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Sunday, December 5th, 2021 

Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

The Best Worst Christmas Ever: 
The Peace of a Malachi Christmas 

 




“We all need to find our elsewhere,  
our space to breathe freely and act authentically.” 

 
(Willie Dwayne Francois III) 

 


 

Gathering Music           Andrew Poaps, Music Director                                         
 

Welcome                Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
 Good morning and welcome to worship.  Welcome to this Second Sunday of 

Advent, where we carry with us last week’s focus on hope, into the equally vital 
pursuit of peace.  Both are exceptionally large ideas, and ask a great deal of us in 

bringing them to life, but that is exactly why we gather in this space, as 
community, to make this journey together.   
 In a commentary that he wrote for this Sunday’s Scripture, Willie Dwayne 

Francois III speaks of the ways that “people of faith benefit from God-saturated 
places that form our postures of wildness.”  He writes in big, expansive language 
that lifts and sweeps, but he does so to call us, all together, into the spaces where 
we can be part of God’s prophetic work.  He calls us to spaces of honest worship, 

apart from the pressing, limiting places of the world.  He says, “We all need to find 
our elsewhere, our space to breathe freely and act authentically.”  (‘Living by the 

Word’, 9 November 2021)  It is in that elsewhere space we might hear most 
clearly God calling us forward, to be part of building God’s reign of peace. 

 May this be our elsewhere, for this short span of time; our space to 
breathe freely and act authentically, that we might then do the same for the  
balance of our days. 
   
Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship. 
    
Lighting the Christ Candle  
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Call to Worship 

How about we come together here in this space for a moment or three,  

to wonder and wait  

at the place of the heart where our first thoughts  

do not consist of lament over what might be worn,  

what should be said, what will be the best part of our doing. 

Come, let us stand in the merciful light of our God  

whose first thought is how to move past the busyness of our hustle,  

into the bustle of our hearts’ deepest longing,  

where first thoughts are consumed by words of welcome,  

acts of kindness, radical sharing. 

These are the thoughts and these are the ways  

that move our doing into being; 

being ones who wonder and wait for the Christ-child  

who speaks peace into our hearts,  

for the first time, all over again. 

 

Hymn “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness” (Voices United 18) 
   

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory                    Jean Roland  
 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 

“A Christmas candle is a lovely thing;  

It makes no noise at all, 

But softly gives itself away; 

While quite unselfish, it grows small.” (Eva K. Logue) 

 

On the first Sunday of Advent we lit a candle for Hope. 
(The first candle is lit.) 
Today we light also light a candle for Peace. 
(The second candle is lit.) 

This is the Peace we search for: 
Peace of mind that enables us to think clearly  

and act with confidence; 
Peace in our hearts that enables us  
to feel calm and share compassion; 

Peace in our spirits that puts us in touch  
with God’s love and Christ’s Way; 

Peace in our homes; peace at work and school; 
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Peace when we are among our friends; 
Peace within the family circle; 

Peace within us, Peace around us; A Peace to hold us strong; 
A Peace that encourages us to work as Jesus did,  

for justice and sharing.  Amen. 
 

Video “O Come, Peace” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOg6w0HEqfM&list=PLQDu-

SgFb3RjsK9BdbbYkwAvI_3hLsUn-&index=2 

 

Growing Together “Blue and White and Silver and Gold” 

 

Friends, do you notice anything today about the sanctuary?  Do you see that 

there’s another Christmas tree before us now?  Last week’s addition, the tree of 

Hope, is still standing sparse but strong.  Here beside it now we have this much 

larger tree of… Peace.   

Do you notice anything about the colours on this tree of Peace?  It seems 

like everything is silver.  Do you notice any others colours around us so far – 

colours that aren’t the ‘usual’ red and green we see in lots of other Christmas 

places?  Red and green are beautiful, but there is a special reason our Advent 

colours pay attention to blue and white and silver, and even gold.  Do you have 

any ideas about why that is? 

 Partly it’s because blue is one of the colours of hope – and Advent is a 

season of waiting, of hoping, and trusting.  Advent is also a season when we hear 

Scripture readings from people like a man named Malachi.  He spoke to God’s 

people to remind them about how God wants us to be with one another, and when 

he spoke about that, he talked about silver, and gold.  Silver and gold are very 

valuable metals, but they can also be changed by heat.  Malachi doesn’t want us to 

worry about God melting us, but to know that God’s love can change us.  God’s 

love can help us to choose ways that are most like Jesus, where we live in peace, 

and where we know peace in our hearts. 

 There’s something else I’ve been thinking about when it comes to colours.  

Have you ever noticed that Canadian money comes in lots of different colours?  

The same is true of some old-fashioned, sort-of real money from the Canadian Tire 

store.  With all things digital, these days CT money goes on a card or stays in a 

computer, but there are still some folks, like Mrs. Millar who gave all this to the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOg6w0HEqfM&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RjsK9BdbbYkwAvI_3hLsUn-&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOg6w0HEqfM&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RjsK9BdbbYkwAvI_3hLsUn-&index=2


5 
 

church ($42.35 worth!) who have been hanging on to their Canadian Tire money, 

for a very special reason:  to help bring peace.  How does that work? 

 Well, there’s a very special invitation we have at this time of year, to be part 

of sharing food, money, and toys with people in our community.  A few years ago, 

when Aidan was about your age, he asked the congregation to share their CT 

money so he could buy toys for children who might not have Christmas presents.  

The idea stuck and now we still think of that when we collect each Advent – and 

that’s exactly what we’ll do next Sunday, White Gift Sunday. 

 Buying toys for someone won’t solve all the problems in the world, but it can 

help to bring peace in small ways, and they can ripple out in big ways.  It’s all 

about being peace-makers in our world, remembering that God’s love is for 

absolutely everyone.  We don’t have to fight over that, ever.  We can just open our 

arms to share it with everyone around us, and then wait and see how good things 

start to happen.  Just knowing that brings peace to my heart.   

 Shall we pray together, this Body Prayer for Peace? 

  

A Body Prayer for Peace 

 

Holy One (reach up and look out)  

May your peace (clasp hands over heart)  

Surround me (circle arms in front of body)  

May your peace (clasp hands over heart)  

Work through me (push arms to sides with fingers up)  

May your peace (clasp hands over heart)  

Extend to the world (unfold arms in front with open hands)  

AMEN (head down, hands at prayer with palms together) 

 

Sung Response  “A Candle Is Burning”, verse 2 (Voices United 6) 

 

Scripture  Malachi 3: 1-4 (The Inclusive Bible)  

 
“Well, pay attention! 

I am sending my Messenger 
to prepare the way for me; 

the One you seek will suddenly come to the Temple, 
the Messenger of the Covenant whom you long for will come, 

says YHWH Omnipotent. 
But who can endure the day of that Coming? 
Who can stand firm when that One appears? 
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That day will be like a smelter’s fire, 
a launderer’s soap. 

The One will preside as refiner and purifier, 
purifying the Children of Levi, 

refining them like gold and silver –  
then they will once again 

make offerings to YHWH in righteousness. 
Then the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem 

will be pleasing to YHWH as they were in former days, 
in years long past.”        

 
Message  “My heart’s one desire.” 
 

 Before I formally launch into this morning’s message, I feel I should give 
some explanation about why this Advent series of messages has the overarching 

theme of ‘The Best Worst Christmas Ever’.  In part, it’s inspired by a book that I’ll 
share with the children as the weeks unfold; the story of a Christmas where 
everything felt different and wrong, but new and good became known in the midst 
of it all.   

It’s also inspired by the Advent philosophy, if you will, as described in the 
opening to ‘The Season of Almost’, Kate Bowler’s Advent devotional for this year.  

There she says: “Christmas beckons us to see the [Reign] of God through the 
disruption of the ordinary.  “The last will be first” (Matthew 20:16). “I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35). “He has brought down rulers 
from their thrones but has lifted up the humble” (Luke 1:52). People are hungry for 
the world turned upside-down, which is precisely what Christmas has been 

throughout Christian history.  …The magic of this time of year was a moment of 
suspension (if temporary) of business as usual, of the world turned upside-down.  

Where the least of these are cared for, protected, upheld.  Now that 2021 has 
shaken our world all over again, our inner desires and deepest needs are revealed.  

We see the world as it has always been.  And we are here, waiting with bated 
breath for the [reign] of God to break in.” (Kate Bowler, “The Season of Almost”) 

 In what might feel like another worst Christmas, with life so different from 
what it was, God still invites us to see and live in the promise of life turned upside-

down.  This is not a celebration of suffering, but a call to name God, here with us, 
in the midst of all that is wrong and hard.  It is that presence, God-with-us, for 
whom we wait all over again, claiming the power of hope, and now peace, helping 

us to see the extraordinary amid the ordinary. 
 Let’s pray… 
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 I imagine it’s a rather uphill battle for me to convince you that you are part 
of God’s prophetic chain of voices.  Most “regular” folk do not wish to be associated 

with the rather irregular folk we encounter in Scripture who carry the moniker of 
prophet.  They don’t have the easiest persona, and they certainly don’t have the 

easiest of tasks.  Case in point, perhaps:  in his reflection on John the Baptist, 
Willie Dwayne Francois III (senior pastor of Mount Zion Baptist Church in the most 

lovely sounding town called Pleasantville, New Jersey) says: “The God of justice 
bypasses the game of thrones (of the Roman Empire in Jesus’ day) and disrupts 

trickle-down religion through a wild man in the middle of nowhere.”  Who 
among us really wants to be a disruptor? And, who wants to be known as wild, 

in the middle of nowhere?   
 It’s doubtful that Malachi wanted any of that.  We know very little about 
him, as one of the so-called Minor Prophets.  The fine print of many Bible 

translations points out that Malachi’s name means ‘messenger’, but being a 
messenger for God might not have been on his to-do list.   

 The Book of Malachi introduces the text as “An oracle.  The word of YHWH 
to Israel through Malachi.”  Footnotes in The Inclusive Bible go on to explain that 
‘oracle’ is translated from Massa.  Massa, “a technical term in prophetic literature 
indicating a message from God, is from a verb meaning “to carry”.  It literally means 

“burdensome message,” that is, one with ominous content.” So, we know, right from 
the top, that this might not be easy to hear.  Plenty of Biblical scholars point out that 

God’s people should not have been surprised by the news of a challenging word 
coming their way.  The people of Israel had been hurling some harsh criticism of 

God, for quite a while, and Malachi was sent to call them on it, and set them straight.  
We could easily put all of that in the present tense. 
 Like most prophetic texts, the Book of Malachi follows a back and forth 

pattern.  Sometimes it’s Malachi the man speaking in the first person.  Other 
times, it’s Malachi offering a word from God.  By the time we get to this point in 

the Book, God is the speaker, and it stays that way all the way to the end.  
Turns out there’s a fair bit to say, and God holds the floor for a while… sort of. 

 What God actually holds and offers is a beautiful invitation:  an invitation 
to be part of living a completely new dynamic in this world.  We are invited to 

enter a process of refinement.  On the surface, that might sound like a harsh 
process.  After all, refinement and refiners are consumed with the reshaping of 

precious commodities into precious possessions.  It requires heat and surrender, 
and a whole lot of seemingly uncomfortable melting of old forms.  However, as 
Matthew Myer Boulton points out, God speaks through Malachi to teach of the 

refiner as one who cleans and strengthens metal; of refining as a process of 
transforming and preserving.  Translated into God’s work in God’s people, refining 
becomes about “restoring them to their beauty, freedom, and dignity, as children 
of God.”   
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Equally crucial, Malachi speaks God’s truth that there are no exceptions to 
who can be part of this strengthening work.  Myer Boulton says: “Malachi’s vision… 
is animated by a profoundly inclusive dynamic. God’s messenger doesn’t separate 
righteous levitical priests (“the descendents of Levi”) from unrighteous ones, or 
cast the latter into outer darkness. Rather, the messenger purifies them all, 
cleansing and freeing them from sin, thereby making their offerings — and by 
extension, the entire community on whose behalf their offerings are made — 
“pleasing to the LORD” (Malachi 3:4).” The prophetic metaphors in this passage are 

all cleansing or sanctifying images, not excluding or ostracizing ones.  Malachi 
proclaims God’s reign as a wildly beautiful place where we don’t have to give any 

thought to competition with our neighbours.  There is enough of God’s love for 
everyone.  There is enough of God’s love for us to share it with everyone.  There is 
enough of God’s love for us to release “the foolish, captivating philosophy” that 

might makes right; that accumulation brings sanctification; that we can bully our 
way through self-doubt in an attempt to convince others, and ourselves, that we 

matter.  God says, unequivocally, unconditionally, that you do; that we all do; that 
everyone does.    

In just about every interview offered by the present-day prophet, preacher, 
and pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber, she is asked about the unique community she led for 

10 years.  In a culture where so much of what we say and do seems to be about 
being at war with one another, she founded a congregation in Denver, Colorado, in 

the Lutheran tradition.  The church is called, with brave honesty, The House for All 
Sinners and Saints.  Not quite in the middle of nowhere but in the middle of 

present day pressures and rejections, it is a church family that acknowledges, 
repeatedly, that God’s people spend so much time at war with ourselves and our 
imperfections.  In response, The House for All Sinners and Saints is built on the 

premise that in community, according to Bolz-Weber, “we take turns being the 
ones who are disappointing.  …It’s a culture of turn-taking when it comes to being 

the ones who need grace, or who are giving grace, or who remind each other that 
grace is a thing.” (September 2018, ‘Everything Happens’ with Kate Bowler; ‘The 

Insight of Outsiders’)  
 Grace is a thing.  Grace is the fuel for and the gift that comes from the 

refiner’s fire, to honour each heart’s one desire, to know ourselves loved and 
accepted.  Grace is the gift that calls us, invites us, prods us to ask, with prophetic 

expectation:  If Christmas is on the way, how are we to prepare?  With what we 
know of God’s strengthening, purifying love, for each and every one, how are we to 
prepare?   

 We can choose to answer the call to be a herald; to be a messenger of what 
is to come, of what is possible, and necessary, and good.  As Matthew Myer 
Boulton says once more:  “The Prince of Peace is on the way, and so the work of 
preparing for Christmas is laying down our arms, renewing our hearts, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mal+3%3A4&version=NRSV
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…rededicating ourselves to living a more peaceful life with our loved ones, and 
especially with our enemies.”  We can choose to speak with and live by God’s 

language of renewal that comes when we lay down our arms.  Because choosing 
an armistice in this frenetic life, where unrealistic expectations are heaped upon us 

and our neighbours, is to choose to stand still; to stand and maybe even lay down 
in the restful space of grace.  There we can know ourselves strengthened to rise 

again, to be a people who do all we can to affect change; to be effective in 
proclaiming, quietly but clearly and consistently, that we have been affected by the 

truths of that Bethlehem baby.  Over and against the warring structures of our 
world, where we are told we must compete for love, Christmas brings the promise 

of a greater peace, defined by justice, equality, and the stability of well-being for 
all God’s children.  This is the victory we should seek: word that spreads into every 
wounded space of life, to speak bravely of a peasant named Jesus.  He was and is 

the Prince of Peace, born in a stable, in the middle of nowhere, to turn us all 
upside-down with holy love. 

 To God alone be the glory!  Amen. 
 
Hymn  “All Earth Is Waiting” (Voices United 5) 
 

The Life & Work of Our Church Community 

 This morning I am very pleased to bring you an update on the fundraising 
project we were called to, by Outreach & Social Justice and the GPS Committee, to 

support the Shower Renovation Project at Silver Spire United Church, to support 
the homeless and most vulnerable of our region.  With Council’s commitment of 

$1000.00, along with congregational donations, at the start of this week we were 
getting to send a cheque for $3600.00.  By Tuesday morning, that total had been 
more than tripled to over $11,000.00, with the addition of a very generous 
donation from Jane and Stewart Capell.  This has been an extraordinary time of 

giving, and we thank you all for your generosity and compassion, your leadership 
and commitment to be bearers of peace and affecting change, for all God’s people.   
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*An Invitation to Prepare for White Gift Sunday, December 12th 
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 The opportunity to affect change continues in this season of Advent giving, 
as we prepare for White Gift Sunday, next Sunday, December 12.  If you have not 

already received a copy of the list of most needed items for Community Care of 
West Niagara, please check your email from this past Friday and Tuesday, or pick 

up a hard copy on your way out today.  We welcome gifts of food or money, as 
well as new, unwrapped toys. 

 
*Gifts with Vision https://giftswithvision.ca/ 

 We hope you will also consider giving through The United Church of 
Canada’s ‘Gifts with Vision’.  This catalogue of opportunities is available year-round 

but this is a particularly good time to consider meaningful gifts with lasting legacy 
on a larger scale.  Copies of the catalogue are available online, and we have some 
copies in print on the table near the main entry. 

  
*Christmas Memorial and Celebration Flowers 

 Last but not least, this time next Sunday you will see this sanctuary 
beautifully adorned with poinsettias, purchased through our annual Christmas 
Memorial and Celebration Flowers.  There is still time for you to contribute to this 
outreach project from our Pastoral Care Committee.  The flowers will be here on 

December 12 and 19, and then delivered to members of the Trinity family 
supported by our Caring Friends Network.   

 
 Thanks be to God for every opportunity we have to be part of this 

transformative life and work, with impacts near and far.   
 
Anthem   

 
Offering   

Invitation 
As we prepare to give our offering, and give thanks for the opportunity to share, it 

seems the best time to note that today, December 5, is the birthday of poet 
Christina Rossetti, born in London in 1830.  In just a moment, we’re going to sing a 

verse from a Christmas carol built on what is arguably her most famous poem.  It is 
a poem that honours the act of giving and the giver, for the sake of all to receive.  

It is an invitation to honour God, the greatest, most generous giver we can know. 
  
Song of Thanksgiving     “In the Bleak Midwinter”, verse 4 (Voices United 55) 

“What can I give him, poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him –  
give my heart.”  (Christina Georgina Rossetti, ca. 1872) 
 

https://giftswithvision.ca/
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Prayer: 
Loving and gracious God, 

we offer these gifts in anticipation 
of the gift of Christ to our lives and our life together. 

May these gifts be used that others might hear the story 
and feel the peace that we know in the coming of Christ.  Amen. 

 

Prayers for Ourselves & Others 

 

With just one more reference to Willie Dwayne Francois III, for today… he says 

that “Followers of Jesus have a vocation to become a community of God-

conscious and self-conscious explorers of life. …to cultivate a posture of 

wildness in the name of the God of justice…” 

May our prayers, for ourselves and others, be part of that posture; that wild 

belief that things can and will be different than they are. 

Let us pray, receiving and lifting the words of Carol Penner: 

 

O God, hear our prayer for peace this morning; 
the peace of the earth, felt bodily, 

our feet on this good ground, 
our eyes towards the stars; 

the peace of community, around us now, 
Christians joining here to worship 

and to praise the God who made us; 
the peace of the ages, because we know 

we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
who rest in your presence; 
the peace of harmony and love, 

people working together to care and to comfort, 
making sure that no one is forgotten. 

There is so much peace to celebrate, 
gifts from your hand. 

Hear our prayer for places where we still need peace: 
for all who are in pain, or facing sickness, 

especially for the newly bereaved, who are trying to go on alone; 
for the places in our world where violence reigns, 

and for the homegrown violence in our own communities 
where people are hurt by those they love. 
We want peace to grow, 

we want to be your ambassadors, your prophets for peace. 
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Show us this week how we can make a difference, 
through our presence, through our resources, through our prayers. 

The angels came with a message of peace on earth so long ago; 
that message still echoes, it still calls our name. 

We want love on our lips as we go this week, 
looking to see you in the faces of all we meet.  

All this we pray in the name of the One for whom we wait, 

lifting together the words his heart gave to ours,  

coming before you, O God, as children to the loving arms of a mother, praying: 

The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” (Voices United 44) 

 
Blessing & Sending Forth 

May you leave this place, with bold and brave conviction, 
at peace with your calling to be prophets of peace; 

to speak with the wild abandon of God’s love, 
for each and every one in this hard yet still beautiful world. 

May you go in the peace and blessing of God, 
who speaks truth with compassion and healing, 

for the sake of true and lasting peace, for all, everywhere. 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

Sung Blessing  “Come, Join in Mary’s Prophet-Song” (verse 3) 
  

Postlude                    
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Used with Permission & Gratitude: 
 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting – by David Sparks, Summerland BC; Gathering, 
A/C/E, 2014/15, p. 61.  

 
Offering Prayer - Frances Flook, Emo ON; Gathering, A/C/E, 2014/15, p. 31; 

adapted. 
 

Prayers for Ourselves & Others – by Carol Penner as published at 
https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/advent/ 
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