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Sunday, October 25, 2021 
Trinity United Church, Beamsville 

All Saint’s Day 
     



Gathering Music                Andrew Poaps  
 
Welcome                                                     Rev. Judy Bowman, Minister Emerita 
 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship… 
 
Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    video, Tania Szabo  
  
Lighting the Christ Candle  
On this All Saint’s Sunday, as we come to light our Christ Candle, we give thanks, 
first of all, for all the saints who have held the Christ Light for us when we had no 
strength to light if for ourselves.  
We give thanks for all the saints whose lives stand as witness to light and love, and 
who invite our light to join theirs. 
And we also give thanks for those whose work for peace and justice inspires us to 
learn, grow, and discover our own light in this good work of healing the world with 
God’s love.  
The Christ candle is lit. 
 
Opening Prayer 
We come from our houses, vineyards, orchards, fields, apartments, condos, 
retirement homes and long term care facilities. We come and celebrate the ministry 
Christ’s church in this place. 
We come, Gracious God, following the footsteps of Jesus, just as our 
forbears did. 
We remember the people of all genders and all ages who have gathered in this 
place, sat in these pews, and marveled at the beauty and generosity that surrounds 
us. 
We gather in the company of the saints. We honour the faith that has 
been handed down through the decades. For this faith and those who 
share it, praise be to you, O God! Amen.  
 
Hymn    “For all the saints”  VU 705  
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Growing Together 
 

The children and some of the adults are wearing Hallowe’en costumes in the 

service. Hallowe’en night is so much fun for children: getting all dressed up, 

running door to door, calling out Trick or Treat, filling their bags and later their 

mouths with candy. In the church we talk a lot about following in the steps of 

Jesus because most of the time Jesus was at work helping people who were 

sick, or poor or alone or hungry. But he also enjoyed being with his friends, 

sharing a meal, going fishing, telling stories – having fun. It’s good to have 

fun with friends and get some treats. And Hallowe’en is a great night to do it. 

We hope you have fun tonight. But be careful. It’s dark. Be safe. 

       
Scripture Revelation 21:1-6a  (NRSV)           Owen Bourque 
 
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, 
the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them;  4 he will wipe every tear from their 
eyes.  Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for 
the first things have passed away.”   5 And the one who was seated on the throne 
said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life. 
 
Hymn  “O, Let the Power Fall on Me”  MV 13 
   
Scripture John 11:32-44  (NRSV)      Rev. Judy Bowman 

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  38 Then Jesus, again 
greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
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it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, 
I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Message   Rev. Judy Bowman 
 

It seems I’m halfway through the service and I’ve not yet really spoken to you. It’s 

good to be back again and see all of you sitting in the pews. And then all of you 

out there watching in your homes or reading this sermon – are you in costume?  

John and I came to Beamsville and Trinity on February 1, 2000. I was thrilled to be 

called to this church. I had attended Presbytery meetings here and thought it was 

such a beautiful church inside and out and Beamsville so charming. Still neither 

John nor I ever expected to be stay here beyond the end of my call. I don’t know 

where we would have gone and we certainly never expected the call in 2009 to 

Emmanuel Methodist Church in Bermuda but when we returned from there after 

two and a half years Beamsville felt like home. And that feeling has only grown 

stronger as the years have progressed so now after 21 years in Beamsville we can’t 

imagine going anywhere else. This is home. This is us. 

  

Let us pray 

O God - Through all the changing scenes of life we have already come. We have 

been both strengthened and challenged by the words of scripture. They have 

confirmed our belief at times, at other times they have caused us to question it. 

They have not stood still and neither have we. And so today we take another look 

at these familiar stories and pray that our hearts and thoughts will be moved by 

them, that they will inspire us to serve as they have called and continue to call the 

saints of the church over the last 2000 years. Amen. 

  

~~~~ 
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I was surprised to see the story of “Lazarus being raised from the tomb” as the 

gospel passage for today. It usually comes up late in the season of Lent and is a 

sign that something is shortly going to happen to Jesus. It is the most spectacular 

of the 9 miracles Jesus performed in John’s  gospel. But as I thought about it in the 

context of Hallowe’en it is a pretty good ghost story – a dead man walking from the 

grave. For me it also revived some memories of the years when I was in ministry in 

Bermuda. In addition to the regular congregational responsibilities I was to lead a 

monthly worship service in the chapel on the chronic care wing of the hospital in 

Bermuda. I always enjoyed doing those services. I really liked the two women who 

either played the piano or waved the tambourines and at one service, played a 

saw. There was also a staff nurse who was the song leader and she was amazing. 

Most of the residents came in wheelchairs or on walkers. There were usually 40 or 

sitting in rows in front of me. I imagine they had been raised in homes or churches 

where the Bible was central to their upbringing and continuing life because they 

knew the stories cold and loved them. And they liked the minister to tell them, not 

read them from the Bible as I just did. 

I remember well, very well the day I told the Lazarus story in that setting. Any 

commentaries I had read on these miracle stories in the gospel of John had always 

emphasized that it was not so much about what Jesus did – changing water to 

wine, returning sight to the man born blind, raising Lazarus from the dead – what 

they were really about was “the glory of God” and I was never sure what that 

really meant.   

 Anyway I began by telling how Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, were 

great friends of Jesus so when Lazarus became ill it was natural that it would be 

Jesus they turned to for help except  he seemed to be out of town. And even 

when word got to Jesus that Lazarus’ condition was deteriorating rapidly he didn’t 

seem to be in a rush to get to him which was surprising for the people of the 

community and disheartening for Mary and Martha. Now at this point the story is 

going to split into two streams  - the biblical story and the response to it by the 

people in the chapel. So when Lazarus died and Mary and Martha and the 

community were angry with Jesus the people in the chapel were angry too. They 

could understand, they had probably experienced being passed over in their lives 

by the health care system or put on a waiting list like we often are. They were 

talking to each other and nodding their heads. When Jesus returns and hears that 

Lazarus is dead and sees the people weeping he too sits down and weeps. And the 

hospital group said ahhhhh. They knew Jesus really loved Lazarus.  
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 But when it came to the part where Jesus goes to the tomb where Lazarus is 

buried suddenly the energy in the chapel started rising. They were whispering to 

each other. He’s going to raise him up. He’s going to raise him up. Others were 

elbowing them and saying , no.no sh, sh, – not yet, not yet. They knew what was 

coming. Jesus then orders that the big stone at the entrance of the tomb be taken 

away. The crowd dreaded the stench that would waft out, Lazarus had been in 

their 4 days. But Jesus went over and stood at the entrance to the tomb. The 

people in the chapel were now on the edge of their wheel chairs – you can’t 

imagine the excitement that was building up in the chapel and I could feel it 

building up inside me. Then Jesus stood and cried out with a loud voice  “Lazarus 

come out.” And out he came, his death cloths dropping off him. Most of the people 

in the chapel were wheelchair bound so they couldn’t stand up but they were 

cheering like was it happening right before them. And then the song leader got up 

and the music began.  

In the midst of it all – seeing how the people in the room had been raised up by 

the power of the story, knowing how I too had been raised up by it – I stood there 

understanding as I had never understood before the glory of God. It’s about life, 

life to all of us, life to the world. 

Taking a quick look at the passage from Revelation there is a similar building up of 

excitement  - it takes place at approximately the same as the Lazarus story, 80-90 

years after Jesus’ death. It also written by someone named John but most likely a 

different John than the gospel writer. The emotional highs and lows are similar. It 

begins in a context of death and disappointment, not physical death but death of 

the faith community and their belief as they knew it. Everything had changed. The 

people were expected to worship the emperor as God but the Christian faith 

community could not do it and suffered as a result. Some were martyred. Perilous 

days lie ahead. John encouraged the faithful to stand firm, to resist the demands 

that they worship the emperor. They are to keep the faith. To encourage them he 

gives them his vision of a new heaven and a new earth, where old things will be 

washed away and a new earth will enter in where there will be no more tears and 

pain and mourning. They are invited to enter into a loving partnership with God to 

usher in the new earth. 

This story does not create the same excitement as the Lazarus story but it is the 

one that speaks to us today and gives us direction.  There is much that is wrong 

with the world today; there is much that must be changed, even let go if we are to 

enter into a loving partnership with God. John’s vision helps us to see where we 
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need to be putting in our energy. It is so important to see where transformation is 

needed. A look at the current international scene reveals huge suffering due to 

selfishness, corruption, and a lack of resources. We need prophets like John to call 

us to action. The saints of today are called to bring closer the “new earth” of 

Revelation 21.  

Over the years Trinity has been blessed to have had many saints who have stood 

bravely and called out that which was wrong, that which needed to end. One of 

them died a couple of months ago – his name was John Goertzen. Throughout his 

life he was tireless in his quest to provide assistance through Niagara Victims 

Services to those who have been wronged intentionally or accidentally; he raised 

money every year for Canada Foodgrains; he did the overnight shifts at Out of the 

Cold for years, he made furniture and did home renovations for his family and 

others, he baked dozens of pies to raise money – He put up the sign over the door 

in the narthex that we see as we exit the church “You are now entering your 

mission field.” I could go on and on. There is another saint at Trinity, a living saint 

who has worked tirelessly in her life to call out individuals, systems, programmes, 

governments and religious leaders that deny justice to women, indigenous people, 

migrant workers, refugees, the environment etc. You know who I mean. Her name 

is Katharine Anderson. 

Looking beyond our community and into the broader community I do see hope. 

There is a United Nations Climate Change conference beginning this week in 

Glasgow calling for cooperation between countries to defeat climate change. I don’t 

know if Greta Thunberg will be attending but she certainly emerged as a prophet 

and awakened the sleepy adult world when she sailed across the Atlantic a couple 

of years ago to confront leaders in the western world. In terms of racism and 

indigenous concerns there are some very powerful voices calling us to form 

partnerships to call out colonization. Sometimes I think about the indigenous 

children whose circumstances and death have shocked us all ( and I hope this is a 

okay thing to say) but perhaps from their graves they are calling out to us to act 

now, to disturb deeply the churches and institutions and apathy that brought about 

their demise and poisoned the generations that have followed.  

There is so much that needs to be done. I know. Sometimes it seems, as it did to 

the family and friends of Lazarus that nothing will change, but then confident 

words are spoken and the result is new life where there had only been death 

before. 
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Prayer & Personal Reflection  
Hymn “In loving partnership we come”  VU 603   
 
The Life & Work of Our Church Community    
 
Offering         
 Invitation 

Thinking further about the saints of the past who made their life a light to the 

world, who kept the Christ-flame burning through the darkest of times – 

thinking about the prophets of today who tirelessly call people to action 

because if they don’t, things will never change – good ideas will never 

become a reality, some situations will get worse, some people will be hurt, 

helpful institutions will fail. In thinking about the church as a helpful institution 

it has partnered with God by being a place where people can come together 

in a reverent way and give thought to the situations and philosophies that are 

harmful to those who cannot speak for themselves. Collectively it can help 

people find the courage to make a difference. Keeping the church alive and 

healthy takes a multi-faceted approach. Today we give thanks for those who 

in their own way contribute today or contributed in the past to keeping Trinity, 

the United Church of Canada and the wider church alive in the world.   

         Minute for Mission    Fern Otawa    

Song of Thanksgiving   “What Can I Do?” (More Voices 191) 

Prayer 

We bring before you, God, these our gifts. They are a reflection of our 

commitment to serve and our desire to be a living presence of your truth in 

the world. Bless these gifts and bless us in our various ministries and 

activities as we continue on the journey to be your people in this world. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

Prayers for Ourselves and Others   With sadness we announce that Liz 

Fielding is very ill at this time. She has been given a cancer diagnosis and 

started treatment. Both Liz and her husband Norm welcome the prayers of 

our church family at this time.  

O God, thank you for witnesses of the faith: 
For those who have helped us hear the story of your people, 
For the ways the story has touched our lives. 



9 
 

Thank you for the evangelists who have written the gospels; 
for the power of their telling. 
Thank you for the prophets who have disturbed us; 
For their ability to help us examine our living. 
Thank you for those people we have known 
Who have lived out the faith; 
For the inspiration they have been to us. 
Thank you for the courageous disciples 
Who have stood up for their beliefs; for their example. 
Help us to be witnesses to the faith. 
Let our living be consistent with our preaching. 
Help us to be powerful prophets. 
Let our work of justice and compassion influence our society. 
Help us to be disciples serving and ministering in your name. 
Let us convey everywhere the graciousness of your love.  
We pray for the saints in our midst….. those of whom we are aware, those who 
work silently. 
For all your saints, O God, we raise our hallelujahs. Amen. 
        
The Prayer of Jesus  
    
Hymn  “I See a New Heaven”  VU 713 
 
Blessing & Sending Forth   

As you go about your week, think about the saints in your life and the 

blessings you have received from them. Let us leave this time together, 

renewed, and inspired by those who have lived as saints before us and 

among us. May we continue to grow in our faith as we seek to live the Way of 

Jesus. Amen.                                           

Sung Blessing  “Walk with Me” (Voices United 649:  refrain, verse 4, refrain) 
Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 
where love shines through. 

And when you share your faith with me 
and work for life made new, 
the witness of your faithfulness 
calls me to walk with you. 

Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 
where love shines through. 
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Postlude    





Used with Permission and Gratitude:  
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  by Bob Root, Peterborough, ON 
Opening Prayer by Laura Turnball, Pendicton, B.C. 
Offertory Prayer by Bill Steadman, Goulais River U.C., Goulais River, ON 
Commissioning by Carol Frost, Minnedosa  U.C., Minnedosa, Man. 
 


	Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory    video, Tania Szabo

