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Gathering Music             Adam McNeil         
 
Welcome      Brenda Otawa, Diaconal Minister 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle   Susan Scott 
 
Settler Acknowledgement: Our Commitment to Truth & Reconciliation  

Apology in Edmonton by Pope Francis 
 
“I am here because the first step of my penitential pilgrimage among you is that 
of, again, asking for forgiveness. Of telling you, once more,   
 that I am deeply sorry. Sorry for the ways in which, regrettably, many Christians 
supported the colonizing mentality of the powers that oppressed the Indigenous 
people.” 
 
These words were spoken in Edmonton, Alberta on July 24, 2022, 
by Pope Francis, head of the Roman Catholic Church. He made the journey to 
Canada at the request of the delegation of Indigenous peoples who had gone to 
Rome this past spring to receive an apology from him there. 
There is mixed reaction to his apology from individuals, both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous, as well as from members of the Indigenous communities as a 
whole. His words went farther than some expected, and not far enough for 
others. 
Our denomination, the United Church of Canada, is in the midst of a long and 
painful journey as we reflect on our behaviour towards Indigenous Peoples. We 
pray that the apology from the Roman Catholic Church is sincere and will be 
carried forward into concrete action. 
We wish to acknowledge that our present-day community of Lincoln, stands on 
the land on which the Anishinaabe, Attawandaron, and Haudenosaunee 

Indigenous People lived, and still live, under the Wampum Treaty of One Dish, 
One Spoon.  
Awareness of the hurt suffered in Indigenous communities is part of the painful 
journey of truth, reconciliation, repentance, and, healing that we travel in the 
quest to overcome colonialization, racism, and injustice. 
We are hopeful that they, and all Indigenous people, will witness the living out of 
the apologies made by our denomination, by the Roman Catholic Church, and by 
other denominations, in our actions in the future. We commit ourselves to work 
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toward ensuring that we will never again use our power as a church to hurt 
others with attitudes of racial and spiritual superiority.  
We pray for wisdom, reconciliation, healing, and peace.  
 
Call to Worship  

When the way is difficult and the path is lonely, Jesus says: 

I will not leave you alone. 

When the journey is smooth, and the travelling easy, Jesus says: 

I will not leave you alone. 

When the horizon is far, and the call is clear, Jesus says: 

I will not leave you alone. 

When the place is here and the time is now, Jesus says: 

I will not leave you alone. 

    

Gathering Prayer 

Everywhere we find you, O God: 

In every face, small or large. In every hand, young or old. 

In every word, loud or soft. In every thought, deep or shallow. 

Say our names, O God, hold us close, shape our living and make us yours. 

Amen 

Opening Hymn   “God, We Praise You for the Morning”        VU 415 
 
Scripture   John 14: 15-21  (NRSV)              Susan Scott 
Our reading from scripture this morning is found in the Gospel According to 
John, chapter 14, verses 15 – 21.  In this passage we hear the words of one of 
the last conversations that Jesus has with his disciples.  While he tells them that 
he will be leaving them soon, he also attempts to alleviate any fears that they 
might have for their future by assuring them that they will not be left alone – 
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without encouragement and assistance.  This is a promise they can depend on 
and it is still a promise for us as followers of Jesus today.  And now, the reading: 

Jesus said:  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments, and I will ask the 
Father and he will give you another Advocate to be with you forever.  This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you and he will be in you.  I 
will not leave you orphaned, I am coming to you.  In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father and you in me, and I in you.  They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those 
who love me will be loved by my Father and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them.”   

These are words from our sacred scriptures.  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn    “Spirit of the Living God”   VU 376   
  
Reflection    “Sharing Love”                          Brenda Otawa, Diaconal Minister  
 
Hymn   “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”   VU 509  
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community Susan Scott 
          
 Offering Invitation 
 Prayer 
     
Prayer for Ourselves and Others      Brenda Otawa, Diaconal Minister 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Hymn    “May the God of Hope Go with Us”      VU 424         
 
Blessing & Sending Forth   Brenda Otawa, Diaconal Minister 
 
Sung Blessing          “Sing Amen”     (Voices United 431)                          
Postlude                Adam McNeil 

 
 



 


