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“By suppertime all that remains is the scent of balsam fir.  
If it's darkness we're having,  

let it be extravagant.” 
 

(Jane Kenyon, “Taking Down the Tree”, Collected Poems) 
 



 
Gathering Music           Andrew Poaps, Music Director                                         

 
Welcome                Rev. Heather Weaver-Orosz 
   
Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship. 
   
Lighting the Christ Candle  
 
Call to Worship (from Isaiah 43: 1-7) 

Come in, to the light of this new day, this fresh moment of worship,  

hearing these words: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

Come in, to the light of this new day, this fresh moment of worship,  

trusting these words to be true: 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 

Come in, to the light of this new day, this fresh moment of worship,  

letting these words settle in your bones: 

You are precious in my sight. 

Come in, to the light of this new day, this fresh moment of worship,  

hearing, trusting, receiving the love and wonder of our God. 
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Hymn  “A Light Is Gleaming” (Voices United 82) 
 
Settler Acknowledgement: Our Commitment to Truth and Reconciliation                 
  
Opening Prayer: 

God of gifts that transform, we gather in awe and wonder  

at the ways in which you name us.  

Throughout time and space,  

you have called to our spiritual ancestors,  

naming them and renaming them as your people,  

to live in delight at being yours.  

Today, you continue to call to us,  

naming and renaming us, that in our quest for delight,  

we might see in us what you see,  

and share that splendour with the world.  

May this time of worship help us to hear our names,  

that we might remember that your goodness lives in us  

and calls us forth to be members of your family, your creation.  

May your Spirit rest upon us now as it rested upon Jesus.  

In humility, we ask these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 

Growing Together ‘Extra-Ordinary!’ 
  

Hymn  “Will You Come and See the Light” (Voices United 96) 

 

Scripture   Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 (New Revised Standard Version) 

 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
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Message  “Filled with Expectation:  The Also of It All”  
 
Video  “A New Year’s Prayer” (Twelve:Thirty Media) 
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community  
 
Offering   
Invitation   

We are indeed recipients of God’s grace and generosity. God loves us and affirms 

us. But, in receiving, we are also called to give, to share, and to live lives of 

gratitude. The celebrations of this day remind us that ordinary gifts can do 

extraordinary things. May they inspire us to use our gifts not knowing how they 

might transform. Our offerings of time, talent, and money will gratefully be 

received, to further the church’s work and the Spirit’s mission. 

  
Song of Thanksgiving     “When Heaven’s Bright with Mystery”, verse 4 

(Voices United 93)  

When heaven's bright with mystery 
and stars still lead an unknown way, 
when love still lights a gentle path 
where courts of power can hold no sway, 
there with the Magi, let us kneel, 
our gifts to share, God's world to heal. 
 
Prayer: 
Gracious God, bless what we offer this day.  

These gifts, though ordinary, are given in response  

to your extraordinary love for us.  

Through your Spirit, may these gifts be transformed  

to reveal your generosity and care,  

and may your ways be shared in all that we say and do. Amen. 

 
The Celebration of Communion 

 
Welcome 
 
Hymn  “In the Darkness Shines the Splendour” (Voices United 92) 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
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We have come asking for the child — 
wondering where that love might be born, 
seeking that joy that might satisfy our thirst, 
wandering through the darkness of so many mistakes. 
We have come to this place where 
wisepeople and shepherds and young women met. 
We have come to this place called Bethlehem: 
to this place where our hearts rise like yeast; 

to this place where we meet our newborn hope; 
to this place where we taste our deepest joy. 
In Bethlehem, where we assumed the worst, 
imagining that no good can come, 
we somehow missed its name. 
Bethlehem. 
Lehem meaning bread. 
Bethel meaning house. 
There is something here that will satisfy our hunger. 
No matter how long we have wandered, 
here our hearts arise. Our light has come. 
In this bread and in this cup, 
we celebrate something we can’t quite understand: 
because God has made a house at this table; 
because God satisfies our hunger in the most unlikely places; 
because God comes to be with us, now and always. 
It is with this expectation that we come to the table 
to taste and see that God is here. 
 

God is with you.  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Let us pray… 
 
…We gather at this table, praying that all God’s people might rejoice together, 
saying: 
 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might. 
 God of power and might, 
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Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
 Hosanna in the highest!   
 Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest! 
 
We give thanks for the mystery and wonder revealed in Bethlehem,  
as humble people led by hope gathered in a quiet stable  
and were witness to your promise reborn.  
We give thanks for the blessing and love Jesus shared  

with all whom he met, in food and story. 
 
We remember that, on the night before he was handed over to die,  
Jesus broke bread with his friends, blessed it, gave thanks, and said,  
“Take, eat. This is my body, which I give for you.  
When you share it, remember me.” 
 
We remember that he took the cup and, giving thanks, said,  
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  
When you drink it, remember me.” 
Revealed in stable, cross, and empty tomb,  
we give thanks, O God, for your limitless love for all.  
With your people of all times and places,  
we celebrate your vision for all creation. 
 
Bless us, O God, and these your gifts.  
Encourage us to share your life and love,  
which make us, and the gifts we share, truly holy. 
 

Transform us, God, and your world, and bless your children:  
those who feel alone or afraid…  
those who whose souls and homes are broken by violence…  
those who will go hungry, thirsty, and cold this day and night…  
those who long only to hear that they are loved… 
 
God made known in Jesus Christ,  

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray these things, trusting in God’s faithfulness revealed:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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All this we pray in the name of Jesus, 

lifting together the words his heart gave to ours,  

coming before you, O God, as children to the loving arms of a mother, praying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Fraction and Pouring 

The bread that we break 
is our sharing in the life of Christ. 
The cup for which we give thanks 
is our sharing in the life of Christ. 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 
Sharing of the Loaf and Cup 
 
Prayer after Communion 
We are grateful God, for all the ways  
your love is revealed and shared. 

As your generous mercy has transformed 
these ordinary objects, of bread and cup, 
may we also know our hearts changed: 
ready to serve, rejoicing in your promised future, 
strengthened by your grace, 
overflowing with your love.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “I Have Called You by Your Name” (More Voices 161) 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth 
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May God’s love and grace shine upon you. 

May the Light of Jesus shine from within you. 

May the joy of the Spirit shine all around you. 

And may you and those you love, wherever they might be,  

remember who you are and to whom you belong. 

Amen, Amen,  

and may it be so,  

this day and forever more. 

 
Sung Blessing “Peace Be With You” (More Voices 215)  
  
Postlude                  
   



 
Used with Permission & Gratitude: 
Today’s liturgy is adapted from text offered in “Called to Be the Church: The 
Journey: The Congregational Giving Program - Discover Your Gifts—Share Your 
Gifts: Five Sundays in Epiphany”; resources collaboratively prepared by Catherine 

Stuart, Ian March-MacCuish, Evan ᓄᑎᓐ Smith, Matthew Fillier 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2021-10/ctb-2022_discover-gifts-share-
gifts.docx 

 

Communion Liturgy – introduction to The Great Thanksgiving adapted from text 
by Rev. Elsa Peters, The United Churches of Olympia, WA. 
https://www.liturgylink.net/2013/01/05/epiphany-communion-we-have-come/ 
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