the beginning of time, God has poured out love; 

God will continue loving ‘til time stops ticking. 

“And a Child Will Lead Them: TUCB Children’s Theology of Joy” (video) 

The Life and Work of our Church Community 

Offering 

 Invitation  

 Song of Thanksgiving  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (VU 541)                      

                          Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

                          praise God, all creatures high and low; 



                          give thanks to God in love made known:  

                          Creator, Word and Spirit, One.  

 Prayer  

Anthem  

Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

Closing Hymn   “Sing a Happy Hallelujah” (VU 224)  

Blessing & Sending Forth 

Sung Blessing “You Shall Go Out With Joy” (VU 884) 

Postlude  

 

Used with permission and gratitude:  

Call to Worship: Ruth Burgess, Fire & Bread: Resources for Easter Day to Trinity 

Sunday, p.49. 

Opening Prayer: Adapted from Still Laughing God: Service Prayers for the Second 

Sunday of Easter, posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways 

website. 

 


