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The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, September 30 

 

Creation Speaks… 
and we can choose to respond 

 



 

 “Hope is the most important contribution people of faith can and must make  

as humanity confronts the climate crisis.   

To become people of hope, we must be willing to stare reality in the face.” 

(Jim Antal, ‘Climate Church, Climate World’) 
 





Gathering Music           Andrew Poaps, Music Director                                         
 

Welcome                                                                    Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
Good morning and welcome to worship!  For those of you I haven’t met yet, 

my name is Heather Weaver-Orosz, and I’m almost always here to lead this 
congregation.  For those of you who showed up last week and wondered why that 
wasn’t so, may I say it is very good to be back with you today, after last Sunday’s 
very unexpected absence.  Please accept my thanks for your patience and care; 
and please accept my very public thanks to Tania, Rosemary, and George, who 
took some very early messages and calls from our house last Sunday morning, and 
then without question jumped into action and brought it all to life.  I am grateful 
beyond words for such support and tireless hours.  

I am also very grateful for the ways we can continue to gather in worship – 
with folks at home, with folks in the sanctuary, with folks reading along at home 
with printed copies.  It is true what they say:  where there’s a will, there’s a way, 
and we are surrounded and led by women and men willing to do whatever it takes 

to see us through this long and unexpected time.  May we draw strength from 
knowing that we are not in the same collective space that we were this time last 
year, or even six months ago.  Time and patience have brought new beginnings, 
new ways, new hope.  God is forever bringing us new beginnings, new ways, new 
hope… and what better reason than that to settle us into worship.  

Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship… 
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Lighting the Christ Candle            
 
Call to Worship   
Come, let us worship God 
in the beauty of holiness: 
holiness present in the silent pulse 
of the earth beneath us; 
holiness present in the beating 
of the sun and stars; 
holiness present in the chorus of life, 
breathing together, even here in this room. 

In this time of worship,  
may our great and love-defined God of all Creation 
open us to sing, to pray, to rest,  
to give thanks for the beauty in and around us. 
May our great and love-defined God of all Creation 
open us to praise, every moment of our days. 
 
Opening Hymn   “For Beauty of Prairies” (Voices United 303)  

 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory                    Rosemary Addison 
 
Opening Prayer   
by Urzula Glienecke from  
‘Living Faithfully in the Time of Creation’ by Kathy Galloway & Katharine M. Preston 
Source of all life, 
God of the lush forests, 
God of the clean air, 
God of the clear waters, 
God of every living creature, 
open our eyes, minds, and hearts 
to see that we are all connected, 
all part of the same network of life: 

what hurts and pollutes one, 
hurts and pollutes the other. 
Help us to listen to you 
and to repent from our destructive ways; 
so that your wonderful, diverse planet 
can breathe again and live, 
and we and our children with it. 

(Voices United 914, bottom right) 
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This we pray in the name of the One who taught us to pray, 
as children finding shelter in the arms of a loving parent saying together: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sung Response  “Seek Ye First the Kingdom” (Voices United 356) 

 
Growing Together “Dear Earth…” 
 I’m so happy to say that this morning we’re able to have some of our 
youngest church family here with us in the sanctuary… right down close at the 
front, where I’m so excited to see you!  I’ve missed your faces, your love, your 
fabulous wisdom, so very, very much. 
 Since we’re back together today, what better thing to do than show you a 
new book from my shelves.  This one is called “Dear Earth… From Your Friends in 
Room 5”, and it’s written by Erin Dealey, with some awesome illustrations by Luisa 
Uribe.  Erin and Luisa wrote this story about a group of children in an elementary 
school somewhere, in a class called Room 5; and these children, with their teacher, 
started writing letters to our Earth.  Each month, they wrote a new letter, asking 
Earth how they could help to take care of our world.  Each month, they receive a 
letter back – like this one… 
 As the months go by, Earth starts to call the children of Room 5 the Earth 
Heroes, and each month these Earth Heroes learn more and more, and do more 
and more, to take better care of God’s incredible Creation.  Doesn’t that all sound 
like a really good thing to do? 
 When I read this book the first time, it reminded me right away of times 
when I was in school (a thousand years ago), and our teachers would help us to 
write letters to people in our community who had taken us on tours (like City Hall!), 
or came to visit us at school and teach us new things.  ‘Dear Earth’ also had me 

thinking about what it would be like if we wrote a letter like this to God, all 
together… not just today, but every day. 
 What do you think a letter like that could look and sound like?  Maybe it 
could just start out, ‘Dear God…’; and then we could tell God all that we’re thankful 
for; and all that we’d like to learn, to do better, to be more like Jesus.  Maybe we 
could ask God to help us to remember to take good care of each other, and this 
amazing planet Earth.  Maybe we could ask God to forgive us for all the times we 
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haven’t been very good Earth Heroes; and always, always, we can receive God’s 
forgiveness, love, and chance to do better today.   
 Do you know what?  I think we’ve just written that letter to God, which is 
actually a beautiful prayer.  Can we pray it together now? 
 This is a “read-all-together-prayer”… 
 
Hymn  “O Beautiful Gaia” (More Voices 41)  
 
Scripture  Mark 9.38-50 (New Revised Standard Version) 

In the annual course of movement through the Season of Creation, it feels as 
though this midway point is where we might start to lose some folks.  By that I 

mean, depending on the theme being explored in this liturgical season, the 
messaging might start to feel a little harder, three weeks in.  That’s where we are 
now… and this happens to be a year when we are seeking to hear God’s wisdom 
through the voices of Creation, but with emphasis on the groans and cries of a 
created world on the edge of despair.  It is a painful truth that not all are prepared 
to hear.  I pray that we can hang on through this together – not just because it is a 
plea for change with profound consequences for humanity’s present and future; 
but because it is a core piece of our lives as God’s people, as followers of Jesus.  
We cannot turn away.  This is part of the salted existence that Jesus speaks about 
in today’s Scripture passage.  This isn’t a recitation of facts about Creation’s 
destruction – which I trust you are hearing and absorbing, all around you.  This is 
exploring a fundamental Christian choice of response, and it is asserted in Jesus’ 
words to us, two thousand years ago.  Let’s listen to that now: 
 
Mark 9.38-50 (New Revised Standard Version) 
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do 
not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me. 40 Whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For truly I 
tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 
Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
42 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe 

in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck 
and you were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to 
hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into 
hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown 
into hell, 48 where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
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49 “For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 
another.” 

 

Let us pray: 
Holy One, Holy Three, Holy Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer: 
Into your presence we enter more deeply now; 
Hearing your Word, following your Way, accepting your Wisdom and call. 
Open our whole selves, we pray, to who you need us to be, 
for all your people and all Creation. 
Amen. 
 

Message  “Creation Speaks:  Code Red Letter Version  
 & Canoes in Mountains”  

 
 I’ve been thinking back across my experiences in church communities, trying 
to remember when and how I started to hear those various communities speak of 
Creation.  If you could see my text right now, you would see that I’m using the 
capitalized version of the word Creation – following the premise, the understanding 
of Creation as a beloved work of God; a living, breathing entity, as opposed to the 
verb, naming God’s ongoing act of creation, creating and re-creating.   

The Creation of which we speak, the namesake and focus of this worship 
season, is not something I remember getting much attention when I was young, or 
even right through until my earliest days of ministry.  We sang songs and lifted 
prayers of praise for God’s glorious world, the majesty and beauty of it all, and the 
bounty of harvest, especially at Thanksgiving… but the language and the study of 
Creation as precious, equally cherished by God, to be respected in our living and 
our praying, was not very common.  For too long, there was an overwhelming 
emphasis on humanity’s dominion, lived as domination, over all we could see.  The 
idea of Creation, capital C, speaking God’s wisdom, was misinterpreted and cast 
aside in many circles, deemed a form of heresy, even; of Pelagianism, that cardinal 
sin of the highest order, where God was a rock and rocks could sing.  The 
beautiful, faithful work of people like Saint Johannes Scotus Eriugena, a 9th century 

Irish monk, deep in the Celtic Christian tradition, was shoved under the pavement.  
Thankfully, the cracks of time and deeper understanding have brought Creation-
focused theology back in to the light – and from there we can hear, in the words of 
Eriugena, that “Christ wears ‘two shoes’ in the world:  scripture and nature.  Both 
are necessary to understand the Lord, and at no stage can creation be seen as a 
separation of things from God.” (Saint Johannes Scotus Eriugena).   
 Scholars may prove my musings otherwise, but I am of the mind that one of 
the reasons this discard of Christ’s “two shoes”, the temptation to believe that 
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Jesus didn’t care much about the state of Creation, is because there aren’t piles of 
instances where Scripture quotes his explicit reflection upon it.  There are many 
moments where Jesus retreated to natural spaces, and when he used the natural 
world as a source of metaphor, in teaching and encouraging:  the flowers of the 
field, the sparrows, the mustard tree.  Yet, within the texts we have before us in 
the Bible, there are fewer captured examples of Jesus explaining humanity’s 
dependence upon Creation, our interdependent relationship.  For some so-called 
‘red-letter’ Christians (those who practice a selective literalism and cherry-pick their 
interpretation of discipleship based on what certain translations say came verbatim 
out of Jesus’ mouth), the apparent lack of eco-theology is taken as validation of 
Creation-crushing practices.  I suppose anyone can interpret anything to make it 

work for selfish gains, but there is something particularly dangerous in discounting 
Jesus’ “two shoes”.   
 Fortunately, even if somewhat late to the global party, many Christians 
around the world have noticed and worked to correct the gaping neglect of 
Creation.  It is evident in blog after blog, issue after issue, article after article, by 
Christians from various places on the theological spectrum – all pointing to, 
advocating for, and leading the way to a life in Jesus’ Way that re-examines what 
Jesus said and modelled.  There is a surge of scholarship and practical, heartfelt 
instruction on the inextricable link between how Jesus-followers care for Creation, 
and how we worship God.  Like Jesus’ “two shoes”, they cannot be understood 
separately. 
 Here we are today, then, hearing a passage seemingly unrelated to eco-
theology or Creation-honouring practices… except that it reminds us, clearly, of 
Jesus’ refusal or inability (or both) to let humanity off easy when it comes to doing 
the right thing.  In this account from Mark 9, we are brought back to a moment 
when Jesus was managing and modelling community diplomacy, so to speak.  He 
was coping with diverse expressions of being, and asking his followers to focus on 
their common goal, above all else.  Then, as was often the way, Jesus turned a 
sharp-ish corner.  With the heavy language of millstones around necks and being 
tossed into the sea, Jesus moves into the hard space of making hard but necessary 
choices.  In what seems like unflinching language, Jesus speaks of hands being cut 
off, feet being cut off, eyes being torn out… which is not because he wanted any of 

that to happen.  The underlying and overwhelming point was to invite his listeners, 
of the 1st and the 21st centuries, and any between or beyond, to recognize the 
sometimes drastic and bold measures that must be taken.  Jesus asks us to think 
of other living beings, alongside and not below ourselves, if we are to bear honest 
witness, to who we are, whose we are, and the sacred space entrusted to us, by 
God, for all of Creation’s thriving.  Jesus chooses language of the collective good; 
the language of us.  As was always his radically inclusive way, Jesus did not draw 
lines of in or out.  We are all in, together.  In the pandemics that roll across 
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history; in the wars of grief and destruction; in the climate crisis from which no one 
is exempt of responsibility or consequences, we are all in.  To attempt to lift 
ourselves out, and leave others to bear the millstone, is to stumble in the most 
selfish of ways.  Jesus never had patience for any of that. 
  Most of the artistic renditions of Jesus have a very gentle expression on his 

face.  Most European renditions also have him as extremely white and blonde, 

which is a great enough problem in itself, but for today, let’s think about that 

gentle expression.  There’s never much of a glare, and I can understand why, to a 

degree – but I also worry we’ve missed the point a bit with Jesus.  I don’t want to 

have endless depictions of his eyes boring down at the wayward.  That does not 

seem to jive with his words, his welcome, his sacrifices.  I would, however, imagine 

there were moments of steely stares; of Jesus looking straight on and straight in to 

the people before him, not giving any room for negotiation.  There are times, 

across time and space, when there is just no more time or space for selfish 

justification.  Choices must be made, lest we all wish to be dragged to the bottom 

of the rising sea.  As Bethany Sollereder says so clearly in her essay included in last 

week’s ‘Christian Century’:  “We can adapt intentionally and wisely, in ways that 

ensure justice and well-being for as many as possible, both human and nonhuman.  

Or we can just let things be, continue life as usual, and allow death and chaos to 

do the work of forcing adaptation.”  (“Climate Change is Here” in ‘Christian 

Century’, September 22, 2021) 

 We are in a moment – not just a time but a moment - that Tod Bolsinger 
would describe as a Meriwether Lewis moment:  that moment when he stood on 
the edge of what he hoped would be the fulfillment of President Thomas 
Jefferson’s commission to find “the most direct and practicable water 
communication across this continent”… [for the purposes of commerce], of course. 
It was a moment that Bolsinger says would have been “like owning the Internet 
today.” (15)  Unfortunately, “what Lewis actually discovered was that three 
hundred years of experts had all been completely and utterly wrong.  In front of 
him, [at the edge of the Missouri River] was not a gentle slope down to a navigable 
river running to the Pacific Ocean but the Rocky Mountains.  Stretching out… as far 
as the eyes could see was one set of peaks after another.” (16)  Trouble is, 

Meriwether Lewis had planned on exploring the rest of the way by boat.  He had 
planned to row.  Nature revealed an entirely different truth, and Lewis had a choice 
to make.  “How do you canoe over mountains?  You don’t.  If you want to continue 
forward, you change.” (34) 
 From red-letter Bibles to Code Red declarations by the United Nations on the 

state of God’s precious Creation, humanity is in a time-limited space of making 

choices.  The things we used to believe to be unchallengeable and without 
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consequence are challenged and exposed.  We can feel bereft and defeated, or we 

can live into the hope that Jesus holds out, again and again.  As Jim Antal said, in 

‘Climate Church, Climate World’, “Hope is the most important contribution people of 

faith can and must make as humanity confronts the climate crisis.  To become 

people of hope, we must be willing to stare reality in the face.”   

 Thankfully, faithfully, therein lies the grace:  God’s grace.  In the 

confrontation, in the coming up against hard truths, there still, lovingly and 

patiently, is God:  offering counsel, presenting opportunity, inviting change, and 

staying with us through it all.  God sees our shock as we finally accept the 

mountain that is climate change… the truth that has been avoided for hundreds of 

years – and then God says, shall we get to work, staring reality in the face, 

accepting the chance to radically alter our ways, and living into hope?  For the love 

of God, and for the sake of all that Jesus did, to save us from ourselves, is there 

really any other honest path?  Let us stand together, and change together, in hope:  

here, where wrong is met with mercy; the past is named, accepted, and redeemed; 

and we can begin to live with the most necessary, salty, love-filled courage, for the 

present and the future.  

 To God alone be the glory!  Amen.  

 
Prayer 
Dear God, of all and each, hold us fast in this place of necessary choice. 
Hold us up, push us on, remind us why and for whom, we must learn and change. 
Bring new life, we pray, and reveal in us the courage to protect and provide, 
as you do for us.  Amen.   
 
Anthem  
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community 

I’ve been thinking about the presence of the colour orange in this season 
we’re in.  Not just in the changing leaves, but in this Season of Creation, and 
indeed in critical days in our community calendar.  For the Season of Creation, 
orange has been lifted for its historic connection to Early Christian practices, with 
its symbolism of endurance and strength, the colour of fire and flame, the colour of 
harvest, fruitfulness, and joy.  

The symbolism of endurance and strength is powerfully present in the day 
that we are looking toward this Thursday, September 30th:  a day that has been 
honoured for a number of years as Orange Shirt Day, but is now magnified by the 
first marking of the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.  The work of truth 
and reconciliation with the Indigenous communities of Canada is work for every 
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day, for generations to come, but an official day such as we will know now, brings 
more of its importance to light.  Let’s take in this video from our United Church 
Moderator, to explain more of the day, the symbolism of the orange shirt, and our 
shared work and witness.   
 
Video  “Orange Shirt Day 2021” 
  A Message from The UCC Moderator, 
  The Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Bott 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2rfb9bNW9U 
 
Offering   

Invitation 
We continue to be very grateful for every opportunity we have, to transform as a 
community, for the sake of the local and global community in which we are blessed 
to be a part.  We receive with thanks all of your generous gifts, for our shared 
work in God’s world, and we lift up thanks to God for this lifelong opportunity to 
bring and be change. 
Song of Thanksgiving    “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (VU 541) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low; 
give thanks to God in love made known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

Prayer 
For all that you have given us, we are grateful, God. 
For all that you invite us to share and rebuild, we are grateful, God. 
We are privileged, by your generosity and your promises, 
and we are longing to respond, for all your Creation. 
We give and we pray, in the name and for the sake of your Way, Jesus. 
Amen.   
 
Prayers for Ourselves & Others 
[As sent in a congregational email, Thursday, September 23, 2021] 
This message is going to feel quite heavy all at once, perhaps, and yet it is the 

most important kind of care we can offer one another, as a Christian community, 
moving through life and loss together. It is a message of prayer and compassion, 
and a request for yours, too. 
 
Please hold in love and prayer the family of The Rev. Dr. Alan Minarcik, who 
died on September 10th.  Alan and his wife Clare have been known in many circles 
connected with Trinity, Beamsville - particularly through their long life in United 
Church ministry, in Albright Gardens, and Alan's time with the Retired Men's 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2rfb9bNW9U
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Group.  While their many friends, acquaintances, and past congregations have 
been receiving news and updates on this Saturday's memorial service, we want to 
ensure it is shared here, too; and above all, invite your support and care for Clare 
and their family.   
Please see the attached obituary, for a beautiful tribute to Alan's life, and 
information on joining the service livestream from Trinity United Church, Grimsby. 
Alan Minarcik Obituary (2021) - St Catharines, ON - St. Catharines Standard 
(legacy.com) 
 
There is also an opportunity next weekend to celebrate the lives of The Rev. Stan 
and Nancy Wootton.   While Nancy died in 2017, Stan's death earlier this year 

has not been honoured publicly yet, and this is a blessed moment to celebrate their 
life and love together.  The Wootton family graciously asked we would let the 
Trinity family know of the service, taking place Saturday, October 2nd at 1 pm at 
Dublin Street United Church in Guelph. An outdoor reception will follow.  As Richard 
Wootton notes, "Due to COVID protocols we will require folks to confirm 
attendance with us in advance so we have contact details and can keep track of 
numbers."  Please contact our church office (905.563.4943 or 
info@trinitybeamsville.ca) for Richard's phone and email, to advise them of your 
attendance.   
 
There is deep sadness for Phyllis Dowd and Russ Peacock as they mourn the death 
of Phyllis' cherished sister Audrey, who died September 8th.  Audrey lived and 
coped with many health issues, and through it all was held in love and great care 
by her family.  Private family memorials are planned.  Phyllis and Russ are so 
grateful for your prayers and understanding in this time of ache and grief.   
  
I'm also sorry to say I have just learned that our Edna Elliott died on August 28th, 
2021, predeceased by her beloved husband, Rev. Gerry Elliott (2018).  Edna and 
Gerry were devoted members of this church family, for many years, and longtime 
residents of Albright Gardens before moving to Albright Manor.  After years of 
suffering and loss, may we pray blessed peace for Edna, offering thanks for all the 
love she gave and received.   

 
Many of you will remember that our Don Pyefinch died in April 2020, and there 
was a small outdoor gathering to honour his life, in July of last year.  The time has 
come for us to lay his urn in the niche, at a a private family service tomorrow 
afternoon, September 24th.  Please continue to hold Don's beloved wife Norma and 
all of their family, in this time of adjustment and mourning. 
 
In a time when sadness often seems so close at hand, I give thanks and praise for 

https://trinitybeamsville.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9c19d131cc4a80cee70edb26&id=32da3d0f8d&e=025074011e
https://trinitybeamsville.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9c19d131cc4a80cee70edb26&id=32da3d0f8d&e=025074011e
mailto:info@trinitybeamsville.ca
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every time we know ourselves bound by the love of Christian community.  With 
deep gratitude for these lives lived, with faithful service and devotion to the Way of 
Jesus, may we all continue be held fast by God's promises of goodness still to 
come.  For this present moment and always, holy Love will prevail, carrying us with 
a hope like no other.  
 
Let us pray, for ourselves and others: 
 
God of sea and sky, 
God of this great earth laid out under the sun,  
we come with thanks on our lips and praise in our hearts.  

Thank you for life and breath, 
and senses to experience the beauty all around us.  
Thank you for the dear ones we love, those around us, those far away,  
and those who are in the peace of life eternal with you. 
We ask for your comfort for those among us who grieve 
and those who are sick, especially those on our hearts right now. 
(silent prayer) 
We come with prayers for this beautiful blue planet,  
and help for humankind as we live upon it.  
Show us the way to live responsibly, not wastefully.  
Open a curiosity in us to learn about the fish 
in streams and lakes and oceans near to us,  
curiosity about the birds that fly over us, 
curiosity about the wild creatures, our neighbours.  
We don’t want to walk by on the other side  
ignoring the living beings you have put in our path.  
You are the creator of clean water, clean air, wild spaces.  
Open our eyes to how our actions impact our neighbours. 
Give wisdom to politicians as they make decisions  
that will affect generations after us.  
Give courage to nations around the world, choosing new leaders; 
to communities everywhere, choosing next steps, future-proofing their shared story 

We pray for victims and hostages of false diplomacy; of selfish politics pursuits; for 
justice sought, found, and still to be found.  
We pray for ourselves, our nation, our community – for days and years of somber, 
honest reflection that leads to justice-bound change and reconciliation; for deep 
listening, learning, and life-giving response  
We pray for a global view that lives by compassion, seeks and enacts vaccine 
equity, resource equity, peace and hope equity.  
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Give courage to us all, 
to respond, faithfully, honestly, consistently.   
Help us hear and amplify the voice of Indigenous elders, 
the water walkers and the ones who see,  
prophets sent by you to guide us. 
We live and worship you in buildings built on their traditional territory,  
we need paths to peace where treaties have been broken.  
Thank you for this church; 
help us to grow closer to each other, 
so that our love for each other is a beacon 
that welcomes others. 

God, you offer us a hope-filled future, 
and you tell us we can get there from here.  
Be our guide in all we do and say this week. Amen  
 
Closing Hymn “Wellspring of Wisdom” (Voices United 287) 
  
Blessing & Sending Forth 
May the One who gave Creation voice, 
who hears its pain and travail, 
who aches at its moaning,  
and suffers in the consequences of our choices, 
give you a voice to proclaim justice for the earth, 
enable you to articulate Creation’s story intertwined with our own, 
and help you to work for change, bring new ways, 
and to seek justice and restoration. 
May the blessing of God, 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
be with you, now and always.  Amen. 
 
Sung Blessing “Go, My Friends, In Peace”  (Voices Together 839)  

Words: Joyce Elaine Eilers (USA)  
Text adapted by: Mennonite Worship and Song Committee, 2019 

 
Go, my friends in peace, and know that the love of God will guide you 
Feel the Spirit here beside you showing you the way.  
In your time of trouble when hurt and despair are there to grieve you,  
Know that your God will never leave you. 
God will bring you courage.  
Know that the Christ who came to us to die that you might live 
Will never leave you lost and alone in his beloved world.  
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Go, my friends, in peace 
Go, my friends, in peace.  
  
Postlude    
                 







Used with permission & gratitude: 
  

Call to Worship & Prayers for Ourselves and Others – adapted from work by 
Carol Penner as published at www.leadinginworship.com 

 
Blessing & Sending Forth – adapted from work by Rev. Andy Braunston, as 
published at www.ecocongregationsscotland.org 
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