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Sunday, December 19th, 2021 

Trinity United Church, Beamsville 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
The Best Worst Christmas Ever: 
The Love of a Mary Christmas 

 




“When is the time for love to be born? 
The inn is full on the planet earth. 

And by a comet the sky is torn 
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.” 

 
(Madeleine L’Engle, “The Risk of Birth”) 

 


 
Gathering Music           Andrew Poaps, Music Director                                         

 
Welcome                Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
 Good morning to you all.  Welcome to worship on this 4th Sunday of Advent, 
as we come ever closer to celebrating the birth of Jesus, all over again. 
 I’m just going to dive right in and tell you that, five days ago, Tuesday the 
14th, there was a post by our United Church Moderator Richard Bott which said, in 
summary, “We need to plan our Christmas celebration with another wave of 
COVID-19 in mind.  Let’s be prepared for another Christmas where we can’t 
celebrate in the same space – so we can work together to protect one another.”  It 

went on from there, but I couldn’t bring myself to read it.  That was naïve and 
simply an avoidance strategy.  This is Sunday the 19th, and his words have come to 
rest in their fullness, here.  It makes me quite sad to accept it, with all the concert 
and service updates that we shared in last night’s email (which I will walk through 
again later this morning), but I am holding fast to the last sentences of that earlier 
post, where our Moderator said:  “In all of this, I’d ask you to remember, no matter 
what restrictions on getting together we might have to live again, there is 
*nothing* that can cancel Christmas, even if we can’t be in the same place.  
Christmas is celebrated each time a disciple of Jesus lives what he taught, each and 
every time we live the love that tiny baby shared with the world…. The simple truth 
of Christmas can never be taken away.  Emmanuel.  God *is* with us.” 

Thank you to all who would have liked to be in the sanctuary this morning 
but have been able to choose the live-stream option from home.  Thank you to 
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those attending in person for practicing extra vigilance in mask wearing, physical 
distancing, and adhering to the sanctuary seating plan for capacity limits.   
 

I will also note the obvious, and that is for my safety and those here in the 
sanctuary, I will remain masked at all times in the service.  For those who rely on 
lip-reading, a full text of the service will be available as always, for ‘closed 
captioning’ the best we can offer. After the service, I will remain masked to greet 
attendees outside, where physical distancing remains paramount.  

Let us rest in the truths of Christmas, in this time of worship.  

Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship. 
   
Lighting the Christ Candle  
 
Call to Worship “The Risk of Birth” by Madeleine L’Engle 
 

 
 
Hymn  “Hope Is a Star” (Voices United 7) 
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Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory                    Jean Roland  
 
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 

 

On the first Sunday of Advent we lit a candle for Hope. 
(The first candle is lit.) 
Our second candle was lit for Peace. 
(The second candle is lit.) 
Our third candle was lit for Joy. 
(The third candle is lit.) 
This week we light our candle for the last Sunday of Advent,  
the candle for Love. 
(The fourth candle is lit.) 
This is the Love we search for: 

the Love that gives without counting the cost; 
the Love that weaves compassion and justice together; 

the Love that endures when the going is rough; 
the Love that was revealed in the life and death of Jesus; 

the Love that lifts up the family circle; 
the Love that searches out and defines our faith community; 

Love that hugs a family close; 
Love that shows itself in caring and encouragement at work and school; 
 Love that breaks out in laughter,  

and is felt in the silence of friendship. 
Love within us; Love around us; 

Love that builds us up; 
a Love that shines out as we act for the powerless and the innocent,  
and work for a world renewed in the Spirit of Christ.  Amen.  

 

Video “O Come, Love” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yw3_KMGIlbk&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RjsK9BdbbYkwAvI_3hLsUn-&index=4 

Prayer 

O God of hope, peace, joy, and love, we wait with impatience, for the fullness of 

your arrival.  Promised through the ages, we long for the world-altering in-breaking 

of your reign.  And yet, here you are, among us now, keeping vigil with us, in all of 

life that strains our hearts; reminding us that you are now as you have always 

been… even as we keep watch for the child who came to live your Love.   

May we hold this complicated, beautiful tension in our whole beings,  

with trust, anticipation, expectation, and transformation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yw3_KMGIlbk&list=PLQDu-SgFb3RjsK9BdbbYkwAvI_3hLsUn-&index=4
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O God of hope, peace, joy, and love, we honour you now and always,  

praying all this in the name of Jesus, your precious child of Bethlehem,  

who grew to be the man who taught us to pray,  

as children coming to the loving arms of a mother, saying: 

 

The Prayer of Jesus (Voices United 914) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Singing to Celebrate December Birthdays  
 Ralph Baughman, 80 – today! 
 Rudy Schindel, 95 – Wednesday! 
 
Growing Together ‘Why so many mangers?’ 
  

A Body Prayer for Love 

 

Holy One (reach up and out)  

May your love (cross hands and lower arms over heart) 

be in my head… (touch head)  

…and heart. (touch heart) 

May your love (keep touching heart) 

be in my actions. (touch eyes and mouth) 

May your love (cross hands over heart) 

be in all I say…(touch mouth) 

…and do. (extend hands). 

AMEN (head down, hands at prayer with palms together) 

 

Sung Response  “A Candle Is Burning”, verse 4 (Voices United 6) 
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Scripture   Luke 1: 39-45 (46-55) The Inclusive Bible   
 
 Within a few days Mary set out and hurried to the hill country to a town of 
Judah, where she entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.   
 As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice, she exclaimed, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  But why 
am I so favoured, that the mother of the Messiah should come to me?  The 
moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leaped for you.  

Blessed is she who believed that what our God said to her would be accomplished!” 
 Mary said: 
 “My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, 
 and my spirit rejoices in you, my Saviour. 
 For you have looked with favour 
 upon your lowly servant, 
 and from this day forward 
 all generations will call me blessed. 
 For you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
 and holy is your Name. 
 Your mercy reaches from age to age 
 for those who fear you. 
 You have shown great strength with your arm; 
 you have scattered the proud in their conceit; 
 you have deposed the mighty from their thrones 
 and raised the lowly to high places. 
 You have filled the hungry with good things, 
 while you have sent the rich away empty. 
 You have come to the aid of Israel your servant, 

 mindful of your mercy – 
 the promise you made to our ancestor – 
 to Sarah and Abraham 
 and their descendants forever.” 
 
Message  “Holding Gently, Loving Fiercely”  
 

It is usually the eyes that give us away first.  No matter how much we try to 
alter body language, or even hide a quivering lip behind a mask these days, it is 
usually the eyes that give us away first, and tell the most fulsome story of our 
hearts.  Windows to the soul, and mirrors of the body, inside and out.  Our eyes 
speak truths we might be unable to name, but they are there, nonetheless. 
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And so it is, with all that we bear and ask and do not know right now, again, 
I trust you’ll appreciate why I couldn’t resist sharing the most recent nativity scene 
I have added to my collection.  This was posted by The Scotsman, midway through 
last week, for their online Advent calendar.  It is called “Mary, Joseph and the wee 
greyhound!”  I’ll just give you a moment to absorb it all… 
 

 
 
 The family, in actuality, is called Alba and Big Toby, and here they are with 
their newest addition who is, quite mercifully, fast asleep and oblivious to it all.  
The eyes say it all again here, don’t they?  Joseph, proud and pleased as punch; 
Mary, utterly exhausted and just waiting for us all to get out of her space so she 
can find a little rest, too.   
 In this mock-up of the holy family, and in countless other depictions across 
the centuries, Mary is quite often the seemingly silent partner.  We look to her eyes 
to speak of her knowing – but we need not look far back in time to hear the 
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prophetic power of her voice.  Lifted in response to her cousin Elizabeth’s beautiful 
declaration, speaking prophecy, too, long before her son’s birth in this world, Mary 
calls forth a song of faith and foresight.  She stands firm in her proclamation, 
reciting the story of God’s goodness across time.  Mary recites who God is, from 
where God has been, with deepest trust in who God will continue to be.  She is a 
herald:  a brave voice of what is still to come, of who God will always be.   
 Mary’s proclamation is one of divine Love, and it comes at great and 
dangerous risk.  This song of holy goodness, strength, and truth is sung by a 
woman barely out of childhood, we surmise, with everything to lose right now.  

Launched from obscurity to infamy, Mary opens herself to the life-changing 
possibility that God can and will do extraordinary things among those who deem 
themselves quite ordinary.  The world can be turned upside down by the one we’re 
prone to gaze upon, noticing her tired eyes – but those same eyes have already 
seen what is to come, and named a holy vision where none of us will ever be the 
same, for good.   
 And so it is that, when we sing the many seasonal songs, praising Mary, 
loving Mary, giving thanks for Mary, may we look deeply into the eyes of this 
woman, this mother, this strong and beautiful child of God, whose voice of love lifts 
a song of revolutionary Love.  May we never underestimate or over complicate the 
place she was and is calling us to, again this Advent journey.  A herald of God’s 
upending ways, Mary’s heart calls us beyond our exhaustion, and into a renewed 
place of proclamation, in ways that are just and true. 
 What better place to seat ourselves than, then at the base of the manger 
where we wait with Mary, and Joseph, and all who wonder with them?  What 
better, more humble, more revolutionary place could we be than to hear the herald 
speak God’s truth, and come alongside to be transformed by it all.   
 And so when we ask, “Mary, did you know?”… let us hear the answer yes.  
For no matter what she knew in that moment, she knew enough to trust; to step 

forward in faith, empowered by God’s grace, and a track record of great goodness.  
Mary, beloved child of God, preparing to birth the Holy Child of Bethlehem:  thank 
you for your spirit song, still echoing through the ages (Jennifer Henry).  God of all, 
across time and space, thank you for your Spirit, sweeping through our weary 
hearts, calling forth our own songs of justice and truth, where all that is right will 
live again.   
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“Madonna and Child” by Anthony VanArsdale 

for the National Black Catholic Congress 
 

 
Video  “Hold the Child Gently” by Ron Klusmeier 

https://vimeo.com/648832138?fbclid=IwAR0NjGe7n3IOIsIjjllfhpb07C_q_QE_wU2g

32fAUmmuf3TETrEMbsXaHs8 

 

Prayer 

O God of Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and every place of our being, may we learn to 

hold your precious child gently, even as we love fiercely:  to hear and heed the 

song of Mary, with all the glory that she ascribes to you.  May we live the Love 

born anew, again this Christmas.  We pray in the name of the Christ child.  Amen. 

Hymn “O Ancient Love” (Voices United 17) 

 

The Life & Work of Our Church Community  
 
The last 48 hours have been a time of swift change again, and the decisions before 
Trinity’s Council align with that difficult space. 
  

https://vimeo.com/648832138?fbclid=IwAR0NjGe7n3IOIsIjjllfhpb07C_q_QE_wU2g32fAUmmuf3TETrEMbsXaHs8
https://vimeo.com/648832138?fbclid=IwAR0NjGe7n3IOIsIjjllfhpb07C_q_QE_wU2g32fAUmmuf3TETrEMbsXaHs8
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In these heightened times of the variant’s contagion, heeding the wisdom of 
government and health professionals, we are changing some plans for this 
weekend, and the week ahead. 
   
This afternoon, Sunday December 19, 3pm Choir Concert – will be offered 
in live-stream only.  This is a great disappointment but the safest measure for our 
choir and those receiving their gift of song.  
  
Tuesday, December 21, 7pm, Service of the Longest Night – will be offered 

in-person and live-streamed, but with strong encouragement for all who are able to 
choose the live-stream option from home.  The same precautions outlined for 
Sunday worship apply to this sanctuary gathering. 
  
Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve – will proceed in-person and live-
streamed with ONLY 1 SERVICE OFFERED AT 7PM.  As much as we all cherish 
being in the sanctuary on this holy night, if live-streaming is an option for you and 
your family, we ask you to choose worship from home.  The service will be 
available on YouTube for whatever time suits you best.  
This decision removes the need for sanctuary cleaning between two services, and 
minimizes the time the worship and tech teams are in the building. 
Where you are is holy ground, no matter the season, no matter what.  
*Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, January 9, to celebrate The Baptism of 
Jesus.  
  
Sunday, December 26, 1st Sunday after Christmas, 10:30am Worship – 
will be an online service only, with gratitude to Church Anew and their service of 
Lessons and Carols.  We will share this link again later the in the week, but if you’d 
like to bookmark it for next Sunday, you will be able to find it at 

https://churchanew.org/service-of-lessons-carols 
This decision removes the need for sanctuary cleaning between Christmas Eve and 
Boxing Day morning.  It also allows for an extended time between any Christmas 
Day gatherings and the next public gathering at Trinity, scheduled for January 2 – 
a critical time for leaders and attendees to monitor for COVID-19 symptoms. 
  
It is an understatement to describe all of the above as sad and unwanted.  We are, 
however, keeping our eyes fixed on what can still be, and trusting that all these 
acts of compassion and community care will bear fruit in Trinity’s future life, all 
together. 
  
Anthem  “O Beautiful Star of Bethlehem”  
 

https://trinitybeamsville.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9c19d131cc4a80cee70edb26&id=983f6ef730&e=025074011e
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Offering   
Invitation  “Nativity” by Kenneth Steven 
 
When the miracle happened it was not 

with bright light or fire –  

but a farm door with the thick smell of sheep 

and a wind tugging at the shutters. 

 

There was no sign the world had changed for ever 

or that God had taken place; 

just a child crying softly in a corner, 

and the door open, for those who came to find. 

 

Song of Thanksgiving     “In the Bleak Midwinter”, verse 4  

 (Voices United 55) 

“What can I give him, poor as I am?   
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him – give my heart.”   
(Christina Georgina Rossetti, ca. 1872) 

 
Prayer: 
Loving and gracious God, 
we offer these gifts in anticipation 
of the gift of Christ to our lives and our life together. 
May these gifts be used that others might hear the story 
and feel the hope, peace, joy, and love that we know  

in the coming of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Prayers for Ourselves & Others 

 

Please continue to pray for all living with cancer, with hard diagnoses, unknown 

futures, and a painful present. 

For all recovering from surgery & major illness. 

For all living with grief that is especially raw and hard this season. 

For God’s beloved world, in all of its heartache that may or may not make the 

headlines.  May we hold that fine balance between our own grief and lament and 

the things that break the heart of God, the world over.  May we find balance and 

peace, in knowing God’s blessing, God’s care and compassion, will not tire.   
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“A Blessing for the Advent of Love”  

by Kate Bowler, ‘The Season of Almost’ 

 

o God, we are waiting,  

we are longing for You, o Lord of Love!  

Jesus come!  

 

GOD HAVE MERCY.  

CHRIST HAVE MERCY.  

SPIRIT HAVE MERCY.  

 

“and John said,  

‘Are you the one who is to come,  

or shall we look for another?’” (Matthew 11:3)  

 

GOD HAVE MERCY.  

CHRIST HAVE MERCY.  

SPIRIT HAVE MERCY.  

 

“He reached down from on high  

and took hold of me;  

he drew me out of deep waters.” (Psalm 18:1–36)  

 

GOD HAVE MERCY.  

CHRIST HAVE MERCY.  

SPIRIT HAVE MERCY.  

 

blessed are we  

who look to You o Christ!  

and wait for the fulfillment  

of that love  

which is higher, deeper, fuller 

than anything we have ever known. 

 

blessed are we in our incompleteness,  

this place where we are overwhelmed  

who hear you saying, I come!  
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despite all,  

I come bringing true life and health and healing  

and love that never ends.  

 

blessed are we  

who see You, o Saviour!  

the light that dawned so long ago in that dark stable, 

shining in the perfection of love given,  

love received, 

enfolding us into the heart  

of Your beauty and glory and bliss.  

 

blessed are we,  

looking into Your face,  

into the gaze of the beloved,  

the One who knows us best of all,  

and calls us His very own.  

 

GOD HAVE MERCY.  

CHRIST HAVE MERCY.  

SPIRIT HAVE MERCY.  

 

receive this, your inheritance:  

love has come for you.  

 

“I have come that they might have life,  

and that abundantly.” (John 10:10)  

 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn  “Once in Royal David’s City” (Voices United 62) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, Moderator of The United Church of Canada, 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
“In all of this, I’d ask you to remember, no matter what restrictions on getting 
together we might have to live again, there is *nothing* that can cancel Christmas, 
even if we can’t be in the same place.  Christmas is celebrated each time a disciple 
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of Jesus lives what he taught, each and every time we live the love that tiny baby 
shared with the world…. The simple truth of Christmas can never be taken away.  
Emmanuel.  God *is* with us.” 
 
Go, to live that sacred love, wherever you are. 
Go, in the unfailing strength, humble power,  
and love-filled blessing of God, with you, this day and always. 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

Sung Blessing “Away in a Manger”, verse 3 (Voices United 69)  
  
Postlude                  
   



 
Used with Permission & Gratitude: 
Advent Wreath Candle Lighting – by David Sparks, Summerland BC; Gathering, 
A/C/E, 2014/15, p. 61.  

 
Offering Prayer - Frances Flook, Emo ON; Gathering, A/C/E, 2014/15, p. 31; 
adapted. 



 
 

 


